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Dear Panhandle Neighbors, 

Recently, when speaking before a group of students about their state government, I was asked what aspect 

of serving as your state representative is the most enjoyable. Without hesitation, it is the privilege of working 

with so many constituents on vital public policies so that our shared hopes and dreams for an even brighter 

Lone Star State can indeed become a reality. Because the decisions made at the Texas Capitol impact 

virtually every aspect of our lives, it is important to provide you with this Capitol Update. 

As your state representative, I continue to vigorously work with many of you so that, together, our shared 

Panhandle values are heard and reflected in our state laws and policies. This includes making sure we have a 

fiscally responsible state budget, encouraging sound economic development and private sector job growth, 

and continuing to find and apply common-sense, workable solutions so that Texas can meet its future 

obligations concerning education, water and other essential infrastructure needs. 

Throughout the most recent regular and special sessions, and since they concluded, many of you shared 

your thoughts in person, in writing, and by telephone. Thank you for doing so. Also, a special thank 

you to the many constituents who travelled to the Capitol for events, hearings, and meetings, and 

who have worked and continue to work with my staff and me on many legislative measures ranging 

from healthcare to education and from public safety to water. Some of the many constituent highlights 

include: 

• Hosting constituent Oleta Smith as she represented all Texas ‘Gold Star Mothers’ at the Capitol 

dedication of the Texas Vietnam Veterans Monument; 

• Working with local water leaders in helping pass House Bill 4 for essential water infrastructure; 

• Recognizing area ag leaders in the House Chamber and authoring the Farm Bureau Day Resolution;

• Working with the Stratford Lions Club in passing a bill honoring the memory of DPS Trooper Booth;

• Working with Agrium and Borger officials in helping their $720 million plant expansion occur; 

• Visiting with area teacher Mika Sloan and her talented high school students over lunch in our Capitol 

office; and

• Working with local healthcare providers on the complex issues pertaining to services provided by the state  

healthcare agencies now under Sunset review. 

In addition to working on legislation for the 2015 legislative session, we regularly help many constituents 

navigate issues involving state agencies. A recent example is the May 2014 wildfire in Hutchinson 

County. My staff and I immediately went to work obtaining assistance from various state agencies, and 

we have provided continuous support to local officials in our effort to provide all eligible state aid for 

ongoing disaster recovery efforts. In all these matters, it is an honor to serve as your state representative. 

God Bless Texas!

Four Price 
State Representative

Many of the bills I authored, co-authored, and 
sponsored were signed into law. Several of these were 
originally brought to us by constituents who also 
traveled to the Capitol to testify in support of their 
passage into law. A few of our latest legislative successes 
are summarized below.

Protecting Children, the Elderly, and Persons with 
Disabilities: Authored HB 220 giving judges the 
ability to hand down longer prison sentences for those 
who prey on children, the elderly, or persons with a 
disability. 

Improving Patient Safety: Authored HB 729 
enabling hospitals, healthcare facilities, and nursing 
home facilities to obtain more complete criminal 
history information on those who have direct access 
to patients and residents.

Honoring Fallen Trooper Booth: Authored HB  
1238 naming a portion of our state highway in Stratford 

in memory of DPS Trooper Bobby Steve Booth, who 
was slain in the line of duty.

Protecting Children in Cars: Authored HB 1294 
enhancing the child safety seat law to ensure that more 
children are properly secured in a safe, operative child 
safety seat system.

Helping Injured Texans: Authored HB 1869, a major 
win for injured Texans by changing the way health 
insurers are reimbursed in liability cases thereby putting 
more money into the hands of injured persons. 

Increasing Protections of Persons in State Care: 
Authored House Bill 2673 providing for better 
protections and care of individuals with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities who live in our state 
supported living centers. 

Increasing Protections of Home Care Residents: 
Authored HB 2683 increasing the safety and well-
being of persons with disabilities receiving attendant 
care at home. 

Preserving the Capitol: Sponsored SB 201 continuing 
and improving the functions of the State Preservation 
Board which is responsible for the preservation of the 
Capitol and its grounds, the Governor’s Mansion, and 
the Texas State History Museum. 

Keeping Texans Safer: Sponsored SB 213 continuing 
and improving the functions of the Texas prison system. 

I also authored and passed resolutions memorializing 
our fallen heroes, commemorating the significance of 
several national holidays, such as the National Day 
of Prayer, Memorial Day, and Thanksgiving Day. 
Additionally, we received many visitors and hosted 
several groups on the House floor such as Panhandle 
High School students.

Rep. Price as presiding officer during House floor debate.

ProudLy serving constituents oF House district 87

My staff and I put an emphasis on 
being readily available for constituent 
services. We appreciate your input 
which is vital to the legislative process. 
When you are in Austin, please stop by 
our Capitol office. We would be happy 
to help you plan a guided tour of your 
Capitol. If I can be of help to you in any 
manner, please contact me via email:  
four.price@house.state.tx.us.

The Texas House of Representatives is an Equal Opportunity Employer and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion,  
age or disability in employment or the provision of services. This newsletter is available in alternate formats upon request. Please call 1-800-241-1163.

Honoring FaLLen Heroes

In the summer of 1968, U.S. Army Sergeant James Warren Smith, a 26 year old 
native son of Dumas, Texas, serving in his second tour of duty in Vietnam as a Green 
Beret medic, was mortally wounded when Vietnamese Communist forces began 
shelling a U.S. Special Forces outpost. Despite his injuries, Sgt. Smith heroically 
saved the life of a fellow wounded soldier by carrying him to safety. 

On March 29, 2014, more than a thousand Texans gathered on the Capitol grounds 
for the solemn dedication of the long overdue Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans 
Monument. Sergeant Smith’s mother, Mrs. Oleta Smith of Dumas, representing all 
Texas Gold Star Mothers of the Vietnam War, laid a memorial wreath during the 
dedication ceremony in tribute of the 3,417 Texans who lost their lives, including 
those missing in action. It was truly a remarkable and moving ceremony. 

After the dedication, it was my honor to host Mrs. Smith, her family, numerous 
friends, and fellow Green Berets, for a luncheon at the Capitol. I also had the 
privilege of forever inscribing in the Texas House Journal, by authoring and passing 
House Resolutions, commemorating the heroism of Sgt. Smith and the sacrifice of 
Mrs. Smith to ensure that future generations will know that freedom is not free.Rep. Price with  

Mrs. Smith and family.
Rep. Price with Ms. Sloan, Panhandle High School teacher, and her students.
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Eye On The District

It is important to meet with constituents on a regular 
basis. During this interim, I have personally attended 
over 75 meetings and events in the district. This includes: 
visiting with elementary, middle school and high school 
students, interacting with college civics students, 
discussing education policy with current educators 
and retired teachers, providing legislative updates to 
civic and community groups, meeting with various 
professional and trade associations, touring businesses 
ranging from healthcare facilities to manufacturing 
plants, and visiting with local city and county officials. 
This interaction is vital to effectively representing the 
citizens of House District 87. 

