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Austin/Travis County Health & Human Services  ........ (512) 972-5400
Center for Child Protection  ...........................................(512) 472-1164
City of Austin  ............................................................... (512) 480-5000
City of Manor  ............................................................... (512) 272-5555
City of Pflugerville  ....................................................... (512) 251-4004
Child/Elderly Abuse Hotline  ........................................ (800) 252-5400
Child Care Information  ................................................ (512) 327-7660
Child Support Enforcement  ......................................... (800) 252-8014
Children’s Health Insurance (CHIP) ............................. (800) 647-6558
Consumer Protection  .................................................... (800) 621-0508
Crime Stoppers  ............................................................. (512) 472-8477
Disability Issues  ........................................................... (512) 463-5739
Domestic Violence/Rape Crisis Hotline  ......... (512) 267-SAFE (7233)
Employee Rights  .......................................................... (800) 832-2829
First Call for Help of United Way  .................... 211 or  (512) 973-9203
Governor’s Information & Referral .............................. (512) 463-1782
HIV/STD Information  .................................................. (800) 299-2437
Insurance Consumer Line  ............................................ (512) 463-6515

Lawyer Referral Service  .............................................. (512) 472-8303
Legal Aid  ...................................................................... (512) 374-2700
Medicaid Fraud Division  ..............................................(512) 463-2011
Medicaid Information  .................................................. (800) 252-8263
Medicare Information  .................................................. (800) 442-2620
MHMR Crisis Hotline (24-hour)  .................... (512) 472-HELP (4357)
Nursing Home Complaints  .......................................... (800) 458-9858
Older Adults’ Information & Referral  .......................... (888) 215-1293
Older Texans’ Legal Hotline    ...................................... (512) 477-3950
Runaway Hotline  ............................................ (888) 580-HELP (4357) 
Social Security Information .......................................... (512) 206-3700
Suicide Prevention Hotline  .......................................... (800) 210-2278
Travis County Sheriff’s Dept.  ...................................... (512) 854-9770
Veteran’s Information  ................................................... (800) 827-1000
Victims’ Services, Austin Police Dept.  ........................ (512) 974-5037
Village of Webberville  ................................................. (512) 276-1865
Family Law Hotline  ..................................................... (512) 476-1866

• Jan. 19, 2013: 14th Annual MLK, Jr. Blvd. Clean Up - Join me in honoring Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. by beautifying the street bearing his name on Saturday, 
January 19, 2013. We will meet at JJ Seabrook Park located on Pershing Dr. 
at 9:30 a.m. to gather supplies and enjoy snacks before setting off to remove 
debris from MLK, Jr. Boulevard between Airport and Springdale Road. Clean 
Up estimate from 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

• Feb. 23, 2013: 14th African American Community Heritage Festival 
celebrating family and community during Black History Month in Austin’s 
historical African-American neighborhood. Food, fun rides and games for 
children, local vendors, health fair and great entertainment for the whole 
family. The 14th annual festival will be held Saturday, February 23, 2013 
from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at Huston-Tillotson University, 900 Chicon St. in 
Austin, Texas. 

f82nD LeGIsLaTuRe aPPROPRIaTeD BuDGeT

DAWNNA Dukes
Dear Friends: 

This newsletter serves as an overview of key bills that 
became law as a result of the 82nd legislative session, 
in which I was privileged to represent you. 

The 82nd Legislative Session will  be recalled in Texas 
history as one of the most difficult, contentious and 
challenging sessions ever.  It proved to be 
a nightmare.  6,124 bills were introduced 
and of these 1,320 bills passed.  A $27 
billion dollar deficit, major changes in our 
state’s political leadership structure and 
uncertainty in our economic future caused 
many in the Legislature to pursue short-
term solutions to ongoing, long-term 
problems.  All this played out against the 
contentious backdrop of constitutional 
redistricting. Though I worked against 
it, the Legislature made draconian cuts to vital 
programs, including health care services for women, 
children, the elderly and individuals with disabilities. 
For the first time in history, our schools will not be 
fully funded and higher educational opportunities will 
be more expensive and difficult to obtain. So-called 
“emergency” legislation to disenfranchise voters an 
restrict women’s reproductive rights, pandering to 
partisan interests was put ahead of  critically needed 
measures.  

