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89TH LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

DISTRICT 51

Dear Friends,

| hope this letter finds you and your family well. This end-of-session newsletter is to let you know about the highlights from the 89th
Texas Legislature.

A regular legislative session runs from January until May or June in odd-numbered years. But if the governor doesn't feel like the
Legislature has done everything he wanted, he can call legislators back for additional “special” sessions. After the regular session
ended in June, flooding devastated the Texas Hill Country. During the special session, the Legislature’s main objective should
have been addressing the damage from those floods. Instead, disaster relief took a back seat to partisan political items, most
notably the mid-decade congressional redistricting.

At the beginning of the regular session, the Speaker appointed me to serve on two House committees: Culture, Recreation
& Tourism (CRT) and Judiciary & Civil Jurisprudence (JCJ). | was honored to be named the Vice Chair of the CRT committee.
There we tackled important legislation including SB 22, a highly publicized film subsidy bill that will make Texas more
attractive to filmmakers.

As the session progressed, the Legislature addressed
many issues in a bipartisan manner. My efforts to build
bridges resulted in significant legislation that passed this
session. In total, seven of my bills passed the House, and
five of those were signed into law.

The House did not reach a consensus on every issue, but
lawmakers worked together fo aid several constituencies
throughout our state. Most notably, we passed a $337
billion budget for the next two years, which includes an
increase in public school funding to raise teacher pay and
per-student spending.

Some of the best ideas that pass through the House are
ones that we receive through your calls, emails, and
letters. Please do not hesitate to contact the House District
51 office and let us know how we can assist you. This
office is open to everyone in the district and fo visitors
who want to drop by and say howdy.

Greeting constituents from the House floor during

Again, it's an honor fo serve as your stafe representative. . .
one of our many recognitions and resolutions

Sincerely,

.......................................................................................................................



WOMEN’'S HEALTH

Lawmakers found a degree of common ground in passing SB 31,

also known as the Life of the Mother Act. This vitally important

bill clarifies when women can receive an aborfion under Texas
law. Doctors testified during committee hearings for the bill that

this clarification will establish clear medical exceptions for life-
threatening pregnancies and save lives. Frankly, if it were up fo me,
abortion would be legal. But it is not, and pregnant women in Texas
needed this bill to pass.

PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The 89th Legislature was a mixed bag for public schools. Lawmakers
needed fo work together to pass HB 2, and we did. This new law will
add $8.5 billion in funding to our Texas public schools and establish
a long-term teacher pay raise system. Unfortunately, not everything
we did for public education was positive. Texas public schools will
suffer from the passage of SB 2, which will reduce their funding to
create a taxpayer-funded voucher system that allows families to use
vouchers to pay for private schools for their children.

ANIMAL WELFARE

Protecting our pets remained top of mind for me and some fellow
lawmakers. SB 1568, written by Senator Zaffirini, allows Texans to
purchase specialty license plates whose fees will support community-
based spay and neuter inifiatives. That bill passed the House and
Senate and was signed info law by the Governor. HB 285, a bill that
strengthens the Texas Cruelty to Non-livestock Animals statute by
including “criminal negligence” as a form of animal cruelty, was also
signed into law.

LGBTQ+

Numerous bills that unfairly target the LGBTQ+ community passed
the Legislature this session. SB 12 bans public school clubs that
support LGBTQ+ youth. During committee hearings, experts testified
that LGBTQ+ youth often find a meaningful sense of community

in these clubs. Now they will no longer have that refuge. That bill
was followed by SB 13, which will give school boards and newly-
established advisory councils more power to remove LGBTQ+-

themed books from library shelves.

VICE CHAIR

At the beginning of the legislative session, House Speaker Dustin Burrows announced that | would serve as the Vice Chair of the

Committee on Culture, Recreation & Tourism. It was a whirlwind session helping lead the committee as we decided the fate of major

bills regarding Texas Parks & Wildlife, the Alamo, and film subsidies. Chairman Will Metcalf was a good partner, and we worked

together to ensure every member of the committee participated in the process. Chairman Metcalf and | even collaborated on HB

4230, a bill that will establish the Bicentennial Trail network. More on that later in the newsletter!

SENATE BILL 22

One of the most notable bills heard in the Culture, Recreation & Tourism committee was Senate Bill 22, which will provide for a state

investment of $1.5 billion in the Texas film industry. The bill cims to make Texas a more desirable destination for filmmakers. During the

committee hearings for SB 22, there was an unusual amount of attention and fanfare. Even Texas-born actors Matthew McConaughey

and Woody Harrelson showed up to register their support for the legislation. SB 22 ultimately became law on September 1, 2025.

| voted for SB 22, but maintain some concerns. During the hearings, | asked pointed questions to industry leaders regarding how

many of the new jobs in the film industry will be filled by Texans. | intend to hold industry leaders accountable to the answers they

provided when they needed the committee’s support. Overall, there is reason for cautious optimism about the new law's potential to

provide good-paying jobs for Texans.
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Even on the toughest days in the Texas Legislature, lawmakers could always

count on the adorable House pages fo put a smile on our faces.

The Moreno/Rangel Legislative Leadership Program, named in honor of my former
boss, Representative Irma Rangel, provided our session intern, Dafne Ortiz, who was
a valuable member of the HD 51 team.




