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With the Lewisville PTA and some great HD 65 students 

 

It was another great week in Austin.  My bills continued to move along with a hearing, two readings on the 

House floor, and two being voted out of the committee.  Though the bill movement was exciting and 

productive, the real highlights were visiting with constituents.  This week’s office visitors included trumpet 

players, PTA members, school board members, HD 65's Pastor of the Day, and autism advocates from 

House District 65. Familiar faces from our community have a tremendously positive impact on me, as 

session activities in Austin intensify as April turns into May.



Highlights  

 

Freddie Jones 

 

 

The legislature became a little more musical on Thursday. 

House Resolution 1965 honored acclaimed jazz trumpeter and 

composer Freddie Jones on the House floor for his work with 

young people through Carrollton-based Trumpets4Kids.  The 

nonprofit organization has donated trumpets to aspiring young 

musicians. Mr. Jones has personally interviewed each candidate, 

and students must pledge to practice at least one hour a day, 

maintain the instrument, and remain in band throughout high 

school.  Zach Flores, your HD 65 Legislative Director and 

former member of the University of Texas Longhorn Band, took 

a short break to play with Mr. Jones in the office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor of the Day  

  

Every representative has the privilege to 

nominate a Pastor of the Day to lead the 

House in prayer before commencing the 

day's activities.  HD 65's nomination 

went to Pastor David Shivers of 

Prestonwood Baptist Church.  David 

serves as the men's ministry Pastor at 

Prestonwood, where Lisa and I have been 

members for 15 years.  David has been a 

spiritual leader in North Texas, helping 

those in our community receive God's 

message.   

 

 

 
With Pastor David Shivers (center) and 

fellow Prestonwood attendees 

Representatives Jeff Leach, Matt Shaheen, 

and Scott Turner 

Legislative Director Zach Flores with Freddie 

Jones, an HD 65 trumpeter who has released four 

studio albums, toured the globe, and delivered the 

national anthem before a Dallas Cowboys game. 



 

 

District 65 Connections 

 

 

It was a great pleasure to host a delegation 

from Lewisville ISD on Monday. With 

over 50,000 students in Lewisville ISD, I 

have great appreciation for the impact 

LISD has on our area.  The voices of 

students, parents, teachers, staff and board 

members have immense value in keeping 

my office informed on matters concerning 

public education.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back in the District 

 

 

Last Saturday, Ebony Daughtry, your HD 65 

district director, attended the Seniors Standing 

Tall Coalition's Senior Prom.  This wonderful 

non-profit organization has worked to increase 

the quality of life for our senior community 

members.  They have offered classes, social 

events, and other activities.  The physical 

activities offered can change the lives of our 

HD 65 seniors.  The Matter of Balance class 

offered by the coalition can significantly 

improve a Senior’s sense of well-being. I have 

deep gratitude for the work of the Seniors 

Standing Tall Coalition as they make amazing 

contributions to our distinguished district.  

 

  

Talking with Jenny Proznik, Kristi Hassett, and 

Katherine Sells of the Lewisville PTA and some 

wonderful HD 65 students 

HD 65 district director Ebony Daughtry with the 

Seniors Standing Tall Coalition at Senior Prom 



Committee Action 

 

Business and Industry 

 
The Business and Industry Committee deliberating over bills on the House floor 

During this week's House Committee on Business & Industry meeting, the committee heard 15 bills on a 

variety of topics, including synthetic substances, extended warranties, personal photograph protection and 

recourse, and consumer data security.  For example, House Bill 1199 was filed to address the dangerous 

issue of synthetic and designer drugs.  This bill has provisions to classify the production, sale, distribution 

or promotion of synthetic substances intended to mimic the effects of controlled substances as a violation 

of the Deceptive Trade Practices-Consumer Protection Act.  This classification has the impact to hold the 

producers and distributors more accountable for causing personal injury through civil causes of action. 

 

Transportation 

The Transportation Committee met three times this week.  On Monday, we heard bills in the 

Subcommittee on the Designation and Naming of Roads and Plates.  Also, I chaired a hearing for the 

Subcommittee on Long-term Infrastructure Planning.  Though moving from one committee to another in 

a single day can be exhausting, it was a very productive start of the week.  Of the many bills heard on 

these two days, one stood out.  House Bill 2756, filed by Representative Cindy Burkett, was written to 

give individuals the option of donating to the Special Olympics Texas Fund when registering their 

vehicle.  The bill has provisions to support the special needs community without a new or increased tax.  

It has provided a creative way to tackle the problem of underfunding in the Special Olympics program. 

 

On Thursday, the Transportation Committee met at 8:00 AM, was interrupted by session, and we returned 

to the committee room at 7:00 PM.  Though it was already evening, the committee dove back in to hear 5 

more bills.  One of these last bills, House Bill 1889 by Representative Will Metcalf, had 72 registered 

witnesses.  Needless to say, it was a long night. 



 

 

 

My Bill Update 

 

The following bills were voted out of committee and will be heard on the House floor: 

HB 20, relating to TxDOT reforms, and HB 376, which closes a tax loophole.  

 

Another bill considered in committee hearings this week, and left pending for further consideration:  

 
Introducing HB 2703 in front of the Public Health Committee. 

House Bill 2703 - Relating to the establishment of the Texas Board of Behavior Analyst Examiners and 

the requirement to obtain a license to practice as a behavior analyst or assistant behavior analyst; 

imposing fees; providing an administrative penalty; creating a criminal offense. 

Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) is an effective, scientifically proven autism treatment method.  Often 

expensive and complicated, the treatment requires a high level of competence and experience.  Without 

an entity to regulate practitioners of ABA, consumers and employers remain vulnerable to those who may 

falsely present themselves as competent and trustworthy practitioners.  Texas families, left with little or 

no protection or legal recourse, can waste valuable time, energy, and dollars on fraudulent treatments.  

With dramatically increasing incidences of autism, this problem will almost certainly harm more and 

more Texas families.   

HB 2703 addresses the issue by establishing an independent Texas Board of Behavior Analyst Examiners 

to license ABA practitioners, protecting consumers and practitioners of ABA as well as public and private 

funders of ABA services.  Furthermore, insurance providers will feel more comfortable granting coverage 

for a licensed service. 

 

 



The following bills were passed by the House and sent to the Senate for approval: 

House Bill 280- Relating to the information required to be posted by the Texas Water Development 

Board on the board's Internet website regarding the use of the state water implementation fund for Texas. 

HB 280 will require the Trust Company (Texas Treasury Safekeeping Trust Company) and the Board 

(Texas Water Development Board) to post information about the water plan investments and projects on 

their respective websites.  Water issues are critical to Texas, and voters are directing their officials to act 

on their behalf.  The collection, administration and ultimate use of public funds deserve public scrutiny in 

the most transparent manner possible. 

 

House Bill 1287- Relating to a requirement that each state university's Internet website include a link to 

certain employment data. 

It is important for our public university students to have the best knowledge of their university's degree 

programs.  Currently, there is no standard for universities to provide clear knowledge of their graduates' 

job placement rates.  Information on job placement rates would benefit prospective and current university 

students, allowing them to make more informed decisions on their educational ambitions. 

 

The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board operates the Texas Consumer Resource for Education 

and Workforce Statistics (Texas CREWS) website, which provides university-wide statistics on general 

university information, average earnings by degree, comparison of average earnings with statewide wages 

total.  This information can be more available to the public if it is placed in a prominent location on each 

university's website. 

 

HB 1287 would require public universities in the state of Texas to have a link to this information in a 

prominent location on their home page.  This bill offers a simple, efficient solution, with potentially a 

positive impact for young Texans charting their futures. 

  



Floor Action  

This week   

House approves public integrity changes- 

On Monday, the House passed HB 1690, filed by Representative Phil King, by a vote of 95-49. House 

members voted on the floor to amend the bill to apply only to elected or appointed state officials. Public 

integrity offenses committed by these officials will be investigated by the Texas Rangers and prosecuted 

in the official’s home county. State employees will continue to be prosecuted in the county where the 

crime occurred, which is Travis County for the majority of state employees. The bill also requires 

prosecutors, who have a business relationship with the official, to recuse themselves from the case. 

Supporters of the bill believe that it removes politics from the process and the overconcentration of power 

in a single official, elected only by voters in Travis County.  

 

Next week  

House to consider Tax Relief measures  

This coming Tuesday, the House will consider House Bills 31 and 32, filed by Representative Dennis 

Bonnen, Chairman of the House Committee on Ways and Means. HB 31 is a 5% cut in the sales tax rate, 

and saves Texans $2.3 billion dollars over the next two years.  HB 32 is a 42% franchise tax (margin tax) 

cut for certain small businesses; 25% cut for most, and saves Texans $2.6 billion over the next two years. 

The Legislative Budget Board estimates that through 2020 the House franchise and sales tax cuts will: 

 Create 72,300 new jobs by 2020 

 Grow Texas economic output by a cumulative $21.7 billion 

 Grow Texas personal income by a cumulative $17.6 billion 

 

House to consider Economic Development Reform bill 

This coming Thursday, the House will consider House Bill 26, filed by Representative Angie Chen-

Button. HB 26 increases accountability and transparency of the state’s economic development incentive 

programs and policies while ensuring our programs are working in an efficient and effective manner to 

keep Texas at the forefront of job creation in the United States.  

Among other measures, HB 26:  

 Eliminates the emerging technology fund. 

 Creates the Governor’s university research initiative. 

 Creates economic incentive oversight board to examine economic development 

programs under the office of the Governor, Comptroller, and Department of 

Agriculture where the state exercises discretion and creates a schedule for 

evaluation. 

 Restructures the enterprise fund. 

 Renames the Major Events Trust Fund to the Major Events Reimbursement 

Program. 

 Standardizes the application process for economic development incentive 

programs. 



 

 

Upcoming Events and Dates 

 

Marcus High School Orchestra Performance 

May 1st 

 

The award-winning Marcus High School orchestra will perform in the Capitol rotunda on Friday, May 

1st. The music program at Marcus is one of the strongest in the country, garnering the 2015 TMEA State 

Honor Band award, countless sweepstakes honors from the UIL, and  an unprecedented 5 straight State 

Marching Band championships.  

 

Capitol Rotunda 

12:15 PM - 12:45 PM 

 

 

 

 

National Day of Prayer 

May 7th 

 

The National Day of Prayer, established in 1952 by President Truman, is a time for people of faith all 

over the country to join together and pray for our nation.  As session continues, your State 

Representatives and State Senators are facing serious issues and making tough decisions.  Will you please 

remember the 84th Legislature in your prayers on this important day?  Prayer meetings will be held at: 

 

Carrollton City Hall 

12:00 PM -12:30 PM 

 

Denton Courthouse 

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

 



  

 

 

 

As always, please stay in touch with me and feel free to drop by my District Office, follow me on 

Facebook, or find me on the House Website to hear about upcoming events. 

Thank you, it is truly an honor and a privilege to serve as your State Representative.  

Best regards, 

 

 

 

Ron Simmons 

State Representative House 

District 65 
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