Although there were a few key legislative victories for 
working Texans and families, the budget deficit and 
redistricting dominated the session. As a member of the 
Appropriations Committee, I participated in countless 
budget debates in an effort to save programs important 
to our community.  Though we had some successes in 
fighting the budget-cutting majority, Texas still falls 

short in many important areas. 

Thousands of families still have no health 
insurance or child care. Far too many 
children and adults lack basic literacy 
skills. Educational and employment 
remain out of reach for many Texans. 
Finally, Travis County was purposefully 
divided into five Congressional districts.

I want to personally thank all of you who 
contacted my office during the regular session. Your 
insight and concerns were valuable in determining how 
to vote on particular issues.  As always, it is a privilege 
to serve you in the Texas House of Representatives. 
I pledge to continue to work diligently for all the 
residents of House District 46 in the upcoming 83rd 
session which begins in January.

Sincerely,

T e X A s  H O u s e  O F  R e P R e s e N T A T I V e s

82nd Texas Legislative session

LeGIsLaTIVe RePORT

Follow me on 
Facebook as well as 
join my mailing list to 
get updates about the 
latest happenings in 
State government.

RePResenTaTIVe Dukes’ sTaFF
Introducing Team Dukes (as they joyfully referred to themselves) who conquered the Capitol during the 82nd Legislative 

Session. My wonderfully witty and sharp legislative staff and interns preferred a less traditional end-of-session photo. The rest 
of the pictures are a riot! I just love these young adults. Special thank you to the dedicated staff and interns who worked tirelessly 
on behalf of the constituents of District 46  during the long and arduous hours of the 82nd Texas Legislature. 

Left to right:  Edward Pollard, Texas Legislative Internship Program; Jennifer Berberich, University of  Texas - Austin student; 
Jessica Kemp, Legislative Director; Pam Parker, Special Project Coordinator; Pamela McPeters, Chief-of-Staff; Rep. Dawnna 
Dukes; Juan Garcia, Mexican American Legislative Caucus Internship Program; Stephanie Lebleu, University of Texas - Austin 
Social Work Program; Czara Venegas, University of Texas - San Antonio McClendon Scholar; Thais De Macedo, Texas A&M 
University Internship Program; Esteban Desantiago, University of Texas - Austin student volunteer.

Travis  County Distr ic t  46

sTATe RePReseNTATIVe

sAVe THe DATe



SB 993 - Parental child Placement agreement.
In the event a parent is under investigation by DFPS 

or receiving family-based services, a parental child 
placement agreement becomes vital to ensuring child safety. 
The parent identifies another home for the child to stay 
during the investigation or while receiving the services. 

SB 993, cosponsored by Rep. Dukes, requires greater 
detail within these agreements to ensure the placements 
are appropriate, everyone understands their rights and 
responsibilities and the placements last no longer than necessary. 

h B  2 3 7 0  -  P e r m a n e n c y  c a r e  a S S i S ta n c e

Permanency Care Assistance helps establish much needed 
stability for children in state conservatorship who have 
experienced abuse and/or neglect. Child development experts 
agree that a sense of permanent home and family is key for 
a child to mature as a healthy, functioning and productive 
member of society. To help establish this sense of  permanency, 
caseworkers look first to extended relatives for help. 