Our Texas economy is strong and so is our regional 
economy; however, we can’t rest on our past successes. 
Continuing efforts to strengthen our economy, I was 
pleased to work with Agrium and the Borger Economic 
Development team in helping resolve issues before the 
Comptroller’s Office which allowed Agrium to proceed 
with the expansion of its Borger facility. The Agrium 
expansion equals a $720 million investment with 
new good-paying jobs, including an estimated 1,200 
construction jobs at the height of the expansion.

Wildfire Response

Almost immediately after the outbreak of the 
May 2014 wildfire near Fritch, we received notice 
of such occurrence from the Texas A&M Forest 
Service. We instantly began coordinating with the 
Texas Department of Public Safety’s emergency 
management division, Forest Service, Fritch officials, 
and County Judge Faye Blanks in providing all 
available state resources, including deploying 
firefighting aircraft. Given the conditions and terrain, 
it took some time for responders to extinguish this 
massive wildfire which destroyed more than 200 
residences and burned over 2,500 acres. Shortly after 
the fire was extinguished, I had the opportunity to 
see the destruction firsthand in the air and on the 
ground, and to meet with families, local officials and  
first responders. 

Also, upon being notified of the fire’s outbreak, we 
immediately began working with the Texas Department 
of Insurance (TDI), the Texas Department of Housing 
and Community Affairs (TDHCA), and the Texas 
Department of Agriculture (TDA) in determining 
what state assistance may be available to help families, 
the city of Fritch, and Hutchinson County. 

My staff’s efforts continue and have included: 
• contacting Texas Education Agency to postpone the 

STAAR retest date; 
• requesting TDI personnel to be on-site to assist those 

affected; 
• coordinating with TDA for providing the county 

and the city of Fritch grant funds for debris 
clearance and for water system infrastructure 
work, and working with Panhandle Regional 
Planning Commission in its role of administering 
TDA funds; 

• working with TxDOT for transportation funds being 
distributed through Panhandle Community Services 
(PCS); 

• working with TDHCA and PCS for providing short-
term assistance to families; 

• working with Small Business Administration and 
USDA Rural Development on-site personnel to offer 
low interest loans for home owners; and

• working with TDHCA for communicating with 
Hutchinson County officials to potentially provide 
housing funds. 

My staff and I continue to coordinate these state 
resources and collaborate with local officials. We 
especially thank Judge Blanks and her office for working 
with us in coordinating state disaster assistance.

Serving as a member of the powerful House 
Appropriations Committee, I am involved in having 
direct input regarding what our state’s budget priorities 
should be. Since the Texas Constitution requires a 
balanced state budget, the debate is over what items get 
funded and by what amount.  Thus, the most significant 
bill of the each regular session is the state budget bill also 
known as the ‘Appropriations’ bill.

After many long hours of committee work, input from 
thousands of Texans, and deliberations with our Senate 
colleagues, the Texas House passed a state budget for the 
2014-2015 biennium that accomplishes three significant 
goals:

1. Fiscally Sound Budget: 
•	 No new taxes. Instead, we provided for $1.36  

billion in tax relief and fee reduction. 
•	 Preserves our state’s AAA outstanding credit  

rating, the highest rating possible. 
•	 Maintains a healthy Rainy Day Fund estimated 

to exceed $8 billion by September 2015. 

2. Funds essential state services such as public 
education, healthcare, and public safety.

3. Funds infrastructure needs now, such as water 
development, rather than paying more later, so we 
can be prepared in the future to meet the needs 
of our growing state. Leadership is solving real 
challenges now, rather than “kicking the can down 
the road” for the next generation. 

The allocation of taxpayer monies comes from two 
sources: General Revenue (state tax collections) and 
Federal Funds (some our federal taxpayer monies 
returned to Texas).  Together, these funds are called “All 
Funds.” Education, health and human services, and 
public safety comprise most of the budget. 

Analysis of the 2014-2015 state budget reveals that 
GR expenditures, after adjusting the actual dollars for 
population growth and inflation, have risen only 0.38 
percent per year from the 2010-2011 state budget. 
Moreover, GR expenditures have actually declined over 
the past decade when adjusting for inflation and Texas 
population growth. As detailed in the Legislative Budget 
Board’s report, entitled Fiscal Size-up: 2014-15 Biennium, 
from the 2002-03 to the 2014-15 biennia, expenditures of 
General Revenue Funds adjusted for population growth 
and inflation growth decreased 3.4 percent. For further 
budget detail, please see: www.lbb.state.tx.us.

state Budget: FiscaLLy sound & soLution oriented

eye on tHe district & WiLdFire resPonse seLect Key issues oF tHe 2013 session

issue How i Voted and wHy

Passing a fiscally sound, constitutionally balanced 
budget, which addresses the state's priorities and growing 
infrastructure needs. SB 1 Reg. Session.

Yes! The 2014-2015 state budget accomplishes the objectives of 
allocating taxpayer monies wisely in helping meet our state’s many 
public policy demands. 

Increasing greater budget transparency, reducing reliance 
on dedicated accounts, and reform budget certification 
process. HB 6 & HB 7 Reg. Session. 

Yes! The bills provided for greater transparency in the state budgeting 
process, ended fee diversions practice for out of date programs, eliminated 
a $200+ million tax. 

No new taxes. Passing $1.36 billion in tax relief, including 
franchise tax reforms. SB 1 and HB 500 Reg. Session,  
Co-Author of HB 500. 

Yes! We prioritized state services without raising taxes. We also cut taxes 
for small businesses to encourage continued economic expansion = job 
growth. 

Increasing funding for public education, restoring the 2011 
cuts made due to then revenue shortfall, and paying for 
new student enrollment growth. SB 1 Reg. Session.

Yes! We must ensure that Texans have the education to effectively compete 
nationally and globally. It is the best investment we can make for promoting 
individual self-reliance, economic development, and crime reduction.

Increasing funding for additional border security from 
the previous state budget to enhance Texas DPS border 
operations. SB 1 Reg. Session.

Yes! A vote for the budget meant a legislator was committed to providing 
additional resources to our brave state troopers of the Texas Department 
of Public Safety. 

