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89TH LEGISLATURE DISTRICT UPDATE

State Representative

' GARY VANDEAVER

House District 1
December 2025

PROUDLY REPRESENTING
OVER 194,000
CONSTITUENTS IN FIVE
COUNTIES

Bowie
Cass
Lamar
Morris
Red River

CAPITOL OFFICE
Office: E1.304
P.O. Box 2910
Austin, Texas 78768-2910
(512) 463 - 0692

DISTRICT OFFICE
Bowie County Courthouse
710 James Bowie Drive
New Boston, Texas 75570
(903) 628- 0361

Email State Representative
Gary VanDeaver here.

My office is here to help! I thank
each of you for letting me serve
you as your State Representative.
Please contact either the District
or the Capitol office if there is
anything we can do to help you.

Around the District

Texarkana has been officially designated a Tourism Friendly Texas Certified
Community by Travel Texas. This certification recognizes the city’s
commitment to strengthening tourism as a driver of local economic growth. The
certification highlights the work of Visit Texarkana and community leaders to
promote hospitality, attract visitors, and support local businesses and jobs. The
Governor noted that tourism plays a vital role in Texas’ economy by supporting
millions of jobs statewide and generating significant economic activity for local
communities. With this recognition, Texarkana now holds both Tourism Friendly
Texas and Film Friendly Texas certifications, positioning the city to continue
building on its success and attracting new opportunities. Representative
VanDeaver praised the collaborative efforts behind the designation, emphasizing
that Texarkana’s welcoming spirit and strong community pride are key reasons
visitors continue to return and invest in the region.
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For more information about the Tourism Friendly Texas Certified Community
program, visit: https://gov.texas.gov/tourism-friendly-texas

Community Leadership & Education.
Representative VanDeaver recently attended the
third annual Advocacy Summit hosted by Raise
Your Hand Texas, which brought together
educators, advocates, and community leaders from
across the state. During the summit, Rep.
VanDeaver participated in a fireside chat where he
spoke about the ABCs of school finance, helping
attendees better understand how Texas funds
public education and how those decisions impact
local school districts.

Rep. VanDeaver with East Texas Regional
Director of Advocacy, Dean Lee.
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Supporting Rural Educators. Representative VanDeaver participated as a featured speaker at the TAMS & TARS
Legislative Conference, held in Austin. The event was hosted in partnership with the Texas Association of Mid-Size
Schools (TAMS) and the Texas Association of Rural Schools (TARS) and focused on the unique challenges and
opportunities facing mid-size and rural school districts across Texas. During the conference, Rep. VanDeaver spoke
with educators and school leaders about education policy, school finance, and legislative priorities impacting their
communities. His participation highlighted his continued commitment to supporting public education and ensuring
that rural and mid-size districts have a strong voice at the Capitol.

New Laws Taking Effect. Several laws passed during the 89th Texas Legislative Session will take effect on January
1; these include:

o House Bill 9 (HB 9): Reduces property taxes for many businesses by exempting a portion of their inventory
from local property taxes, helping lower operating costs.

o Senate Bill 8 (SB 8): Strengthens Texas’ border security efforts by expanding state authority and resources
related to border enforcement and public safety.

o Senate Bill 38 (SB 38): Makes updates to public safety laws, including changes to how certain criminal cases
and enforcement procedures are handled.

Texans who would like to read the full text of these bills or learn more about other laws taking effect can visit Texas
Legislature Online at: https://capitol.texas.gov

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! My family and I wish you and your family a
blessed Merry Christmas this year and hope all the best for you and your family in 2026!

My District and Capitol offices will be closed from December 22 to January 5. Please leave
a voicemail, and my staff will contact you when they return to the office on January 5.

Social Media & Helpful Websites
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Useful State Government Websites

Governorof Texas................. WWW.gov.texas.gov Texas 2-1-1 (United Way) .. ................ www.211.0rg
TexasSenate...................... www.senate.texas.gov Texas Education Agency .. .............. www.tea.texas.gov
Texas House of Representatives.. ... ... Wwww.house.texas.gov Texas Department of Motor Vehicles . . ...... www.txdmv.gov
Stateof Texas...................... WWW.texas.gov Texas Department of Transportation. . ...... www.txdot.gov
Texas Legislature Online .. ........... www.capitol.texas.gov Texas Department of Public Safety . ... ... www.dps.texas.gov
Office of the Attorney General . . . www.texasattorneygeneral.gov Texas Department of Insurance . ......... www.tdi.texas.gov
Health & Human Services Commission . . www.hhs.texas.gov Texas Parks & Wildlife Department . . . .. www.tpwd.texas.gov
Medicaid, Food Stamps, & TANF . . www.yourtexasbenefits.com Texas Workforce Commission . . ........ www.twe.texas.gov
Child/Elder Abuse Reporting .. ....... www.txabusehotline.org Texas Veterans Commission .. .......... www.tvc.texas.gov
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