Dear Friends:

Two years ago facing an estimated $27 billion
shortfall, Texas suffered massive funding cuts
to public and higher education, health and
human services, regulatory programs and state
infrastructure. Increases in sales tax revenue and
oil and gas production resulted in a better financial
projection with a surplus of $9 billion for fiscal years
(FY) 2014 and 2015. This surplus, combined with $12
billion in the Economic Stabilization Fund (Rainy Day
Fund), provided the 83rd legislature an opportunity
to reverse cuts and make investments in our state. As
a member of the House Committee on Appropriations,
I was able to restore vital public services, including
programs which provide opportunities to our most
vulnerable Texans.

A majority of the legislature refused to expand health
care coverage even though we have the highest
uninsured rate in the nation. Expanding Medicaid
under the Affordable Care Act (ACA) would have
not only increased access to affordable health care
coverage but would have lowered local property
taxes for Texans by reducing uncompensated care in
hospitals.

Gov. Perry vetoed a number of bills including one that
would have mirrored a federal law allowing women to
recover two years of compensation for discriminatory
wage practices. He also vetoed a bill that would have
limited the amount of time elementary and middle

schools can devote to state standardized testing, one
which required state agencies to give priority to buying
products made in Texas and another that created
ethics reforms. Additionally, he eliminated funding
for the Public Integrity Unit, which investigates and
prosecutes public corruption, tax or insurance fraud
cases, resulting in multiple employee layoffs at the
Travis County District Attorney’s Office.

Taxpayers were forced to pay nearly $2 million over
the course of three special sessions for non-emergency,
divisive legislation. As a result, redistricting maps
that seek to silence older Texans and minorities
in addition to a law that greatly restricts access to
healthcare services for Texas women were forced into
passage in spite of wide-spread opposition.

In closing, I want to thank all of you who contacted
my office during the regular and special sessions.
Your insight and concerns helped me determine how
to vote on particular issues. I pledge to continue
creating positive change for House District 46 and for
all Texans. As always, it is a privilege to serve you in
the Texas House of Representatives. I welcome your
ideas and input to develop new legislative initiatives
in order to build a more responsive, more efficient
Texas.

Best regards,

/ /%
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* BUDGET OVERVIEW AND HIGHLIGHTS »

The appropriation of $197 billion in the FY14-15 state budget for Texas represents a modest 3.7 percent increase over FY12-
13. Today, the state budget is 11.7 percent smaller than it was ten years ago when adjusted for inflation and population
growth, and excludes funding for local property tax relief. The legislature balanced the new budget and cut fees and taxes
by approximately $1.4 billion. It also kept a balance of more than $650 million in the general revenue fund.

The population of Texas grew by 1,176 persons every day from 2000 to 2010. No other state experienced such growth.
Public school enrollment increases between 80,000 and 85,000 students each year with 5.08 million children enrolled
in public schools this past year. Public education spending has actually decreased by approximately $2 billion since
2003 (when adjusted for inflation and population growth). Population growth also puts more vehicles on the state’s
roads and highways, imperils the water supply and places additional burdens on the health and well-being of Texans
and the state. It is vital that the budget takes care of critical infrastructure needs such as water, transportation and
public education while ensuring all Texans are healthy and prosperous.

ALL-FUNDS BUDGET
* Total: $196.951 Billion *

Notes:

1. Excludes Interagency Contracts

2. Biennial change and percentage change are
calculated on actual amounts before rounding.
Therefore, figure totals may not sum due to rounding.

Figures provided by Legislative Budget Board

* GENERAL GOVERNMENT =

Arts: includes $4 million for new grants to arts organizations
throughout the state.

Crime Victims: increases funding by $33.2 million for crime
victim assistance grants, a total of $98.1 million, to preserve the
fund for victims; provides $21.1 million for Court Appointed Special
Advocates and $20 million for Children’s Advocacy Centers.

Child Support: provides $591.4 million or a 2.9 percent
increase for services to parents through the establishment,
enforcement and modification of child support orders.

* HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES »

Community Primary Care Services: appropriates $100
million in new funding for comprehensive, preventive health
care to an additional 170,000 low-income women and men.

Mental Health, Substance Abuse and Behavioral
Health Services: includes an increase of more than $298
million in funding.

Long Term Care Services: increases funding by $613.0
million for home and community based services to an
additional 19,025 people who are elderly and/or adults living
with disabilities.

Child Protective Services: provides $169.3 million and
an additional 1,175 caseworkers to significantly reduce
caseloads, eliminate delinquent investigations and improve
staff retention; funding is also allocated to strengthen kinship
placement services, provide relative caregiver monetary
assistance and one-time assistance payments to encourage
child placements as sibling groups.

| Health and
Human Services

$73.905 billion
(37.5%)

Business and
Economic Development
$25.007 billion (12.7%)

Public Safety and
Criminal Justice
$11.586 billion (5.9%)

The Judiciary
$727.9 million (0.4%)

General Government
$4.763 billion (2.4%)

Regulatory
$784.9 million (0.4%)

Agencies
of Education

$74.123 billion

Natural Resources
$4.744 billion (2.4%)

General Provisions
$952.1 million (0.5%)

The Legislature
$358.3 million (0.2%)

Prevention and Early Intervention Services: increases
funding by $24.8 million for community programs to prevent
child abuse and neglect, juvenile delinquency, runaway and
truancy throughout the state.

» EDUCATION =

Public Education Funding: includes an additional $3.4
billion for public schools; increases funding by $24 million for
Student Success Initiative to ensure that all students receive
the instruction and support they need to be academically
successful in reading and mathematics.

Pre-Kindergarten: provides $30 million in supplemental
funding for pre-kindergarten programs for eligible pre-
kindergarten students.

TEXAS Grants: totals $724.6 million, an increase of $145
million to serve approximately 84 percent of newly eligible
students with financial assistance to attend any public
institution of higher education in Texas.

* PUBLIC SAFETY AND =

CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Correctional Officers: includes $105.2 million for a 5
percent pay raise for correctional officers.

Department of Public Safety Troopers: includes $74.9
million for a 10 percent across the board pay increase for troopers.

Department of Public Safety Improvements: includes
an additional $19.7 million in state funds to enhance crime
laboratory capacity and increase testing capability for sexual
assault kits.
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* NATURAL RESOURCES «*

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality: increases
funding by $24.9 million, $155.2 million total, to reduce
emissions from polluting vehicles and equipment.

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department: includes an increase
of $51.6 million, $133.9 million total, in Sporting Goods Sales
Tax funding:

*  $13.6 million increase for state park operations to ensure
no state parks will be closed;
*  $15.5 million increase for local park grants; and

*  $3.1 million increase for maintenance to extend the life of
state park facilities.

* BUSINESS AND ECONOMIC »

DEVELOPMENT

Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs:
preserves $10 million in funding for housing and services
to provide case management and housing placement and
retention services for homeless individuals and families.

Transportation: increases funding by 24.2 percent or $1.3
billion, $6.7 billion total, for transportation construction;
increases funding by 22.4 percent or $1.5 billion, $8.2 billion
total, for maintaining and preserving the transportation
system.

Rep. Dukes with Texas egisloﬁve Black Caucus Scholarship
Recipients from district 46, Placid Chibueze Unegbu,
Derek Arinzechukwu and Eric James Po (not shown).

* EDUCATION »

Testing reform was a priority for the 83rd legislature. End
of course assessments in high school will be reduced from 15
to five and exams will no longer account for 15 percent of a
student's final grade. In addition, the legislature approved a
new curriculum that creates more flexibility for students but
maintains academic rigor. There will also be an emphasis
on advanced career and technology courses. The number of
tests for 3rd through 8th graders will also be capped pending
approval from the U.S. Department of Education.

School administrators will see new rules on Class C
misdemeanor citations that are handed out on campuses.

* LEGISLATION

Rep. Dukes sfrofeizing with oHeogues, Reps. Chris Tumer,
Elliott Naishtat, Amando Walle and Donna Howard.