Increasing funding for child protective services by $102 
million from state general revenue. SB 1 Reg. Session.

Yes! We should do all we can to protect vulnerable children from 
abuse or neglect. Increasing funding is one manner to strengthen child 
protective services.

Increasing funding for behavioral health by over $250 
million. SB 1 Reg. Session.

Yes! Increasing funding is essential to both helping individuals  
and alleviating pressure on law enforcement.

Working to solve our state’s water needs now by creating a 
State Water Implementation Fund for Texas. HB 4. Reg. 
Session, Joint Author; 73% voter approval of Prop.6 in 
November 2013.

Yes! I joint authored the bill. We have to solve current challenges now. 
Our state’s population will double in a relative short period. Funding of 
water infrastructure is essential to life and our state’s continued success. 

Ensuring soundness of the Economic Stabilization Fund, 
called the Rainy Day Fund. Comptroller of Public 
Accounts estimates that the fund will reach $8.1 billion by 
the end of the 2014–15 biennium. 

Yes! We must save for future unknowns while addressing present and 
future needs. At the end of 2013, our Rainy Day Fund balance was over 
$6.1 billion after the $2 billion allocation for the SWIFT water fund. 

Requiring drug testing for certain unemployment benefits. 
SB 21, Reg. Session. 

Yes! Taxpayer dollars should not be used to subsidize illegal drug use.

Reforming educational testing, allowing students to choose 
multiple diploma pathways according to interests, and 
improving campus rating system to letter grades. HB 5 
Reg. Session, Co-Author. 

Yes! Empower teachers to instruct student learning and not spend 
valuable, limited class room time on teaching to pass tests. Students have 
diverse career goals; schools should prepare them for their respective 
career choices. 

Prohibiting adoption of Common Core by SBOE and 
prohibiting of Common Core in standardized tests and 
school curriculum. HB 462 Reg. Session.

Yes! We should not adhere to so-called national standards – especially 
suspect ones. Texas, a sovereign state, is capable of determining its own 
education policy. 

Enhancing the financial stability of state employee and 
teacher pension systems of ERS and TRS. SB 1459 and SB 
1458 Reg. Session. 

Yes! These bills enhance these vital pension systems on which thousands of 
Texans have made current & future retirement decisions. Promises made 
must be kept. 

Supporting veterans returning to the workforce by allowing 
their military experience to count toward occupational 
licensure. HB 2254 Reg. Session. 

Yes! We need to support our former military members. One way we can 
do so is by allowing their skills to count towards occupational licensure 
requirements. 

Allowing CHL holders to keep their firearm/ammo in their 
locked car on college campuses. SB 1907 Reg. Session.

Yes! I strongly support our Second Amendment rights. Lawful citizens 
should be allowed to protect themselves from criminals.

Requiring search warrants to access data stored by internet 
and cloud providers. HB 2268, Reg. Session.

Yes! As technology advances, constitutional rights, including the 4th 
Amendment, must be respected and protected.

Providing greater protections for domestic violence victims. 
SB 129 and SB 743 Reg. Session. 

Yes! There is no excuse for domestic violence and often children are  
also victims. 

Prohibiting most abortions after 5 months of pregnancy. 
Requiring abortion facilities to follow same standards 
as ambulatory surgical centers and requiring physicians 
performing abortions to have hospital privileges at nearby 
hospital in event of complications. HB 2, 2nd Called Session. 

Yes! We have an obligation to speak for those who cannot defend 
themselves, including the innocent unborn. These reforms also protect 
the physical health of women by requiring abortion facilities to meet the 
minimum level of care as day surgery centers. 

Providing hospitals & nursing facilities the legal ability to 
run criminal background checks on all with patient care 
contact. HB 729, Reg. Session, Author. 

Yes! I authored this bill to increase protections for hospital patients and 
residents of nursing homes and assisted living facilities. 

Toughening criminal penalties for those who compel 
prostitution and for human traffickers. HB 8, Reg. Session, 
Co-Author.

Yes! Human trafficking is among the most evil scourges on society and 
we must do all we can to eradicate it and rescue those who are forced into 
modern day slavery. 

Giving judges the ability to hand longer prison sentences 
for criminals who seriously injure children, the elderly, or 
persons with a disability. HB 220, Reg. Session, Author. 

Yes! I authored this bill to ensure that judges finally have the ability to 
keep these criminals out of our communities and in prison. 

Price sunset WorK: Focusing on eFFiciencies

It is a privilege to continue my service on the Sunset 
Advisory Commission, a legislative body comprised of five 
representatives, five senators and two appointed public 
members. The Chair and Vice Chair responsibilities rotate 
each two-year cycle between 
the Senate and the House. 
Senator Jane Nelson serves 
as the current Chair, and I 
currently serve as Vice Chair. 
The major scope of the 
Commission’s 2014-2015 
work consists of reviewing 
the health and human 
services agencies, which 
account for nearly 40% of 
the Texas’s All Funds budget. 
The Sunset staff projects’ 
teams have traveled to 
Amarillo on three occasions 
and visited with several area healthcare providers and city 
officials to gather data as part of their overall analysis. 

The Commission performs a vital role for Texas taxpayers. 
Our responsibility is to determine whether there is 
a legitimate government purpose for a state agency, 

whether its programs should continue to exist, and, if so, 
investigate whether the agency is performing its duties in 
the most effective and cost-efficient manner. Thus, in our 
review, we evaluate ways to eliminate waste, duplication, 

and inefficiencies, and 
recommend ways to 
improve an agency’s 
operations to ensure the 
best use of taxpayer dollars. 

The Sunset Commission, 
since its inception, has 
abolished 79 state agencies 
– 37 were completely 
abolished and 42 were 
merged into other agencies 
in order to streamline 
operations. This has resulted 
in nearly one billion dollars 
in savings ($945.6 million), 

compared with expenditures of $37.2 million for the 
operation of the Sunset Commission. Thus, Texas saves 
over $25 for every one dollar spent on the Sunset process. 
For more information on the Texas Sunset process see  
www.sunset.texas.gov/.

Vice Chair Price and Chair Nelson listening to testimony.

Rep. Price at Agrium’s major expansion ceremony.

Rep. Price providing legislative update to retired teachers.



