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State Representative 

GARY VANDEAVER
House District 1 

Around the District 

Celebrating Early Learning in 

Texarkana. Representative VanDeaver 

attended the Open House and Ribbon 

Cutting Ceremony for the Paul Laurence 

Dunbar Early Education Center, 

Texarkana Independent School District’s 

innovative new campus designed for 

three- and four-year-old learners. The 

center serves as a key investment in 

expanding early childhood education 

across the district, providing young 

students with engaging, hands-on 

learning opportunities in a setting built 

specifically for early development. The 

new facility offers modern classrooms, 

interactive spaces, and a curriculum 

focused on building foundational skills 

that prepare children for lifelong 

success. Representative VanDeaver 

joined local educators, parents, and 

community members in celebrating this 

milestone for Texarkana ISD and its 

youngest learners. 

Texas A&M University–Texarkana has 

announced the creation of its first 

football program! Plans for a new 

stadium and athletic expansion are 

underway at Texas A&M Texarkana. The 

university shared that Red River Credit 

Union will be the official naming partner for the new football stadium as well as a new 

financial literacy and investment center on campus. The stadium, which will be called 

RRCU Stadium, will be located on university property along University Avenue in 

Texarkana. It will hold about six thousand fans and include features such as artificial turf, 

suites, and club seating. The goal is for the football team to begin playing in the fall of 

2027, with the stadium ready for use the following year. 

This addition marks an exciting new chapter for the university’s athletic department. 

Texas A&M University–Texarkana plans to compete in the Lone Star Conference as part of 

its move into NCAA Division II. To find more information about the new stadium, click 

here. 
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Email State Representative  

Contact Gary VanDeaver’s office 

at District1.VanDeaver@house.texas.gov. 

My office is here to help! I thank 

each of you for letting me serve 

you as your state representative. 

Please contact either the District or 

the Capitol office if there is 

anything we can do to help you. 

 

 

Rep. VanDeaver at Open House and Ribbon 
Cutting Ceremony. From left to right, Rep. 
VanDeaver, Todd Marshall, and Don Morriss. 

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for the Paul Laurence 
Dunbar Early Education Center. From left to right, 
Fred Norton, previous board member; Tommy 
Patterson, Dunbar Alumni; Doug Brubaker, 
Superintendent; Bryan DePriest, School Board 
Secretary; Karen Brown, Dunbar Principal; Wanda 
Boyette, School Board President; Rachel Sparks, 
Dunbar Asst. Principal; Paul Miller, School Board 
Member; Amy Bowers, School Board Vice 
President; Bill Kimbro, School Board Member; Bob 
Bruggeman, Mayor of Texarkana, Texas 
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Representative Gary VanDeaver attends the 2025 East Texas 

Water Utility Symposium. Representative Gary VanDeaver 

attended the 2025 East Texas Water Utility Symposium, hosted 

by the Texas Rural Water Association in Tyler. The event 

brought together local leaders, utility professionals, and 

policymakers to discuss key issues affecting rural and small 

community water systems across East Texas. Panelists 

highlighted the importance of maintaining reliable and efficient 

water infrastructure, and Rep. VanDeaver emphasized the vital 

role that water utilities play in supporting local economies and 

protecting the health of rural communities. The symposium 

also provided an opportunity for collaboration on improving 

system management, addressing regulatory challenges, and 

planning for future infrastructure needs. 

 

Food Banks Ready to Support Families Amid SNAP Schedule Changes 

Beginning in November, changes to the federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) disbursement 

schedule may affect when households receive their benefits. In response, food banks across Texas are preparing for 

an expected increase in demand as families adjust to the new payment timelines. 

Food banks and their partner agencies are working to ensure that food resources remain available across both 

urban and rural communities. These organizations continue to serve as trusted community resources, offering 

nutritious food and connections to additional assistance programs for those who may need support. 

Community members can also play a key role by volunteering their time or helping share information about 

available food resources. To find nearby assistance or learn about volunteer opportunities, visit Feeding America’s 

food locator or call 211 to connect with local support. 