* GENERAL PROVISIONS =

State Employee Pay Raise: funds a 1 percent salary increase
in FY 14 and a 2 percent salary increase in FY 15 for general
state employees and provides targeted pay increases to
personnel with high turnover.

Rather than criminalizing typical student misbehavior, tickets
will be issued only for the most serious school-based offenses.

Schools with more than 80 percent of students already eligible
for free or reduced-price meals will offer breakfast to all
students. This ensures that Texas children receive proper
nutrition, better preparing them to learn.

H.B. 455: Excused Absences for Teen Parents

Teen parents face numerous obstacles to achieving academic
success. Overall, only about 51 percent of teen moms have
a high school diploma. To address these challenges, Rep.
Dukes authored H.B. 455 requiring school districts to excuse
an absence for a student taking his or her child to a doctor's
appointment, so long as the student returns to school the day
of the appointment. This measure reduces the risk that teen
parents face of failing or dropping out of school due to making
the decision to provide preventative medical care for their
children.

S.B. 833: Foster Care Status of Public School
Students

Every school district in Texas is required to participate
in the Public Education Information Management System
(PEIMS), a system that compiles data on student attendance
and performance. In the past, the status of children in foster
care has not been collected in PEIMS and forwarded to
their caseworkers resulting in a lack of helpful information
about this vulnerable and transient population's educational
needs. Rep. Dukes sponsored S.B. 833 which requires that
data be collected in PEIMS regarding the foster care status
of a student. Collecting data in PEIMS will give the state
information about this disadvantaged student population and
will ultimately help the state better support the educational
needs of children in foster care.
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* LEGISLATION x

S.B. 832: School District Foster Care Liaisons

Children in foster care frequently lose course credit, repeat
courses they have already taken, or are placed in incorrect
classes or grade levels when transferred to a new school. Every
school district is required to appoint at least one employee to
act as a district foster care liaison officer who assists students
in foster care during enrollment and transfers. S.B. 832,
sponsored by Rep. Dukes, directs districts to report to the
Texas Education Agency that a foster care liaison has been
appointed and requires training be administered to these
liaisons.

» HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES *

As the Vice-Chair of the Health and Human Services sub-
committee on Appropriations, Rep. Dukes is in a position to
influence related policy. She worked to ensure significant
investments in mental and substance abuse services, including
reducing waiting lists for community mental health services
and expanding treatment options. Specifically, the legislature
made improvements to mental health services for veterans,
to treatment and early identification in children, to crisis
services and to promote public-private partnerships.

Unfortunately, the state legislature denied $100 billion
over 10 years to cover the working poor under Medicaid or
a state developed insurance plan using extra federal money.
As a result, in January 2014 Texas adults above the poverty
line will begin to get publicly funded sliding-scale help with
health insurance, but approximately one million Texans
below poverty will qualify for nothing, even though Congress
intended for the poorest to receive Medicaid under the ACA.

S.B. 1589: Foster Care Literacy

Roughly 1,500 youth age out of the state's care each year
without a permanent home or family who can support
them in their early years of adulthood. These young people
must transition quickly into adulthood and be prepared
almost immediately to manage their own life decisions and
financial affairs. The need for early, frequent and substantial
instruction regarding financial matters is great in order for
youth in foster care to be prepared for the challenges that
come with being an independent adult. S.B. 1589, coauthored
by Rep. Dukes, provides foster youths age 14 or older the life-
skills training required as they transition from foster care
homes to independent living environments.

H.B. 915: Psychotropic Medication for Foster Youth

The Health and Human Services Commission reports
that thousands of foster children are not only prescribed
medications at higher rates than non-foster children enrolled
in Medicaid, but the doses prescribed are higher than the
maximum levels cited in guidelines developed by the state,
based on those of the U.S. Food and Drug Administration.
Rep. Dukes joint authored H.B. 915 to ensure the use of
psychotropic medications by foster youth is appropriate,
necessary, and monitored. She also secured the funding
necessary for implementation.