Eye On The District

It is important to meet with constituents on a regular 
basis. During this interim, I have personally attended 
over 75 meetings and events in the district. This includes: 
visiting with elementary, middle school and high school 
students, interacting with college civics students, 
discussing education policy with current educators 
and retired teachers, providing legislative updates to 
civic and community groups, meeting with various 
professional and trade associations, touring businesses 
ranging from healthcare facilities to manufacturing 
plants, and visiting with local city and county officials. 
This interaction is vital to effectively representing the 
citizens of House District 87. 

Our Texas economy is strong and so is our regional 
economy; however, we can’t rest on our past successes. 
Continuing efforts to strengthen our economy, I was 
pleased to work with Agrium and the Borger Economic 
Development team in helping resolve issues before the 
Comptroller’s Office which allowed Agrium to proceed 
with the expansion of its Borger facility. The Agrium 
expansion equals a $720 million investment with 
new good-paying jobs, including an estimated 1,200 
construction jobs at the height of the expansion.

Wildfire Response

Almost immediately after the outbreak of the 
May 2014 wildfire near Fritch, we received notice 
of such occurrence from the Texas A&M Forest 
Service. We instantly began coordinating with the 
Texas Department of Public Safety’s emergency 
management division, Forest Service, Fritch officials, 
and County Judge Faye Blanks in providing all 
available state resources, including deploying 
firefighting aircraft. Given the conditions and terrain, 
it took some time for responders to extinguish this 
massive wildfire which destroyed more than 200 
residences and burned over 2,500 acres. Shortly after 
the fire was extinguished, I had the opportunity to 
see the destruction firsthand in the air and on the 
ground, and to meet with families, local officials and  
first responders. 

Also, upon being notified of the fire’s outbreak, we 
immediately began working with the Texas Department 
of Insurance (TDI), the Texas Department of Housing 
and Community Affairs (TDHCA), and the Texas 
Department of Agriculture (TDA) in determining 
what state assistance may be available to help families, 
the city of Fritch, and Hutchinson County. 

My staff’s efforts continue and have included: 
• contacting Texas Education Agency to postpone the 

STAAR retest date; 
• requesting TDI personnel to be on-site to assist those 

affected; 
• coordinating with TDA for providing the county 

and the city of Fritch grant funds for debris 
clearance and for water system infrastructure 
work, and working with Panhandle Regional 
Planning Commission in its role of administering 
TDA funds; 

• working with TxDOT for transportation funds being 
distributed through Panhandle Community Services 
(PCS); 

• working with TDHCA and PCS for providing short-
term assistance to families; 

• working with Small Business Administration and 
USDA Rural Development on-site personnel to offer 
low interest loans for home owners; and

• working with TDHCA for communicating with 
Hutchinson County officials to potentially provide 
housing funds. 

My staff and I continue to coordinate these state 
resources and collaborate with local officials. We 
especially thank Judge Blanks and her office for working 
with us in coordinating state disaster assistance.

Serving as a member of the powerful House 
Appropriations Committee, I am involved in having 
direct input regarding what our state’s budget priorities 
should be. Since the Texas Constitution requires a 
balanced state budget, the debate is over what items get 
funded and by what amount.  Thus, the most significant 
bill of the each regular session is the state budget bill also 
known as the ‘Appropriations’ bill.

After many long hours of committee work, input from 
thousands of Texans, and deliberations with our Senate 
colleagues, the Texas House passed a state budget for the 
2014-2015 biennium that accomplishes three significant 
goals:

1. Fiscally Sound Budget: 
•	 No new taxes. Instead, we provided for $1.36  

billion in tax relief and fee reduction. 
•	 Preserves our state’s AAA outstanding credit  

rating, the highest rating possible. 
•	 Maintains a healthy Rainy Day Fund estimated 

to exceed $8 billion by September 2015. 

2. Funds essential state services such as public 
education, healthcare, and public safety.

3. Funds infrastructure needs now, such as water 
development, rather than paying more later, so we 
can be prepared in the future to meet the needs 
of our growing state. Leadership is solving real 
challenges now, rather than “kicking the can down 
the road” for the next generation. 

The allocation of taxpayer monies comes from two 
sources: General Revenue (state tax collections) and 
Federal Funds (some our federal taxpayer monies 
returned to Texas).  Together, these funds are called “All 
Funds.” Education, health and human services, and 
public safety comprise most of the budget. 

Analysis of the 2014-2015 state budget reveals that 
GR expenditures, after adjusting the actual dollars for 
population growth and inflation, have risen only 0.38 
percent per year from the 2010-2011 state budget. 
Moreover, GR expenditures have actually declined over 
the past decade when adjusting for inflation and Texas 
population growth. As detailed in the Legislative Budget 
Board’s report, entitled Fiscal Size-up: 2014-15 Biennium, 
from the 2002-03 to the 2014-15 biennia, expenditures of 
General Revenue Funds adjusted for population growth 
and inflation growth decreased 3.4 percent. For further 
budget detail, please see: www.lbb.state.tx.us.

state Budget: FiscaLLy sound & soLution oriented

eye on tHe district & WiLdFire resPonse seLect Key issues oF tHe 2013 session

issue How i Voted and wHy

Passing a fiscally sound, constitutionally balanced 
budget, which addresses the state's priorities and growing 
infrastructure needs. SB 1 Reg. Session.

Yes! The 2014-2015 state budget accomplishes the objectives of 
allocating taxpayer monies wisely in helping meet our state’s many 
public policy demands. 

Increasing greater budget transparency, reducing reliance 
on dedicated accounts, and reform budget certification 
process. HB 6 & HB 7 Reg. Session. 

Yes! The bills provided for greater transparency in the state budgeting 
process, ended fee diversions practice for out of date programs, eliminated 
a $200+ million tax. 

No new taxes. Passing $1.36 billion in tax relief, including 
franchise tax reforms. SB 1 and HB 500 Reg. Session,  
Co-Author of HB 500. 

Yes! We prioritized state services without raising taxes. We also cut taxes 
for small businesses to encourage continued economic expansion = job 
growth. 

Increasing funding for public education, restoring the 2011 
cuts made due to then revenue shortfall, and paying for 
new student enrollment growth. SB 1 Reg. Session.

Yes! We must ensure that Texans have the education to effectively compete 
nationally and globally. It is the best investment we can make for promoting 
individual self-reliance, economic development, and crime reduction.

Increasing funding for additional border security from 
the previous state budget to enhance Texas DPS border 
operations. SB 1 Reg. Session.

Yes! A vote for the budget meant a legislator was committed to providing 
additional resources to our brave state troopers of the Texas Department 
of Public Safety. 

Increasing funding for child protective services by $102 
million from state general revenue. SB 1 Reg. Session.

