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Around the District

TexAmericas Commissions Locomotives.
TexAmericas Center commissioned two
locomotives on November 19th in Hooks,
Texas. Nearly 60 leaders, including state and
federal representatives and community
members, gathered to celebrate the
commissioning. This upgrade will enhance
safety, reliability and operational control. This
commissioning is part of a $3.15 million
investment into upgrading the Tex Americas
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FIVE COUNTIES VanDeaver commended TexAmericas and its partners for collaborating and working

Bowie together to. acquire the locqmotives. T}}is collaboration represents TexAmericg’s
Cuss goal to deliver as a beneficiary of public money. “They truly represent a practical
Lamar win for our area — a win for jobs, a win for safety, and a win for on-time deliveries,”
Morris Rep. VanDeaver said at the commissioning ceremony.
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The Lofts at the Grim wins 2025 Preservation Texas Honor Award. Preservation
Texas, the statewide nonprofit dedicated to safeguarding Texas’ historic and cultural

CAPITOL OFFICE heritage, presented The Lofts at the Grim in Texarkana the 2025 Preservation Texas
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P.O. Box 2910 Honor Award. Vashil Fernandez, planning and community development director,
Austin, Texas 78768-2910 accepted the award for the city of Texarkana during the ceremony on October 30th
(512) 463 - 0692 in San Antonio. The Lofts were chosen for the Historic Rehabilitation Award by a
panel of preservation professionals and architects from across the state. According
DISTRICT OFFICE to Fernandez, “This award absolutely underscores the value of preserving and
Bowie County Courthouse developine downt buildi Proiects like the Gri th
210 James Bowie Drive redeveloping downtown buildings. Projects like the Grim are more than
New Boston. Texas 75570 construction efforts; they are investments in community identity, economic vitality,
(903) 628- 0361 and long-term sustainability.” The Lofts were a nearly $43 million project that
began in late 2019. Residents began moving into the 93-unit building in October of
Email State Representative 2024. Congratulations to all professionals and community members who contributed
Gary VanDeaver here. to the Lofts!

Local Libraries Receive Grant Funding. The Texas State Library and Archives
Commission, supported by the Institute of Museum and Library Services, has
awarded competitive grants to two libraries in House District 1.Texarkana Public
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representative. Please contact Library receiqu a $75,000 Sp.ecial Prpjects Grant to expand digital literacy and
either the District or the Capitol workforce readiness. Funds will provide new computers, a self-checkout system,
office if there is anything we learning software, and equipment such as a projector and large
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format printer. The grant also includes staffing for technology classes and mobile training, with an expected reach of
more than 500 residents annually. The library also received a Library Infrastructure Facility Improvement Grant to
install a fiber-optic broadband connection, improve speed and reliability, and support connectivity up to 1 Gbps.
Facility upgrades will include Framery pods for telehealth, private interviews, digital literacy instruction, and small
business support.

Maud Public Library received a $47,850 Library Infrastructure Facility Improvement Grant to address foundation
issues, level the building, add a semi-private telehealth booth, upgrade computers, and enhance staff and volunteer
training to improve digital services and community access.

Congratulations to the Texarkana and Maud public libraries! We are so excited for
the expanded services, improved access, and meaningful access that these grants will
bring to House District 1.

HD 1 Christmas Ornament. Each year since joining the legislature, House District 1
has submitted an ornament designed and created by residents. The ornament is hung
in December on the Christmas tree in the Chamber of the Texas House of
Representatives at the Austin Capitol. This year, Bristol Berry, 10th grade art student
at Pleasant Grove High School in Texarkana, Texas has created the 2025 Capitol
Christmas Ornament, which has been called “Traveling the Piney Woods of
Northeast Texas.”

Thank you to Bristol for sharing her talents with us, and for the beautiful ornament. I
am very grateful to Bristol for her time and creativity, and for depicting the

beauty of House District 1 so well. “Traveling the Piney Woods of
Northeast Texas,” created by Bristol

Berry.

City of Maud Employees Restore Trammel’s Trace Monument. After a
resident of Maud called to report a monument on Highway 67 between Maud
and Redware was down, city of Maud employees resurrected and restored
it. The monument on Trammel’s Trace is the Site of Epperson’s Ferry,
commemorating the ferry crossing used by early travelers on the trace,
including Caddo Indians, French and Spanish explorers, and other early
travelers until 1837. The marker is a 1936 Texas Centennial marker that was
moved to its current location in 1956 after its original site was submerged by
Lake Texarkana. The City of Texarkana has also installed other signs marking
the historic route of Trammel’s Trace along public roadways and in parks.
Thank you to the resident who brought this to our attention and to the City of
Maud employees for preserving this important piece of local history! City of Maud employees restoring
Trammel’s Trace Monument.

Linden High School Culinary Competition. On November 4th, Linden-

Kildare High School culinary students competed in the “Tiger Takeover,” a culinary competition. Students began
planning and practicing recipes in September. Winners would get to work with the cafeteria staff to prepare their
dishes. Students were to create a dish that could be made in a school cafeteria with a focus on taste, presentation, and
ease of recipe production for a school setting.