House Bill 2370, authored by Rep. Dukes, will provide 
a simple disclosure to those family members interested in 
stepping forward and caring for a child relative in need. 
The bill requires the Department or other child-placing 
agency to make applicants for assistance aware of certain 
criminal convictions that would exclude them from the 
program, as well as, identify the  types of convictions 
that would not prevent consideration of their application.  

hB 3531 - medication monitoring 
Many foster care children are exposed to significant 

emotional and psychological stress. This puts them at 
risk of needing multiple medications to cope. Legitimate 
concern exists about over-medicating these children, so it is 
important that health care providers have this information to 
prescribe medications appropriately.  HB 3531, coauthored 
by Rep. Dukes, requires the Health and Human Services 
Commission to implement a system to monitor psychotropic 
drug prescription for certain children in the conservatorship 
of the Department of Family and Protective Services.  

hB 3 - life SentenceS for Sexual aSSault crimeS

Reports have shown sexual assault and aggravated sexual 
assault committed against women and children are among 
the crimes with the highest recidivism rates. Rep. Dukes, as 
a strong proponent for the protection of women and children, 
coauthored HB 3, which enhances the punishment provisions 
for repeat offenders of these crimes. HB 3 amends the Penal 
Code to include the prison sentence of life without parole 
for repeat offenders of sexual assault and aggravated sexual 
assault. Enhanced punishments for these crimes sends a 
clear message that the state will take a tough stance on crime 
and will punish offenders to the fullest extent of the law. 

SB 24 - human trafficking

Texas is home to not only major human trafficking corridors, 
but many individual trafficking victims are brought to the state 
and forced to work against their will. SB 24, coauthored by Rep. 
Dukes, extends the civil and criminal statute of limitations for 
human trafficking crimes, requiring an offender who is convicted 
of sex trafficking to register in the Sex Offender Registry, and 
providing protection mechanisms for child victims. SB 24 
increases the penalty for compelling prostitution of a child to a 
first degree felony and allows sentences for human trafficking 
offenses to be stacked at the discretion of a judge. Offenders 
charged with subsequent convictions of human trafficking will 
become eligible for an automatic life sentence.

hB 2496 - teen dating Violence court 
Teen dating violence is a serious issue and a comprehensive 

approach is needed to effectively address all the factors which 
contribute to the violent episodes. Rep. Dukes coauthored 
HB 2496, which creates a 12 week teen dating violence court 
program designed to educate teens and encourage them to refrain 
from dating violence.  The program provides counseling and 
referrals and makes clear the juvenile justice system to victims 
of teen dating violence.  Before implementation, the program 
must be approved by the court and county commissioners court.

SB 768 - rio de Vida

With the support of Travis County and the City of Austin, 
Rep. Dukes sponsored SB 768, which creates the Rio de Vida 
Municipal Utility District. This is the first special district the 
City of Austin has supported during a legislative session in 
20 years.  The district will be a master planned community 
covering 2,130 acres and will support the construction of 
water, wastewater and drainage infrastructure and roads.  The 
district also has the authority to pay for  extensive parks and 
recreation facilities. SB 768 will result in high quality land 
development in Austin’s desired development zone, as well 
as, good jobs and a light industrial site near the airport that 
can be used by the city to recruit new businesses to our area.

hB 942 - School diStrict court coSt & aPPeal BondS

The devastating budget cuts enacted during the 82nd 
legislative session affected agencies and entities statewide, 
with school districts feeling the brunt of the impact. Therefore, 
legislation, to ease financial burdens on school districts 
serves to offset the severe cuts in educational funding. In the 
unfortunate event a school district is involved in a lawsuit, 
the law required the district to post court cost bonds or appeal 
bonds, even though a district poses little or no risk of non-
payment of those fees. This resulted in money, that could 
have been used to fund Pre-K programs, teacher salaries, and 
drop-out prevention programs, being held in accounts that 
served little purpose. HB 942 by Rep. Dukes, exempts school 
districts from these bond posting requirements in order for 
districts to use their money in the most beneficial way possible 
- educating our children and paying hard-working teachers.