Yes! We should do all we can to protect vulnerable children from 
abuse or neglect. Increasing funding is one manner to strengthen child 
protective services.

Increasing funding for behavioral health by over $250 
million. SB 1 Reg. Session.

Yes! Increasing funding is essential to both helping individuals  
and alleviating pressure on law enforcement.

Working to solve our state’s water needs now by creating a 
State Water Implementation Fund for Texas. HB 4. Reg. 
Session, Joint Author; 73% voter approval of Prop.6 in 
November 2013.

Yes! I joint authored the bill. We have to solve current challenges now. 
Our state’s population will double in a relative short period. Funding of 
water infrastructure is essential to life and our state’s continued success. 

Ensuring soundness of the Economic Stabilization Fund, 
called the Rainy Day Fund. Comptroller of Public 
Accounts estimates that the fund will reach $8.1 billion by 
the end of the 2014–15 biennium. 

Yes! We must save for future unknowns while addressing present and 
future needs. At the end of 2013, our Rainy Day Fund balance was over 
$6.1 billion after the $2 billion allocation for the SWIFT water fund. 

Requiring drug testing for certain unemployment benefits. 
SB 21, Reg. Session. 

Yes! Taxpayer dollars should not be used to subsidize illegal drug use.

Reforming educational testing, allowing students to choose 
multiple diploma pathways according to interests, and 
improving campus rating system to letter grades. HB 5 
Reg. Session, Co-Author. 

Yes! Empower teachers to instruct student learning and not spend 
valuable, limited class room time on teaching to pass tests. Students have 
diverse career goals; schools should prepare them for their respective 
career choices. 

Prohibiting adoption of Common Core by SBOE and 
prohibiting of Common Core in standardized tests and 
school curriculum. HB 462 Reg. Session.

Yes! We should not adhere to so-called national standards – especially 
suspect ones. Texas, a sovereign state, is capable of determining its own 
education policy. 

Enhancing the financial stability of state employee and 
teacher pension systems of ERS and TRS. SB 1459 and SB 
1458 Reg. Session. 

Yes! These bills enhance these vital pension systems on which thousands of 
Texans have made current & future retirement decisions. Promises made 
must be kept. 

Supporting veterans returning to the workforce by allowing 
their military experience to count toward occupational 
licensure. HB 2254 Reg. Session. 

Yes! We need to support our former military members. One way we can 
do so is by allowing their skills to count towards occupational licensure 
requirements. 

Allowing CHL holders to keep their firearm/ammo in their 
locked car on college campuses. SB 1907 Reg. Session.

Yes! I strongly support our Second Amendment rights. Lawful citizens 
should be allowed to protect themselves from criminals.

Requiring search warrants to access data stored by internet 
and cloud providers. HB 2268, Reg. Session.

Yes! As technology advances, constitutional rights, including the 4th 
Amendment, must be respected and protected.

Providing greater protections for domestic violence victims. 
SB 129 and SB 743 Reg. Session. 

Yes! There is no excuse for domestic violence and often children are  
also victims. 

Prohibiting most abortions after 5 months of pregnancy. 
Requiring abortion facilities to follow same standards 
as ambulatory surgical centers and requiring physicians 
performing abortions to have hospital privileges at nearby 
hospital in event of complications. HB 2, 2nd Called Session. 

Yes! We have an obligation to speak for those who cannot defend 
themselves, including the innocent unborn. These reforms also protect 
the physical health of women by requiring abortion facilities to meet the 
minimum level of care as day surgery centers. 

Providing hospitals & nursing facilities the legal ability to 
run criminal background checks on all with patient care 
contact. HB 729, Reg. Session, Author. 

Yes! I authored this bill to increase protections for hospital patients and 
residents of nursing homes and assisted living facilities. 

Toughening criminal penalties for those who compel 
prostitution and for human traffickers. HB 8, Reg. Session, 
Co-Author.

Yes! Human trafficking is among the most evil scourges on society and 
we must do all we can to eradicate it and rescue those who are forced into 
modern day slavery. 

Giving judges the ability to hand longer prison sentences 
for criminals who seriously injure children, the elderly, or 
persons with a disability. HB 220, Reg. Session, Author. 

Yes! I authored this bill to ensure that judges finally have the ability to 
keep these criminals out of our communities and in prison. 

Price sunset WorK: Focusing on eFFiciencies

It is a privilege to continue my service on the Sunset 
Advisory Commission, a legislative body comprised of five 
representatives, five senators and two appointed public 
members. The Chair and Vice Chair responsibilities rotate 
each two-year cycle between 
the Senate and the House. 
Senator Jane Nelson serves 
as the current Chair, and I 
currently serve as Vice Chair. 
The major scope of the 
Commission’s 2014-2015 
work consists of reviewing 
the health and human 
services agencies, which 
account for nearly 40% of 
the Texas’s All Funds budget. 
The Sunset staff projects’ 
teams have traveled to 
Amarillo on three occasions 
and visited with several area healthcare providers and city 
officials to gather data as part of their overall analysis. 

The Commission performs a vital role for Texas taxpayers. 
Our responsibility is to determine whether there is 
a legitimate government purpose for a state agency, 

whether its programs should continue to exist, and, if so, 
investigate whether the agency is performing its duties in 
the most effective and cost-efficient manner. Thus, in our 
review, we evaluate ways to eliminate waste, duplication, 

and inefficiencies, and 
recommend ways to 
improve an agency’s 
operations to ensure the 
best use of taxpayer dollars. 

The Sunset Commission, 
since its inception, has 
abolished 79 state agencies 
– 37 were completely 
abolished and 42 were 
merged into other agencies 
in order to streamline 
operations. This has resulted 
in nearly one billion dollars 
in savings ($945.6 million), 

compared with expenditures of $37.2 million for the 
operation of the Sunset Commission. Thus, Texas saves 
over $25 for every one dollar spent on the Sunset process. 
For more information on the Texas Sunset process see  
www.sunset.texas.gov/.

Vice Chair Price and Chair Nelson listening to testimony.

Rep. Price at Agrium’s major expansion ceremony.

Rep. Price providing legislative update to retired teachers.



Eye On The District

It is important to meet with constituents on a regular 
basis. During this interim, I have personally attended 
over 75 meetings and events in the district. This includes: 
visiting with elementary, middle school and high school 
students, interacting with college civics students, 
discussing education policy with current educators 
and retired teachers, providing legislative updates to 
civic and community groups, meeting with various 
professional and trade associations, touring businesses 
ranging from healthcare facilities to manufacturing 
plants, and visiting with local city and county officials. 
This interaction is vital to effectively representing the 
citizens of House District 87. 