 

Town Hall Q&A Regarding Marvin Nichols Reservoir. Representatives VanDeaver 

and Hefner attended a public Town Hall Q&A on October 28 in Mount Pleasant to 

discuss the Marvin Nichols Reservoir. The event provided an opportunity for 

attendees to ask questions, share feedback, and learn more about the reservoir 

and related legislative actions. 

In relation to ongoing discussions about water resources and long-term planning, 

Proposition 4, appearing on the November 4 ballot, would direct a portion of 

preexisting tax revenue to the Texas Water Fund. This fund supports water supply 

and storage projects, infrastructure updates, conservation efforts, drought 

response, and improvements to rural and regional water systems—topics closely 

tied to conversations surrounding the Marvin Nichols project.  

Rep. VanDeaver at the 2025 East Texas Water Utility 
Symposium. From left to right, moderator Mary Alice 
McKaughan, Representative Cody Harris, Representative Gary 
VanDeaver, and Representative Daniel Alders. 

Rep. VanDeaver speaking at the Mt. 
Pleasant Town Hall. 
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Around the State  

Reminder: Mark Your Calendar for November 4, 2025. This fall, voters across Texas will 

have the opportunity to cast their ballots in the statewide election on Tuesday, 

November 4, 2025. 

Voters are encouraged to prepare early by reviewing their sample ballots, 
confirming their registration status, and locating their polling places ahead of 
Election Day. 

You can find more information using the following resources: 

• Check your voter registration status: https://www.votetexas.gov/register  
• Find your polling place and sample ballot: https://www.votetexas.gov 
• Apply to vote by mail (if eligible): https://www.sos.texas.gov/elections/voter/reqabbm.shtml  
• Learn more about the election: https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/index.shtml 

Make your plan to vote and have your voice heard this November. 

“Hiring Red, White, & You!” Annual Veterans Hiring Event. The 
Texas Workforce Commission, in partnership with local workforce 
boards, will host its annual Hiring Red, White, & You! events this 
November to connect Veterans, service members, and military 
spouses across the state.  

Since 2012, this statewide hiring initiative has linked over 150,000 job seekers with more than 26,000 employers- 
including 4,300+ same day hires, helping thousands of veterans find meaningful careers after military service. Events 
are held in communities across Texas, offering in-person networking, on-the-spot interviews, and valuable 
employment resources.  

Whether you are a veteran looking for your next opportunity or an employer hoping to hire skilled, dedicated 
workers, this event is a great way to make connections and strengthen Texas’ workforce. To find events near you 
and find more information about the Texas Workforce Commission and its programs, visit: 
https://www.twc.texas.gov/services/veterans/hiring-red-white-you.   

 

Useful State Government Websites 

Governor of Texas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . www.gov.texas.gov 

Texas Senate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . www.senate.texas.gov 

Texas House of Representatives . . . . . . . www.house.texas.gov 

State of Texas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . www.texas.gov 

Texas Legislature Online . . . . . . . . . . . . . www.capitol.texas.gov 

Office of the Attorney General . . . www.texasattorneygeneral.gov 

Health & Human Services Commission . . www.hhs.texas.gov 

Medicaid, Food Stamps, & TANF . . www.yourtexasbenefits.com 

Child/Elder Abuse Reporting . . . . . . . . . www.txabusehotline.org  

Texas 2-1-1 (United Way) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . www.211.org 

Texas Education Agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . www.tea.texas.gov 

Texas Department of Motor Vehicles . . . . . . . . www.txdmv.gov 

Texas Department of Transportation . . . . . . . . www.txdot.gov 

Texas Department of Public Safety . . . . . . . www.dps.texas.gov 

Texas Department of Insurance . . . . . . . . . . www.tdi.texas.gov 

Texas Parks & Wildlife Department . . . . . www.tpwd.texas.gov 

Texas Workforce Commission . . . . . . . . . . www.twc.texas.gov 

Texas Veterans Commission . . . . . . . . . . . . www.tvc.texas.gov 

 

 


