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Constitutional Amendment Election - November 2015

Dear Friends & Neighbors,

It is an honor and a privilege to represent you in Texas House District 99.

The 84th Legislative Session convened on January 13, 2015 and ended June 1, 2015.  The 

legislature successfully addressed a number of issues important to our district and to Texas.  

We cut taxes by almost $4 billion across the state, substantially increased border protection, 

and protected 2nd Amendment rights.  The legislature balanced the state budget and capped 

spending at a growth rate of less than two percent while maintaining over $11 billion in our 

state’s “Rainy Day Fund.”  Job creation, increased education and transportation funding, 

and greater transparency and accountability in government are other areas with notable 

improvements.  

Since 1876, Texans have approved almost 500 amendments to the 

Texas constitution.  On Tuesday, November 3, 2015, you will have 

the opportunity to cast your vote for seven proposed constitutional 

amendments.  This newsletter contains a short summary of each 

proposed amendment, and I hope you will take this information with 

you to the polls to vote.

A more detailed analysis of each proposed amendment can be found 

online at www.hro.state.tx.us (see publication entitled Constitutional 

Amendments).  Please take the time to participate in the constitutional 

Amendment Election this fall, and do not hesitate to contact me if I 

can be of service.

Sincerely,

charlie Geren

charlie Geren
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Please take this with you to the polls on November 3!

 number Ballot language

Proposition 1 

o Yes

o No

(SJR 1) 
“The constitutional amendment increasing the amount of the residence homestead exemption 
from ad valorem taxation for public school purposes from $15,000 to $25,000, providing for 
a reduction of the limitation on the total amount of ad valorem taxes that may be imposed 
for those purposes on the homestead of an elderly or disabled person to reflect the increased 
exemption amount, authorizing the legislature to prohibit a political subdivision that has 
adopted an optional residence homestead exemption from ad valorem taxation from reducing 
the amount of or repealing the exemption, and prohibiting the enactment of a law that imposes 
a transfer tax on a transaction that conveys fee simple title to real property.”

Proposition 2 

o Yes

o No

(HJR 75) 
“The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to provide for an exemption 
from ad valorem taxation of all or part of the market value of the residence homestead of 
the surviving spouse of a 100 percent or totally disabled veteran who died before the law 
authorizing a residence homestead exemption for such a veteran took effect.”

Proposition 3 

o Yes

o No

(SJR 52) 
“The constitutional amendment repealing the requirement that state officers elected by voters 
statewide reside in the state capital.”

Proposition 4 

o Yes

o No

(HJR 73) 
“The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to permit professional sports team 
charitable foundations to conduct charitable raffles.”  The amendment will allow non-profit 
foundations like the Texas Rangers Baseball Foundation to increase their fundraising activities 
for recipients such as: Special Olympics, American cancer Society; Reviving Baseball in Inner 
cities (RBI); and other community service programs.   

Proposition 5 

o Yes

o No

(SJR 17) 
“The constitutional amendment to authorize counties with a population of 7,500 or less to 
perform private road construction and maintenance.”

Proposition 6 

o Yes

o No

(SJR 22) 
“The constitutional amendment recognizing the right of the people to hunt, fish, and harvest 
wildlife subject to laws that promote wildlife conservation.”

Proposition 7 

o Yes

o No

(SJR 5) 
“The constitutional amendment dedicating certain sales and use tax revenue and motor vehicle 
sales, use, and rental tax revenue to the state highway fund to provide funding for nontolled 
roads and the reduction of certain transportation-related debt.”

child Abuse Hotline . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-252-5400

child Support . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-252-8014

children’s Health Insurance (cHIP) . . . . . . . . .  800-318-2596

consumer complaints . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  800-621-0508

crime Stoppers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-252-8477

Disability Issues  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 512-463-5739

Employee Rights  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-832-2829

Governors Information & Referral . . . . . . . . . . . 512-463-1782

Insurance consumer Helpline  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 512-463-6515

Lawyer Referral Service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 512-472-8303

Volunteer Legal Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 512-476-5550

Medicaid Fraud Division  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 512-463-2011

Medicaid Information  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-252-8263

Medicare Information . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-633-4227

Nursing Home complaints  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-458-9858

Passport Information  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  877-487-2778

Social Security Information  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-772-1213

Veterans Information  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-827-1000

TX Veterans commission  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-252-8387

TX Department of Transportation . . . . . . . . . . . 800-285-6997

TX Family Violence Hotline . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-374-4673

Tarrant county commissioners court  . . . . . . . 817-884-1111

Tarrant county Elections  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 817-831-8683

Early Voting  
October 19 - October 30

Election Day 
Tuesday, November 3, 2015

Rep. Geren with Governor Abbot, Lt. Governor Patrick & Speaker Straus.
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