Our Texas economy is strong and so is our regional 
economy; however, we can’t rest on our past successes. 
Continuing efforts to strengthen our economy, I was 
pleased to work with Agrium and the Borger Economic 
Development team in helping resolve issues before the 
Comptroller’s Office which allowed Agrium to proceed 
with the expansion of its Borger facility. The Agrium 
expansion equals a $720 million investment with 
new good-paying jobs, including an estimated 1,200 
construction jobs at the height of the expansion.

Wildfire Response

Almost immediately after the outbreak of the 
May 2014 wildfire near Fritch, we received notice 
of such occurrence from the Texas A&M Forest 
Service. We instantly began coordinating with the 
Texas Department of Public Safety’s emergency 
management division, Forest Service, Fritch officials, 
and County Judge Faye Blanks in providing all 
available state resources, including deploying 
firefighting aircraft. Given the conditions and terrain, 
it took some time for responders to extinguish this 
massive wildfire which destroyed more than 200 
residences and burned over 2,500 acres. Shortly after 
the fire was extinguished, I had the opportunity to 
see the destruction firsthand in the air and on the 
ground, and to meet with families, local officials and  
first responders. 

Also, upon being notified of the fire’s outbreak, we 
immediately began working with the Texas Department 
of Insurance (TDI), the Texas Department of Housing 
and Community Affairs (TDHCA), and the Texas 
Department of Agriculture (TDA) in determining 
what state assistance may be available to help families, 
the city of Fritch, and Hutchinson County. 

My staff’s efforts continue and have included: 
• contacting Texas Education Agency to postpone the 

STAAR retest date; 
• requesting TDI personnel to be on-site to assist those 

affected; 
• coordinating with TDA for providing the county 

and the city of Fritch grant funds for debris 
clearance and for water system infrastructure 
work, and working with Panhandle Regional 
Planning Commission in its role of administering 
TDA funds; 

• working with TxDOT for transportation funds being 
distributed through Panhandle Community Services 
(PCS); 

• working with TDHCA and PCS for providing short-
term assistance to families; 

• working with Small Business Administration and 
USDA Rural Development on-site personnel to offer 
low interest loans for home owners; and

• working with TDHCA for communicating with 
Hutchinson County officials to potentially provide 
housing funds. 

My staff and I continue to coordinate these state 
resources and collaborate with local officials. We 
especially thank Judge Blanks and her office for working 
with us in coordinating state disaster assistance.

Serving as a member of the powerful House 
Appropriations Committee, I am involved in having 
direct input regarding what our state’s budget priorities 
should be. Since the Texas Constitution requires a 
balanced state budget, the debate is over what items get 
funded and by what amount.  Thus, the most significant 
bill of the each regular session is the state budget bill also 
known as the ‘Appropriations’ bill.

After many long hours of committee work, input from 
thousands of Texans, and deliberations with our Senate 
colleagues, the Texas House passed a state budget for the 
2014-2015 biennium that accomplishes three significant 
goals:

1. Fiscally Sound Budget: 
•	 No new taxes. Instead, we provided for $1.36  

billion in tax relief and fee reduction. 
•	 Preserves our state’s AAA outstanding credit  

rating, the highest rating possible. 
•	 Maintains a healthy Rainy Day Fund estimated 

to exceed $8 billion by September 2015. 

2. Funds essential state services such as public 
education, healthcare, and public safety.

3. Funds infrastructure needs now, such as water 
development, rather than paying more later, so we 
can be prepared in the future to meet the needs 
of our growing state. Leadership is solving real 
challenges now, rather than “kicking the can down 
the road” for the next generation. 

The allocation of taxpayer monies comes from two 
sources: General Revenue (state tax collections) and 
Federal Funds (some our federal taxpayer monies 
returned to Texas).  Together, these funds are called “All 
Funds.” Education, health and human services, and 
public safety comprise most of the budget. 

Analysis of the 2014-2015 state budget reveals that 
GR expenditures, after adjusting the actual dollars for 
population growth and inflation, have risen only 0.38 
percent per year from the 2010-2011 state budget. 
Moreover, GR expenditures have actually declined over 
the past decade when adjusting for inflation and Texas 
population growth. As detailed in the Legislative Budget 
Board’s report, entitled Fiscal Size-up: 2014-15 Biennium, 
from the 2002-03 to the 2014-15 biennia, expenditures of 
General Revenue Funds adjusted for population growth 
and inflation growth decreased 3.4 percent. For further 
budget detail, please see: www.lbb.state.tx.us.

state Budget: FiscaLLy sound & soLution oriented

eye on tHe district & WiLdFire resPonse seLect Key issues oF tHe 2013 session

issue How i Voted and wHy

Passing a fiscally sound, constitutionally balanced 
budget, which addresses the state's priorities and growing 
infrastructure needs. SB 1 Reg. Session.

Yes! The 2014-2015 state budget accomplishes the objectives of 
allocating taxpayer monies wisely in helping meet our state’s many 
public policy demands. 

Increasing greater budget transparency, reducing reliance 
on dedicated accounts, and reform budget certification 
process. HB 6 & HB 7 Reg. Session. 

Yes! The bills provided for greater transparency in the state budgeting 
process, ended fee diversions practice for out of date programs, eliminated 
a $200+ million tax. 

No new taxes. Passing $1.36 billion in tax relief, including 
franchise tax reforms. SB 1 and HB 500 Reg. Session,  
Co-Author of HB 500. 

Yes! We prioritized state services without raising taxes. We also cut taxes 
for small businesses to encourage continued economic expansion = job 
growth. 

Increasing funding for public education, restoring the 2011 
cuts made due to then revenue shortfall, and paying for 
new student enrollment growth. SB 1 Reg. Session.

Yes! We must ensure that Texans have the education to effectively compete 
nationally and globally. It is the best investment we can make for promoting 
individual self-reliance, economic development, and crime reduction.

Increasing funding for additional border security from 
the previous state budget to enhance Texas DPS border 
operations. SB 1 Reg. Session.

Yes! A vote for the budget meant a legislator was committed to providing 
additional resources to our brave state troopers of the Texas Department 
of Public Safety. 

Increasing funding for child protective services by $102 
million from state general revenue. SB 1 Reg. Session.

Yes! We should do all we can to protect vulnerable children from 
abuse or neglect. Increasing funding is one manner to strengthen child 
protective services.

Increasing funding for behavioral health by over $250 
million. SB 1 Reg. Session.

Yes! Increasing funding is essential to both helping individuals  
and alleviating pressure on law enforcement.

