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Email State Representative 

Gary VanDeaver here. 

My office is here to help! I 

thank each of you for letting 

me serve you as your state 
representative. Please contact 

either the District or the Capitol 

office if there is anything we 
can do to help you. 

 

Around the District 

Texarkana Chamber of Commerce offers ACT WorkKeys 

The Texarkana Chamber of Commerce has endorsed a program aimed at helping 
Bowie County businesses and employers connect for better workforce 
opportunities and retention, according to the Bowie County Citizens Tribune.  

Thanks to a grant awarded by the T.L.L. Temple Foundation, the Texarkana Chamber 
of Commerce is offering the ACT WorkKeys National Career Readiness 
Certification, a job assessment system that measures foundational workplace 
abilities across industries. This system hones in on skills rather than academic 
knowledge, making it valuable to both employers and job seekers.  

The NCRC is a nationally recognized credential, with three main assessments—
applied math, graphic literacy, and workplace documents. ACT WorkKeys does not 
require any previous education. It is available to individuals of all ages and 
education levels.  

Winter Storm Fern & Boil Water Notices 

With the impacts of Winter Storm Fern continuing across the state, many 
communities in House District 1 may have experienced disruptions in utility 
services, including boil water notices issued by local water providers in 
coordination with the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ).  

These notices are issued as a public health precaution to ensure the safety of 
residents when water pressure or service is affected. If you are currently under a 
boil water notice, or want to better understand what one means and what steps to 
take, please refer to guidance from TCEQ at this link: 
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/drinkingwater/notices/bwn/understanding-
bwns#customer.  

State Updates 

United Women in Faith & Texas Impact Legislative Panel 

On January 26, 2026, Representative VanDeaver joined Representative Donna 
Howard of Austin for a discussion on key legislative updates from the 89th Texas 
Legislature. The conversation highlighted major priorities from the session, with a 
particular focus on public health and higher education; two areas where the 
members played active leadership roles.  

As Chair of the House Committee on Public Health, Rep. VanDeaver helped guide 
legislation aimed at strengthening Texas’ healthcare system, improving access to 
care, and supporting the wellbeing of all communities across the state, including 
rural and underserved areas. 

 

postsecondary opportunities.
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He also served as a member of the House Committee on Higher Education, where discussions centered on 
workforce readiness, affordability, and ensuring students in Texas have access to strong and competitive 
postsecondary opportunities.  

The bipartisan discussion emphasized the importance of collaboration across regions and party lines to address 
issues that impact Texans statewide. Thank you to the United Women in Faith and Texas Impact for hosting just an 
informative legislative event, and for sharing the successes in rural and urban Texas! 

Governor Abbott Announces Funding for Rural Healthcare 

On January 28, 2026, Governor Greg Abbott announced that the 
Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC) would be 
making $44 million in grant funding available to eligible hospitals 
that serve rural Texas.  

The Rural Health Financial Stabilization Grant’s goal is to provide 
support and resources for rural hospitals determined by HHSC to 
be at a moderate or high risk for financial instability. This grant was 
established by House Bill 18, which Representative VanDeaver 
authored. The grant will provide eligible rural hospitals financial 
support for operational costs and long-term financial solvency and 
sustainability. Grants will be provided to each recipient based on 
their financial need.  

House Bill 18 ensures that rural Texas has access to hospital and health care services and programs in rural 
counties defined as having a population of 68,750 or less. There are 156 counties in Texas that meet this 
population threshold, and over $100 million over the 2026-27 biennium has been appropriated to implement all of 
HB 18 measures across the state. For more information about House Bill 18, please visit 
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB18.  

Registering Children for “Trump Accounts” 

With tax season officially open as of Monday, January 26, families with minor children 
now have the option to register for “Trump accounts,” plus a one-time federal 
government contribution when filing 2025 tax returns. Trump accounts aim to start early 
wealth building for children with a one-time $1000 contribution from the U.S. 
Department of Treasury for children born between 2025-2028. 

Although these account contributions won’t start until July, families can start the process to open accounts and 
receive the $1000 Treasury deposit by making elections on IRS form 4547 when filing 2025 returns. There will also 
be an online tool on trumpaccounts.gov, which is expected to be available by the summer of 2026. For more 
information, please visit https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-4547.  

Useful State Government Websites 
Governor of Texas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . www.gov.texas.gov 

Texas Senate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . www.senate.texas.gov 

Texas House of Representatives . . . . . . . www.house.texas.gov 

State of Texas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . www.texas.gov 

Texas Legislature Online . . . . . . . . . . . . . www.capitol.texas.gov 

Office of the Attorney General . . . www.texasattorneygeneral.gov 

Health & Human Services Commission . . www.hhs.texas.gov 
Medicaid, Food Stamps, & TANF . . www.yourtexasbenefits.com 

Child/Elder Abuse Reporting . . . . . . . . . www.txabusehotline.org  

Texas 2-1-1 (United Way) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . www.211.org 

Texas Education Agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . www.tea.texas.gov 

Texas Department of Motor Vehicles . . . . . . . . www.txdmv.gov 

Texas Department of Transportation . . . . . . . . www.txdot.gov 

Texas Department of Public Safety . . . . . . . www.dps.texas.gov 

Texas Department of Insurance . . . . . . . . . . www.tdi.texas.gov 

Texas Parks & Wildlife Department . . . . . www.tpwd.texas.gov 
Texas Workforce Commission . . . . . . . . . . www.twc.texas.gov 

Texas Veterans Commission . . . . . . . . . . . . www.tvc.texas.gov 

 

 

Gov. Abbott signs House Bill 18. Photo taken in 
September by Governor’s Office Staff 
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