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Around the District

TxDOT opens new district headquarters in
Paris. Earlier this month, the Texas
Department of Transportation (TxDOT)
held a ribbon cutting ceremony to
celebrate the opening of its new Paris
District headquarters. The TxDOT press
release states that:

“The state-of-the-art facility, spanning
120,000 square feet across 12 buildings,
represents a landmark moment for the
region, ensuring 160 high-quality jobs

PROUDLY REPRESENTING remain in Paris while securing the legacy
OVER 194,000 CONSTITUENTS of the Paris District Office. The ribbon-
IN FIVE COUNTIES cutting ceremony, held at the new
Bowie headquarters in the PEDC-Owned Gene
Cass Stallings Park, gathered 200 attendees,
Lamar including TxDOT staff, leadership, former Pictured [ -r: Reece DeWoody(Senator
Morris leadership, PEDC Board Members, City Hughes's office); Robbin Bass
Red River Counci epresentatives citystaff, (ST T e ey
chamber representatives, project the grand opening ofthe new Paris District
CAPITOL OFFICE contributors, and citizens. This new TDOT office.
Office: E1.304 facility is a testament to the partnership
P.O. Box: 2910 between TxDOT and our region,” said Josh Bray, Chair of the PEDC.”
Austin, Texas 78768-2910
(512) 463 - 0692 Marvin Nichols Reservoir update. On June 26, 2025, the Texas Water
Development Board (TWDB) found that an interregional conflict existed between
DISTRICT OFFICE the 2026 Region C and Region D Initially Prepared Plans and invited the regional

water planning groups to engage in mediation to attempt to resolve the

conflict. Both regions chose participants to the mediation process and met from
July 25 — 31, 2025. At the end of the mediation, the participants from Region C
and Region D agreed to resolve the conflict by agreeing to the following:

Bowie County Courthouse
710 James Bowie Drive
New Boston, Texas 75570
(903) 628 - 0361

e Region C will make Toledo Bend a Recommended Strategy (alongside Marvin
Nichols Reservoir) so both can be explored.

e Region C will advance the Marvin Nichols project to 2070.

e Region C will seek funding from TWDB to facilitate and conduct an “Apples-
to-Apples” monetary and non-monetary comparison of the Marvin Nichols
and Toledo Bend projects. Study is to be conducted by firm(s) that can
provide a fresh assessment, commence by March 2026, and be completed by
July 2027.

Email State Representative
Gary VanDeaver here.

My office is here to help! I thank each
of you for letting me serve you as
your state representative. Please
contact either the District or the
Capitol office if there is anything we
can help you with.
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e Neither Region will protest either regional plan; and, each Region’s board and board members
will serve as representatives of this agreement, refraining from activities whose aim is to
adversely impact the examination of the Marvin Nichols project prior to 2030. Members may
continue to express their personal preferences and opinions regarding the proposed project but
agree to honor the process outlined in this agreement.

e No application for permitting would occur for Marvin Nichols prior to 2030.

The above items are just a portion of items included in the mediation agreement. The TWDB website
has more information at https://www.twdb.texas.gov/board/2025/06/Board2/Brd02.pdf.

School accountability ratings released by TEA. Earlier this month, the Texas Education Agency (TEA)
released the 2025 A-F accountability ratings for public school systems and campuses across the

state. According to the TEA press release, “the release of the 2025 A-F Ratings reestablishes critical
transparency for Texas families, communities and school leaders after two years of lawsuit-induced
delays. The A—F Accountability System is structured to balance rigor, fairness and transparency;
establishing goals for preparing students for postsecondary success while acknowledging their effort
and progress.” When comparing 2025 results to previous years, TEA reported that “1,208 districts and
9,084 campuses were rated in 2025. Compared with 2024, 24% of districts and 31% of campuses
improved their letter grade. Most campuses maintained their previous rating, and only a small
portion—15%—saw a decline. 43% of high-poverty campuses in Texas were rated an A or B, continuing
to prove that demographics do not equal destiny.” Parents can access the ratings for their children’s
specific school district and campus by visiting www.txschools.gov.

Around the state.