Working to solve our state’s water needs now by creating a 
State Water Implementation Fund for Texas. HB 4. Reg. 
Session, Joint Author; 73% voter approval of Prop.6 in 
November 2013.

Yes! I joint authored the bill. We have to solve current challenges now. 
Our state’s population will double in a relative short period. Funding of 
water infrastructure is essential to life and our state’s continued success. 

Ensuring soundness of the Economic Stabilization Fund, 
called the Rainy Day Fund. Comptroller of Public 
Accounts estimates that the fund will reach $8.1 billion by 
the end of the 2014–15 biennium. 

Yes! We must save for future unknowns while addressing present and 
future needs. At the end of 2013, our Rainy Day Fund balance was over 
$6.1 billion after the $2 billion allocation for the SWIFT water fund. 

Requiring drug testing for certain unemployment benefits. 
SB 21, Reg. Session. 

Yes! Taxpayer dollars should not be used to subsidize illegal drug use.

Reforming educational testing, allowing students to choose 
multiple diploma pathways according to interests, and 
improving campus rating system to letter grades. HB 5 
Reg. Session, Co-Author. 

Yes! Empower teachers to instruct student learning and not spend 
valuable, limited class room time on teaching to pass tests. Students have 
diverse career goals; schools should prepare them for their respective 
career choices. 

Prohibiting adoption of Common Core by SBOE and 
prohibiting of Common Core in standardized tests and 
school curriculum. HB 462 Reg. Session.

Yes! We should not adhere to so-called national standards – especially 
suspect ones. Texas, a sovereign state, is capable of determining its own 
education policy. 

Enhancing the financial stability of state employee and 
teacher pension systems of ERS and TRS. SB 1459 and SB 
1458 Reg. Session. 

Yes! These bills enhance these vital pension systems on which thousands of 
Texans have made current & future retirement decisions. Promises made 
must be kept. 

Supporting veterans returning to the workforce by allowing 
their military experience to count toward occupational 
licensure. HB 2254 Reg. Session. 

Yes! We need to support our former military members. One way we can 
do so is by allowing their skills to count towards occupational licensure 
requirements. 

Allowing CHL holders to keep their firearm/ammo in their 
locked car on college campuses. SB 1907 Reg. Session.

Yes! I strongly support our Second Amendment rights. Lawful citizens 
should be allowed to protect themselves from criminals.

Requiring search warrants to access data stored by internet 
and cloud providers. HB 2268, Reg. Session.

Yes! As technology advances, constitutional rights, including the 4th 
Amendment, must be respected and protected.

Providing greater protections for domestic violence victims. 
SB 129 and SB 743 Reg. Session. 

Yes! There is no excuse for domestic violence and often children are  
also victims. 

Prohibiting most abortions after 5 months of pregnancy. 
Requiring abortion facilities to follow same standards 
as ambulatory surgical centers and requiring physicians 
performing abortions to have hospital privileges at nearby 
hospital in event of complications. HB 2, 2nd Called Session. 

Yes! We have an obligation to speak for those who cannot defend 
themselves, including the innocent unborn. These reforms also protect 
the physical health of women by requiring abortion facilities to meet the 
minimum level of care as day surgery centers. 

Providing hospitals & nursing facilities the legal ability to 
run criminal background checks on all with patient care 
contact. HB 729, Reg. Session, Author. 

Yes! I authored this bill to increase protections for hospital patients and 
residents of nursing homes and assisted living facilities. 

Toughening criminal penalties for those who compel 
prostitution and for human traffickers. HB 8, Reg. Session, 
Co-Author.

Yes! Human trafficking is among the most evil scourges on society and 
we must do all we can to eradicate it and rescue those who are forced into 
modern day slavery. 

Giving judges the ability to hand longer prison sentences 
for criminals who seriously injure children, the elderly, or 
persons with a disability. HB 220, Reg. Session, Author. 

Yes! I authored this bill to ensure that judges finally have the ability to 
keep these criminals out of our communities and in prison. 

Price sunset WorK: Focusing on eFFiciencies

It is a privilege to continue my service on the Sunset 
Advisory Commission, a legislative body comprised of five 
representatives, five senators and two appointed public 
members. The Chair and Vice Chair responsibilities rotate 
each two-year cycle between 
the Senate and the House. 
Senator Jane Nelson serves 
as the current Chair, and I 
currently serve as Vice Chair. 
The major scope of the 
Commission’s 2014-2015 
work consists of reviewing 
the health and human 
services agencies, which 
account for nearly 40% of 
the Texas’s All Funds budget. 
The Sunset staff projects’ 
teams have traveled to 
Amarillo on three occasions 
and visited with several area healthcare providers and city 
officials to gather data as part of their overall analysis. 

The Commission performs a vital role for Texas taxpayers. 
Our responsibility is to determine whether there is 
a legitimate government purpose for a state agency, 

whether its programs should continue to exist, and, if so, 
investigate whether the agency is performing its duties in 
the most effective and cost-efficient manner. Thus, in our 
review, we evaluate ways to eliminate waste, duplication, 

and inefficiencies, and 
recommend ways to 
improve an agency’s 
operations to ensure the 
best use of taxpayer dollars. 

The Sunset Commission, 
since its inception, has 
abolished 79 state agencies 
– 37 were completely 
abolished and 42 were 
merged into other agencies 
in order to streamline 
operations. This has resulted 
in nearly one billion dollars 
in savings ($945.6 million), 

compared with expenditures of $37.2 million for the 
operation of the Sunset Commission. Thus, Texas saves 
over $25 for every one dollar spent on the Sunset process. 
For more information on the Texas Sunset process see  
www.sunset.texas.gov/.
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Rep. Price at Agrium’s major expansion ceremony.
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House of Representatives website at: www.house.state.tx.us/members
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Dear Panhandle Neighbors, 

Recently, when speaking before a group of students about their state government, I was asked what aspect 

of serving as your state representative is the most enjoyable. Without hesitation, it is the privilege of working 

with so many constituents on vital public policies so that our shared hopes and dreams for an even brighter 

Lone Star State can indeed become a reality. Because the decisions made at the Texas Capitol impact 

virtually every aspect of our lives, it is important to provide you with this Capitol Update. 

As your state representative, I continue to vigorously work with many of you so that, together, our shared 

Panhandle values are heard and reflected in our state laws and policies. This includes making sure we have a 

fiscally responsible state budget, encouraging sound economic development and private sector job growth, 

and continuing to find and apply common-sense, workable solutions so that Texas can meet its future 

obligations concerning education, water and other essential infrastructure needs. 