SB 736 -  teen dating Violence PreVention

After the shocking murder of Ortralla Mosley in 2003 by her 
former boyfriend at Reagan High School, Rep. Dukes has worked 
since then with Ortralla’s mother, law enforcement, prosecutors, 
and educators to continue improvements to legislation that 
further addresses and prevents teen dating violence. Rep. 
Dukes sponsored SB 736, which adds “local domestic violence 
programs” to the list of organizations from which members of 
a local School Health Advisory Committee (SHAC) may be 
appointed. These committees include parents, teachers and local 
community members. They advise school districts on health 
education related topics. By adding domestic violence programs 
to the SHAC member list, there will be greater opportunities 
for those members to share their knowledge and expertise 
regarding critical teen dating violence prevention initiatives.

hB 1942 -  School Bullying PreVention 
Intimidation can come in many forms. When it affects our 

students at school, it not only disrupts their learning experiences, 
it also affects their mental well-being and social development. 
School bullying, in any form, cannot be tolerated . With the help 

of Rep. Dukes’ coauthorship, HB 1942 was enacted to address 
the devastating effects bullying has on our  schools, communities, 
and families. HB 1942 requires school districts to adopt policies 
to address school bullying, including cyber bullying, and teach 
staff how to identify and respond to bullying. HB 1942 encourages 
school districts, educators, parents, students and the community-
at-large to take a more proactive stance on this critical issue.

SB 778 - StudentS with diSaBilitieS

Teaching and making decisions for students with disabilities 
requires specialized knowledge. It is in a student’s best 
interest for a decision-making body to include, if practical,  a 
representative whose primary responsibilities include educating 
students with disabilities. Rep. Dukes is a proponent of quality 
education for all students. By cosponsoring SB 778, Rep. 
Dukes worked to ensure that professionals with specialized 
knowledge on district and campus-wide decision-making 
boards account for the interests of students with disabilities.

hB 2910 -  graduation rateS

Currently, Texas ranks ninth among the states for percentage 
of higher education enrollment, but 31st for percentage of adults 
with at least a Bachelor’s degree. Therefore, while Texans are 
enrolling in institutions of higher education, our graduation 
rate needs significant improvement. HB 2910, coauthored 
by Rep. Dukes, authorizes The Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board and post-secondary schools, to enter into 
agreements with nonprofit organizations. These organizations 
will assist the Board in identifying and implementing effective 
methods for increasing graduation rates. Economic success and 
development of the state depends on Texas students completing 
their degree requirements and graduating with a postsecondary 
degree. HB 2910 will help identify and analyze the critical 
issues affecting graduation rates and implement effective 
strategies to bring Texas to the forefront of academic success.

SB 329 -  electronic recycling

Caring for and protecting the environment is critical to ensuring a 
high-quality of life for Austin residents, those across the great state 
of Texas, and nationwide. Due to technological advancements, an 
estimated hundred million televisions in households across the 
country are no longer used. Electronic waste of this magnitude 
threatens to overwhelm available landfill space. A growing concern 
exists that electronic waste, which includes hazardous materials such 
as mercury and lead, threaten the environment and public health. SB 
329, coauthored by Rep. Dukes, establishes a television recycling 
program, which requires television manufacturers to take back and 
recycle a percentage of their sets sold in Texas. This change provides 
consumers with convenient alternatives to the disposal of televisions 
in landfills and incinerators. It is also a collaborative effort to increase 
public awareness and address important environmental issues. 

HIGHeR eDucaTIOn

hB 438 - oral medication - cancer treatment

Rep. Dukes coauthored HB 438 which increases cancer patients’ 
treatment options. Orally administered medication is a clinically 
safe and effective treatment option. Several factors, however,  
prevent more widespread use of oral medications. These include  
the fact that these types of medications have greater patient 
out-of-pocket costs than  intravenous medications. In 2010, the 
Texas Department of Insurance released a report on the disparity 
between orally administered and intravenously administered 
cancer medication and recommended that the Legislature 
work to equalize the cost difference. HB 438 requires a health 
benefit plan that includes chemotherapy treatment to cover 
orally administered anticancer medication at the same levels 
as intravenously administered or injected cancer medications.

SB 218 - foSter care redeSign

Based on the unanimous recommendations of the Department 
of Family and Protective Services’ (DFPS) Foster Care 
Redesign Committee, SB 218, sponsored by Rep. Dukes, 
transforms Texas’ foster care system to help displaced children 
remain in their home communities, so they can remain in their 
valuable support networks. The struggles children in the foster 
care system face are well documented. With the help of the 
Department and community service providers, Rep. Dukes has 
worked tirelessly over the years to improve the child welfare 
system and ensure the most vulnerable children are provided 
with the best care and support possible. SB 218 furthers those 
efforts by calling for redesign of the treatment payment structure, 
which will increase accountability, quality, coordinated services 
and ultimately, better outcomes for children and youth.  