A personal highlight from the 89th Legislature was the
opportunity to meet Texas country music legend Lyle Lovett.

Introducing @ memorial resolution honoring the remarkable life
of my beloved late sister, Maria Teresa Flores Cavazos.

During the regular session, | filed nearly three dozen bills that covered a wide range of topics from animal welfare to privacy rights. Although

not every bill reached the finish line, we made meaningful progress on many issues important to Texans.

HOUSE BILL 349

HB 349, better known as the "hot dog” bill, is crifical to pet safety.
This bill would have prevented people from suing Good Samaritans
who break a car's window to rescue a pet from the heat. Given

the extremely hot temperatures we face during Texas summers,

and how many pets suffer avoidable deaths every year, this bill is
vital to protecting animal lives. HB 349 passed the House but was
unfortunately left pending in a Senate subcommittee. | will continue to
advocate for its passage in future sessions.

SENATE BILL 487

SB 487, the Senate companion to my bill HB 502, expands existing
protfections for survivors of indecent assault and invasive visual
recording by allowing them to use a pseudonym in public records.
By allowing victims to maintain their privacy as they pursue justice,
this bill will encourage more victims to come forward and will protect
their dignity in the process. SB 487 passed the House unanimously
and was signed into law by Governor Abbott in May.

* REPRESEN

E FLORES’ JOIN

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 5

SCR 5, the Senate companion to my resolution HCR 8, renamed
the middle school gym at the Texas School of the Deatf after Robert
Rives, the school's first head football coach and a trailblazing figure
in the deaf community. SCR 5 drew inspiration from @ unanimous
request by TSD's governing body to honor Mr. Rives, who taught
there for 42 years. The resolution was overwhelmingly approved in
the House by a 129-5 margin and signed by the governor shortly
affer that.

SENATE BILL 53

| carried Senator Judith Zaffirini’s SB 53 through passage in the
House. The bill eliminates a requirement for those filing a court
document electronically to submit a signed original version within
72 hours. That anfiquated law was in place to account for fading
ink from fax machines. This bill modernizes the Texas Mental Health
Code and cuts regulafory red tape. SB 53 passed the House
unanimously, 136-0, and has been signed info law by the governor.

HORED LEGIS

HOUSE BILL 2018

Since the 1990s, Texas has experienced a rapid loss of
agricultural land due to urbanization. Currently, a state
conservation program provides granfs to land trusts and similar
organizations so they can purchase conservation easements that
will protect agricultural land use. HB 2018 amends that program
fo ensure ifs easements actually maintain agricultural productivity.

HOUSE BILL 2842

Independent studies show that an overabundant whitetail deer
population can lead to increased vehicle collisions, disease
transmission, and habitat degradation for other species. As
you probably know, uncontrolled deer populations can be a
nuisance even in an urban area like HD 51. HB 2842 provides

a safe and controlled solution for deer management in Texas
by empowering cities and counties, state and federal agencies,
colleges and universities, and property owners’ associations to
apply for permits to manage their deer populations.

HOUSE BILL 4230

A recent report from the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
indicated that a key impediment to the development of regional
and statewide frail systems is a lack of coordination between
state agencies. HB 4230 will rectify this problem by creating

a framework for the planning, development, and management
of a unified hike and bike trail network, the Bicentennial Trail.

| was pleased to partner with CRT committee Chairman Will
Metcalf on this legislation.
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CAPITOL OFFICE:
P.O. Box 12910

Austin, Texas. 78711-2910
(512) 463-0674
District51:Flores@house.texas.gov

COMMITTEES:

Culture, Recreation & Tourism, Vice Chair' * Judiciary & Civil Jurisprudence

The Texas House of Representatives is an Equal Opportunity Employer and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion,
age or disability in employment or the provision of services. This newsletter is available in alternate formats upon request. Please call 1-800-241-1163.
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REPRESENTATIVE LULU FLORES’ OFFICE................cccooovcnmnriinnnnnen,

Attorney General

Child Support DIVISION ........ccovvvveiorreceesr 800 252-8014
Consumer Protection ..., 800 252-0508
Dept. of Protective Services.................ccovvvvveennn. 800 252-5400
Workforce Commission ..........cccceeeeeeeeeennnes 800 558-8321
Health & Human Services.................ccccoooovvccionnrnnnnn, 512 424-6500

800 578-4677

Dept. of Transportation 800 558-9368
Veterans Services............ccoovririieriecinecins 800 827-1000

Dept. of Insurance

512 463-0674

Dept. of Public Safety

Drivers LICENSE ... 512 424-2600

Roadside ASSIStANCE ......ov.oovvveoeeveceeeeee 800 252-8387
Medicaid.........cccoooiiviiioiii s 800 252-8263
Medicare..............cccoommiiiiiiiiien, 800 633-4227
Domestic Violence/Rape Crisis Hotline 800 656-4673
Suicide Crisis Lifeline.................ccoo.cccooorivviiomnriicioncceen 088
City Of AUSHIN ..ooooooovoccccee s 3N
Texas/ United Way Hotline ..............ccccccococcniiiiiiiiicccs. 21