Ongoing special sessions. The legislature is currently meeting in its
second called special session this summer since the regular session
adjourned on June 2. The governor’s “call” (agenda) for the first
special session included 18 items with several subjects providing
relief and assistance in response to the deadly and tragic July flooding
and storms in Kerrville and other parts of Central Texas. Other issues
included protecting unborn children; mid-decade redistricting of US
Congressional districts; property tax relief; protecting children from
THC and regulating hemp-derived products; cutting property taxes;
eliminating the STAAR test; among several others critical issues. Over
50 House members fled the state in July to stall the work on
redistricting, but it also prevented bills from being referred to
committees and heard on the floor. During that time, House
committees continued to hear bills that had been referred to them
prior to the quorum break.

Looking up atthe ceiling ofthe Texas
Capitolfrom the first floor Rotunda.

Governor calls 2™ special session. The first special session adjourned on August 15, but the governor
immediately called a second special session and added the issue of “camp safety” to the call. Since
then, the governor has added several other items to the call directing the legislature to pass bills
relating to accessing ivermectin without a prescription from a medical professional; reversing a
provision in a bill (SB 2217 — 89R) that passed on June 1, 2025, and was signed by the governor on June
20, which allowed registered voters to change their address the day of an election; and authorizing
contracts with sheriffs and constables for the provision of law enforcement services. The second special
session must end no later than September 13, 2025.
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Bills already passed this special session. The following bills have passed during the current 2" special
session (https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-announces-special-session-2) while other
bills relating to the call are still working their way through the legislative process:

e SB 3 —providing outdoor warning sirens in flash flood-prone areas.

e SB 8 - protecting women’s privacy in sex-segregated spaces such as bathrooms. This bill has
already passed the Senate and was approved by the House on August 28; there are still some
“housekeeping” things to take care of before the bill can be sent to the governor for his
signature.

e SB 11 -—relating to the prosecution for certain victims of trafficking of persons or compelling
prostitution.

e SB 12 —allowing the attorney general to prosecute violations of the election code.

e HB 4 —redrawing maps for members of the US House of Representatives.

e HB 16 —this bill, known as the “omnibus courts bill,” is in response to the governor’s veto of SB
2878 from the regular session. Both the vetoed bill and HB 16 include provisions relating to the
Bowie County Court-at-Law to expand its jurisdiction that Rep. VanDeaver filed as HB 1469 (89R)
to better serve the citizens of Bowie County.

e HB 25 —Texas is set to become the fifth state in the United States to allow people to purchase
ivermectin over the counter without a prescription with the passage of HB 25.

The following bills are still working their way through the legislative process:

e HB 1/SB 1 - relating to youth camp and campground preparedness and safety.

e HB 7 —known as the Woman and Child Protection Act, the bill will prohibit the manufacture of
and sale or distribution of abortion-inducing drugs in Texas.

e SB5-—making supplemental appropriations for disaster relief and emergency preparedness.

e SB6 - banning the use of hemp and preventing children from having access to these
products. The governor vetoed the regular session version of this bill, SB 3, and he has said that
he wants a regulated market for hemp rather than a total ban.
During the current special session, the Senate has passed SB 6, which is a total ban on the use of
hemp. Just before the first special session adjourned on August 15, the House Committee on
Public Health met on August 13 for almost 12 hours and heard from about 100 people including
those who supported a full ban on THC and hemp products, as well as people who supported a
regulated hemp market. The issue is still pending before the committee.

e SB 10 - calculating the voter-approved tax rate for certain taxing units.

Texas Energy Fund awards funding to SWEPCO. The legislature in 2023, adopted bills to expand
funding opportunities to the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUC) through the new Texas Energy
Fund (TEF) to provide grants and loans to finance the construction, maintenance, modernization and
operation of electric facilities in the state. The creation of the new
TEF was approved by Texas voters during the November 2023,
General Election.

This session, additional legislation was passed to make technical
changes to the TEF, and to adjust certain financing requirements,
programmatic caps and deadlines for loans and grants awarded from
the TEF that provides funding through four programs:

e In-ERCOT Generation Loan Program

e Completion Bonus Grant Program

e Outside ERCOT Grant Program

e Texas Backup Power Package Program
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Earlier this month, the PUC approved four projects as part of the TEF with one of those
projects in the “Outside ERCOT Grant Program.” SWEPCO, which provides electricity
for much of House District 1 was awarded $200,000,000 to replace aging copper wire
and utility poles over 700 miles that are frequently exposed to severe weather. This is
welcome news as it will enable the company to shore up its infrastructure to help
reduce and minimize electrical outages during severe weather events and other
disasters.