H.B. 1738: Notification of Reason for Detainment

Individuals with a mental disorder or mental illness who
are detained by a peace officer without a warrant are often
detained without understanding the reason for the arrest.
Rep. Dukes amended H.B. 1738 to ensure that a person with
a mental disorder or mental illness detained by a peace officer
without a warrant is informed of the reason for the detention
verbally and in simple, nontechnical terms within a reasonable
time frame.

H Dkes stands with Texo women in an effrf f blok
legislation that reduces access to women's health services.

S.B. 66: Reducing Child Fatalities

A study performed by Every Child Matters, a non-profit, non-
partisan organization working to make public investments
in children, youth, and families a national political priority,
reported 2,233 child abuse and neglect fatalities from 2001-
2010 in Texas. Rep. Dukes amended S.B. 66 creating the Texas
Protect Our Kids Commission. The commission will review the
causes and make recommendations for reducing child fatalities
resulting from abuse and neglect. The commission will work
with DFPS to evaluate current programs and prevention
efforts and to recommend a comprehensive statewide strategy
aimed at the reduction and prevention of deaths caused by
abuse and neglect.

* PUBLIC SAFETY x*

Due to sixteen mass shootings leaving at least 88 dead last
year in Newtown, Connecticut; Aurora, Colorado; San Antonio
and Houston, Texas; and other cities across the country,
legislation regarding firearm restrictions and gun owners'
rights has been at the forefront of national conversation. In
Texas, bills designating a person as an armed marshal on
public school campuses and permitting college students to
keep firearms in their cars on campuses passed this session.
Unfortunately, proposals restricting private firearm transfers
at gun shows, allowing cities or counties to enact gun laws
that are more restrictive than state law and requiring drug
testing for concealed handgun licensing applicants failed to
pass.

H.B. 1228: Termination of Paternal Rights

According to the U.S. Department of Justice, only five percent
of rape victims ever see the rapist convicted as charged.
Each year, thousands of women are raped and as a result
many become pregnant. Few states have passed laws to aid
the women who choose to bear a child conceived as a result
of rape. Without such laws, a rapist has the same custody
and visitation privileges to that child as does a father whose
child was conceived consensually. Currently, Texas requires a
conviction in order for the court to consider the termination
of the paternal rights of a rapist. H.B. 1228, authored by Rep.
Dukes, does not require a conviction. Rather, it allows through
civil suit, the victim to prove by clear and convincing evidence
that rape occurred and that the child was a result of that
rape. This legislation affords comprehensive protection to the
victim and her child from the rapist and the constant mental
anguish his presence in her life would cause.




* PUBLIC SAFETY =

S.B. 222: Venue for Prosecution of Computer Crimes

Rep. Dukes, Sen. Kirk Watson, the Austin Police Department
and the Travis County District Attorney's Office, worked
to enact S.B. 222, which closes a loophole in the venue of
prosecution of computer crimes to better protect victims
of online impersonation in a growing global world. The bill
amends the definition of "venue" within the Texas Code of
Criminal Procedure to include the county of residence for the
person who was impersonated or harmed in a computer crime.
This allows prosecution of cases where the alleged perpetrator
in an online impersonation case resides and commits the
offense outside of the victim's jurisdiction.

* ENVIRONMENT =

The legislature made positive steps forward in the environment
by preventing the closure of 20 state parks and funding a
historic investment in water conservation. The effects of
the prolonged drought have made water conservation and
infrastructure a top priority for Texans. As a result, the
legislature passed a proposed constitutional amendment that
provides $2 billion to help fund community investments in
water projects. Fortunately, bills to repeal the state renewable
energy law, stop cities from banning plastic bags and weaken
citizen rights to fight pollution in their communities were
defeated.

S.B. 198: Drought-Resistant Landscaping

Most of Texas remains in a state of drought with many
competing interests vying for limited water supplies. In
response, many homeowners have become increasingly
interested in landscape alternatives that use less water, yet
some Home Owners’ Associations (HOA) prohibit such efforts.
S.B. 198, sponsored by Rep. Dukes, removes this barrier by
protecting a homeowner's right to install drought-resistant
landscape or water-conserving natural turf. This bill clearly

* LEGISLATIVE REPORT %

establishes that an association's covenant or deed restrictions
cannot prohibit a homeowner's use of xeriscaping, without
restricting the ability of an HOA to approve or establish
parameters for a homeowner's landscape plan.

* ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT =

The economy of Texas ranks number 14 in the world, roughly the
same size of Australia’s economy. Texas remains a fast growing
state with steady job growth and demand for skilled workers
continuing to rise. According to the U.S. Department of Labor
Bureau of Labor Statistics, the August 2013 unemployment rate
of Texas ranked 17th in the nation at 6.4 percent. Although
the unemployment rate is lower than the national average of
7.3 percent, there remains too many long term unemployed,
underemployed, part-time and discouraged workers in the state
of Texas.

In her efforts to create jobs, Rep. Dukes was instrumental in
securing a 150 percent increase in appropriation, or $95 million,
for the Moving Image Industry Incentive Program (MIIIP).
This program ensures Texas competes with other states in
creative industries by creating additional production jobs. The
MIIIP has proven to be successful for economic development
with a return of $7.12 of direct production spending for every
$1 that the incentive program has provided. Since 2003,
production companies have created 91,000 jobs because of
Texas’ competitive incentive package.

Grants made available through the MIIIP are crucial to the
development of all sectors of the creative industries within the
Austin area and around the state, including film, television,
commercials, animation and video games. Historically the
Austin region, including the Austin Studios located at Mueller
in District 46, has been a major beneficiary of the MITIP with
the highest rate of return on investment in the state. The
significant funding available in the next budget cycle will
further boost production jobs, opportunities and grow the
overall economy.

% SAVE THE DATE %

MLK Day of Service Street Cleanup

The office of Rep. Dukes was proud to partner with United Way
for Greater Austin (UWATX) for its annual 14th Annual MLK,
Jr. Blvd. Cleanup. The service project brings together hundreds
of volunteers who dedicate time to beautifying the Austin street
bearing King’s name. This year UWATX supported the family-
friendly event by recruiting more than 400 volunteers through
its volunteer program, Hands On Central Texas. Due to the
overwhelming and very welcome number of volunteers, the
cleanup area was expanded to include the area of MLK, Jr. Blvd
between Springdale and Highway 183. Please save the date,
Saturday, January 18, 2014, 9a.m. to 11 a.m., for the next
opportunity to commemorate Martin Luther King, Jr. through
community service.

African American Community Heritage Festival

This year marked the 14th Annual African American Community
Heritage Festival hosted at Huston-Tillotson (HT) University. For
the second year in a row, Rep. Dukes was able to present a check
in the amount of $20,000 that will go to HT's scholarship fund
bringing total community contributions and HT scholarships to
$130,000 since 2000. More than 2,000 people joined together to
celebrate cultural diversity and to enjoy performances, including
the music of Grammy award winner Dwele. The African
American Community Heritage Festival started in 2000 when
Rep. Dukes envisioned a family-friendly way for the community

Rep. Dukes with /drn at her dnuol Aricc Americcm
Community Heritage Festival.

to celebrate the achievements of African Americans. Partnering
with the City of Austin, Women In Jazz, Blue Cross Blue Shield
of Texas and HustonTillotson University, the Festival has
become a tradition of Black History Month celebrations in East
Austin. Please save the date, Saturday, February 22, 2014,
1 p.m. to 5:30 p.m., for the 15th annual festival.




REPRESENTATIVE DAWNNA DUKES

Capitol Report « 83rd Legislature « District 46

DAWNNA.DUKES@HOUSE.STATE.TX.US
E1.504  P.O. Box 2910 « Austin, Texas 78768-2910
(512) 463-0506 phone * (512) 463-7864 fax

3y
i
bl
3
£

Staff includes:

Pamela McPeters, Chief of Staff « pamela.mcpeters@house.state.tx.us
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The Texas House of Representatives is an Equal Opportunity Employer and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin
sex, religion, age or disability in employment or the provision of services. This newsletter is available in alternate formats upon request. Please call 1-800-241-1163.
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