Throughout the most recent regular and special sessions, and since they concluded, many of you shared 

your thoughts in person, in writing, and by telephone. Thank you for doing so. Also, a special thank 

you to the many constituents who travelled to the Capitol for events, hearings, and meetings, and 

who have worked and continue to work with my staff and me on many legislative measures ranging 

from healthcare to education and from public safety to water. Some of the many constituent highlights 

include: 

• Hosting constituent Oleta Smith as she represented all Texas ‘Gold Star Mothers’ at the Capitol 

dedication of the Texas Vietnam Veterans Monument; 

• Working with local water leaders in helping pass House Bill 4 for essential water infrastructure; 

• Recognizing area ag leaders in the House Chamber and authoring the Farm Bureau Day Resolution;

• Working with the Stratford Lions Club in passing a bill honoring the memory of DPS Trooper Booth;

• Working with Agrium and Borger officials in helping their $720 million plant expansion occur; 

• Visiting with area teacher Mika Sloan and her talented high school students over lunch in our Capitol 

office; and

• Working with local healthcare providers on the complex issues pertaining to services provided by the state  

healthcare agencies now under Sunset review. 

In addition to working on legislation for the 2015 legislative session, we regularly help many constituents 

navigate issues involving state agencies. A recent example is the May 2014 wildfire in Hutchinson 

County. My staff and I immediately went to work obtaining assistance from various state agencies, and 

we have provided continuous support to local officials in our effort to provide all eligible state aid for 

ongoing disaster recovery efforts. In all these matters, it is an honor to serve as your state representative. 

God Bless Texas!

Four Price 
State Representative

Many of the bills I authored, co-authored, and 
sponsored were signed into law. Several of these were 
originally brought to us by constituents who also 
traveled to the Capitol to testify in support of their 
passage into law. A few of our latest legislative successes 
are summarized below.

Protecting Children, the Elderly, and Persons with 
Disabilities: Authored HB 220 giving judges the 
ability to hand down longer prison sentences for those 
who prey on children, the elderly, or persons with a 
disability. 

Improving Patient Safety: Authored HB 729 
enabling hospitals, healthcare facilities, and nursing 
home facilities to obtain more complete criminal 
history information on those who have direct access 
to patients and residents.

Honoring Fallen Trooper Booth: Authored HB  
1238 naming a portion of our state highway in Stratford 

in memory of DPS Trooper Bobby Steve Booth, who 
was slain in the line of duty.

Protecting Children in Cars: Authored HB 1294 
enhancing the child safety seat law to ensure that more 
children are properly secured in a safe, operative child 
safety seat system.

Helping Injured Texans: Authored HB 1869, a major 
win for injured Texans by changing the way health 
insurers are reimbursed in liability cases thereby putting 
more money into the hands of injured persons. 

Increasing Protections of Persons in State Care: 
Authored House Bill 2673 providing for better 
protections and care of individuals with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities who live in our state 
supported living centers. 

Increasing Protections of Home Care Residents: 
Authored HB 2683 increasing the safety and well-
being of persons with disabilities receiving attendant 
care at home. 

Preserving the Capitol: Sponsored SB 201 continuing 
and improving the functions of the State Preservation 
Board which is responsible for the preservation of the 
Capitol and its grounds, the Governor’s Mansion, and 
the Texas State History Museum. 

Keeping Texans Safer: Sponsored SB 213 continuing 
and improving the functions of the Texas prison system. 

I also authored and passed resolutions memorializing 
our fallen heroes, commemorating the significance of 
several national holidays, such as the National Day 
of Prayer, Memorial Day, and Thanksgiving Day. 
Additionally, we received many visitors and hosted 
several groups on the House floor such as Panhandle 
High School students.

Rep. Price as presiding officer during House floor debate.

ProudLy serving constituents oF House district 87

My staff and I put an emphasis on 
being readily available for constituent 
services. We appreciate your input 
which is vital to the legislative process. 
When you are in Austin, please stop by 
our Capitol office. We would be happy 
to help you plan a guided tour of your 
Capitol. If I can be of help to you in any 
manner, please contact me via email:  
four.price@house.state.tx.us.

The Texas House of Representatives is an Equal Opportunity Employer and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion,  
age or disability in employment or the provision of services. This newsletter is available in alternate formats upon request. Please call 1-800-241-1163.

Honoring FaLLen Heroes

In the summer of 1968, U.S. Army Sergeant James Warren Smith, a 26 year old 
native son of Dumas, Texas, serving in his second tour of duty in Vietnam as a Green 
Beret medic, was mortally wounded when Vietnamese Communist forces began 
shelling a U.S. Special Forces outpost. Despite his injuries, Sgt. Smith heroically 
saved the life of a fellow wounded soldier by carrying him to safety. 

On March 29, 2014, more than a thousand Texans gathered on the Capitol grounds 
for the solemn dedication of the long overdue Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans 
Monument. Sergeant Smith’s mother, Mrs. Oleta Smith of Dumas, representing all 
Texas Gold Star Mothers of the Vietnam War, laid a memorial wreath during the 
dedication ceremony in tribute of the 3,417 Texans who lost their lives, including 
those missing in action. It was truly a remarkable and moving ceremony. 

After the dedication, it was my honor to host Mrs. Smith, her family, numerous 
friends, and fellow Green Berets, for a luncheon at the Capitol. I also had the 
privilege of forever inscribing in the Texas House Journal, by authoring and passing 
House Resolutions, commemorating the heroism of Sgt. Smith and the sacrifice of 
Mrs. Smith to ensure that future generations will know that freedom is not free.Rep. Price with  

Mrs. Smith and family.
Rep. Price with Ms. Sloan, Panhandle High School teacher, and her students.
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dedication ceremony in tribute of the 3,417 Texans who lost their lives, including 
those missing in action. It was truly a remarkable and moving ceremony. 

After the dedication, it was my honor to host Mrs. Smith, her family, numerous 
friends, and fellow Green Berets, for a luncheon at the Capitol. I also had the 
privilege of forever inscribing in the Texas House Journal, by authoring and passing 
House Resolutions, commemorating the heroism of Sgt. Smith and the sacrifice of 
Mrs. Smith to ensure that future generations will know that freedom is not free.Rep. Price with  

Mrs. Smith and family.
Rep. Price with Ms. Sloan, Panhandle High School teacher, and her students.

PRSRT STD 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Austin, Texas 
Permit 2803

Official Business 
STATE of TEXAS 

State Penalty 
For Private Use