Superintendent Rex Burks, Rep. Gary VanDeaver, Chef Matthew Murr and Chef Ann Knopp judged the final four
competitors. Winners were Chef Rosie Certantes and Sous Chef Aniyah Linwood. Congratulations to the winners of
the Tiger Takeover Culinary Competition!
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TxDOT Announces New Atlanta District Engineer. On November 3, the

Texas Department of Transportation announced that Katie Martin, P.E. ™

was selected as the new Atlanta district engineer. Martin will oversee s Texas
planning, design, building, operation, and maintenance of the state

transportation system for the Atlanta District’s nine-county area. This I D e p a r t m e n t
Titus and Upshur Counties. of Transpo,.tation

district includes Bowie, Camp, Cass, Harrison, Marion, Morris, Panola,

Previously, Martin served as the Atlanta District director of transportation

planning and development and as an advance planning engineer. Martin

obtained her Bachelor of Science in Mathematics from Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge. She and her
husband Jeff have been married 24 years, and have two sons who are students in the Atlanta Independent School
District.

“It’s an honor to serve the people of this district. I will work very hard to continue the momentum and deliver projects
that serve the citizens of East Texas,” Martin said. “I am so grateful to be the district engineer in the area where I grew
up. My children go to school here, and I have a 17-year-old that drives these roads every day. I take everyone,
including my whole family who still lives here, into consideration when I plan and deliver projects.”

Martin began her new duties as district engineer on November 1. Congratulations to Ms. Martin!

Around the State

Results of the November 4 Ballot. For the November 2025 Texas Constitutional Amendment Election, voters
approved all 17 amendments to the state constitution. The amendments covered a broad range of issues, including
property tax relief, investments in infrastructure, bail reform, parental rights, border security, and dementia research.
Statewide turnout for this election was about 3 million Texans, or about 15% of registered voters in the state. To view
a complete list of all constitutional amendments, please visit this link:
https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/november-2025-ballot-
language-17.pdf

Rep. VanDeaver Serves on Trib Fest Panel. On November 13™, Rep.
VanDeaver served as a panelist for the Texas Tribune Festival and spoke
about legislation impacting water from the 89" session, the water supply
in House District 1, and how Texas must continually update technology,
regulations and safeguards for groundwater. During the session
“Running Out,” panelists spoke about the state of Texas water supply,
infrastructure, and methods for increasing sustainability. Panelists also
spoke about the recently voter-approved Proposition 4, which approves
$20 billion to be spent on water supply, infrastructure and education
over the next 20 years.

Texas Tribune Festival Panel “Running Out.”

Rep. VanDeaver Speaks at Tex-21 Event. On Friday, November 7,

Rep. VanDeaver spoke at the Transportation Excellence for the 21st Century conference at the Texarkana Regional
Airport, discussing the importance of investing in multi-modal transportation to strengthen the economy. Arkansas
State Representative Carol Darby also participated. Discussion points emphasized how Texas’ rapidly growing
population—an estimated 1,300 new residents each day—places significant pressure on transportation systems and
related infrastructure. The 89th Legislature appropriated nearly $40 billion for state roads and $22 million for
improvements at the Texarkana Regional Airport. Thank you to Tex-21 for the opportunity to participate!
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Texas gets Funding for Broadband. Acting Texas Comptroller Kelly Hancock announced on November 20 that
Texas has been awarded $1.3 billion of federal funds through the Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment
program, or BEAD. The submitted plan outlines efforts to bring high-speed internet to underserved communities by
connecting over 123,000 locations with fiber, 65,000 with satellite, and 54,000 with wireless radio signals. According
to the Comptroller’s press release, this plan will make it possible for almost every Texas location on the Federal
Communications Commission’s National Broadband Map to connect to high-speed internet for the first time in
history. Over 2.8 million Texas households and 7 million people lack broadband, largely in rural regions. This new
grant marks a meaningful step towards development in rural regions and access.

Happy Thanksgiving! As we end the Thanksgiving week and prepare to go into
the Christmas season, I want to express my thanks for my family, friends, and
constituents who I work to serve every day. I am so blessed to live and work in
our part of Texas where we help one another to be the best we can be. I wish you
and your family a blessed and safe holiday season.

Useful State Government Websites

Governorof Texas................. WWW.gov.texas.gov Texas 2-1-1 (United Way) .. ................ www.211.0rg
TexasSenate...................... Www.senate.texas.gov Texas Education Agency .. .............. www.tea.texas.gov
Texas House of Representatives. ... ... www.house.texas.gov Texas Department of Motor Vehicles .. ...... www.txdmv.gov
Stateof Texas...................... WWW.texas.gov Texas Department of Transportation. . ...... www.txdot.gov
Texas Legislature Online . ............ www.capitol.texas.gov Texas Department of Public Safety . ... ... www.dps.texas.gov
Office of the Attorney General . . . www.texasattorneygeneral.gov Texas Department of Insurance . ......... www.tdi.texas.gov
Health & Human Services Commission . . www.hhs.texas.gov Texas Parks & Wildlife Department . . . .. www.tpwd.texas.gov
Medicaid, Food Stamps, & TANF . . www.yourtexasbenefits.com Texas Workforce Commission . ......... www.twec.texas.gov
Child/Elder Abuse Reporting......... www.txabusehotline.org Texas Veterans Commission .. .......... www.tvc.texas.gov
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