SWepCco

Chief of staff retiring. As of August 31, 2025, Chief of Staff, Trish Conradt, will retire from the House of
Representatives. Since August 1996, Trish has worked for four members of the Texas House of
Representatives (Speaker Pete Laney (HD 85); Rep. Joe Heflin (HD 85); Rep. Todd Smith (HD 92); and
Rep. Gary VanDeaver (HD 1)) and has worked for the House for 23 of the last 29 years. Before joining
the House of Representatives, Trish worked for almost 20 years (1977 — 1996) for the Texas Association
of School Boards. Trish said:

Working for the Texas House of Representatives has been a true honor in my life, and | love helping
members and their constituents. No two days are the same, which keeps the job interesting and
challenging.

When | started working for Speaker Laney, | was a single mom with a senior in high school and a
sixth grader. | have experienced many exciting and challenging times since then and am now a
proud grandmother to four wonderful grandkids who all live in the Austin area. |1 am truly blessed
to have my family close and supportive of the next chapter in my life.

Though she is retiring from the House, Trish is not going too far away
because in September she starts an orientation session to become a
member of the Capitol tour guide office. Trish went on to say:

Our office has been blessed with wonderful staff over the years, and
| have learned so much from them. They all threw themselves into
the hard work and long hours with the number one goal of “making
our boss look good”! | owe a huge debt of gratitude to each and
everyone of them, as well as big “thank you.” Our office would not
be the success it is without the time and talents each of them
brought to the job.

Finally, | cannot retire without expressing my sincerest thanks and
extreme, heartfelt gratitude to Rep. VanDeaver whom | have worked
for since January 2015. | have been so fortunate to work with Rep. COS Conradt with current and
VanDeaver over these last 10 years seeing how dedicated and caring = former staff members (Grace Keily,
he is in trying to forward policies that not only help people in House Erin Taravella & Becky Calahan) who
L . . . are graduates ofthe Bush Schoolof
District 1, but positively impact the entire state of Texas. He works Government at Texas A&M University
so hard and cares deeply about doing the right thing. Rep. at College Station.

VanDeaver is truly one of the best legislators!!
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Rep. VanDeaver reflected on Trish’s retirement, saying:

The success of our office, and my success as a
legislator, is due in large part to Trish. Her experience,
her wisdom, and her dedication to the people of
District 1 have been invaluable. From day one, she
made sure that our constituents were taken care of
and that our office ran smoothly.

Over the last decade, Trish has been more than a chief
of staff. She has been a trusted advisor, a steady hand,
and a friend. Her legacy of service and professionalism
will carry on long after her retirement, and while we
will miss her tremendously, we are excited to see her
begin this new chapter.

89" Legislative Session Team: Alex Maldanado, Trish
Conradt, Representative VanDeaver, Erin Taravella

Useful State Government Websites

GOVEINOT Of TEXAS .vveevivveeeeeiressiieeesireeesiinees WWW.20V.texas. ooV Texas 2-1-1 (United Way).......coceverienienieieiiencseeiene www.211.org
TEXAS SENALE......cveeeieeeeieeeieieteieeee et WWW.senate.texas.gov Texas Education Aency ..........cococeeviieiviiinniinnnnn, www.tea.texas.gov
Texas House of Representatives ...........coccen... www.house.texas.gov Texas Department of Motor Vehicles...........c.ceevennee. www.txdmv.gov
State OF TEXAS ..vvevvvirieriirieireirie it see e sre e WWW.texas.gov Texas Department of Transportation .............ccccceevee. www.txdot.gov
Texas Legislature Online..............ccoevveverenenens www.capitol.texas.gov Texas Department of Public Safety...........c.......... www.dps.texas.gov
Office of the Attorney General.............. www.texasattorneygeneral.gov Texas Department of Insurance.............c.cceeeernennee. www.tdi.texas.gov
Health & Human Services Commission . . www.hhs.texas.gov Medicaid, Texas Parks & Wildlife Department................... www.tpwd.texas.gov
Food Stamps, & TANF . . www.yourtexasbenefits.com Child/Elder Texas Workforce CommiSSion ........ccuvevereevviivenns WWW.twc.texas.gov
Abuse Reporting........ccccovvvvrereeeereninninnieenns www.txabusehotline.org Texas Veterans Commission ..........c.oeuveenneee WWW.tVe.texas.gov
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