SB 218 directs the Department to pay foster care providers 
based on their performance. Currently, providers lack incentive 
to improve children’s outcomes because they are paid according 
to the child’s level of need. If a child has more intense medical 
or behavioral needs, the provider receives more money. 
Changing how we pay providers will ensure foster children 
receive the services they require when they need them, which in 
turn will encourage more positive outcomes for these children. 

hB 452 - temPorary houSing - former foSter children

University students who leave the foster care system at 
age 18 may lack somewhere to go home during semester 
breaks. Allowing former foster care students to stay in their 
dorm during these breaks prevents temporary homelessness 
and helps provide these students more stability. HB 452, 
coauthored by Rep. Dukes, provides for temporary housing 
between academic terms including the summer semester. 
Students may participate if they were in the Department’s 
care when they turned 18 and were enrolled in a state college 
or university both before and after the semester break. 

hB 943 -  miSSing foSter care children

In Fiscal Year 2010, approximately 26,000 children were in 
DFPS conservatorship. Of that number, 173 children had run 
away from care and nine children had been abducted. When 
children go missing from their home they become exposed 
to great personal risk, sexual and criminal victimization, 
drugs and alcohol abuse and of committing crimes 
themselves. These risks increase the longer they are missing. 

Rep. Dukes authored HB 943 to minimize the possibility of 
child injury. The bill requires the Department to immediately 
report and investigate all cases, and enter them into the 
state clearinghouse. The Department shall also notify law 
enforcement, the court, the child’s attorney ad litem and the 
child’s parents when a child is missing from his or her substitute 
care provider.  This notice must be provided no later than 24 
hours after the Department is made aware the child is missing. 

SB 501 - diSProPortionality 
Research has shown that children who are members of racial 

or ethnic minority groups are disproportionately involved in 
the foster care, special education, juvenile justice and criminal 
justice systems.  To address these systemic disparities, Rep. 
Dukes sponsored SB 501, which employs a comprehensive 
approach and creates the Interagency Council for Addressing 
Disproportionality. The Council will be composed of 
representatives from relevant agencies and the public. It will 
examine best practices and training, review the availability 
of funding, consider both entry into the juvenile justice, 
child welfare, education, mental health systems and ultimate 
outcomes, as well as, make recommendations to the Legislature 
to address disproportionality as it exists within various systems.
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Rep. Dawnna Dukes participates in Read-a-thon with school 
children at Andrews Elementary School.

HeaLTH caRe

Leila Dukes patiently listening to her mother, Rep. Dawnna Dukes 
converse with a member on the House floor during “Take Your 

Daughter to Work Day” at the end of legislative session.

Rep. Dukes led the fight during the Redistricting  debates to ensure 
Travis County residents would have a Congressional Representative 

whose district would be based in the county. 



SB 993 - Parental child Placement agreement.
In the event a parent is under investigation by DFPS 

or receiving family-based services, a parental child 
placement agreement becomes vital to ensuring child safety. 
The parent identifies another home for the child to stay 
during the investigation or while receiving the services. 

SB 993, cosponsored by Rep. Dukes, requires greater 
detail within these agreements to ensure the placements 
are appropriate, everyone understands their rights and 
responsibilities and the placements last no longer than necessary. 

h B  2 3 7 0  -  P e r m a n e n c y  c a r e  a S S i S ta n c e

Permanency Care Assistance helps establish much needed 
stability for children in state conservatorship who have 
experienced abuse and/or neglect. Child development experts 
agree that a sense of permanent home and family is key for 
a child to mature as a healthy, functioning and productive 
member of society. To help establish this sense of  permanency, 
caseworkers look first to extended relatives for help. 

House Bill 2370, authored by Rep. Dukes, will provide 
a simple disclosure to those family members interested in 
stepping forward and caring for a child relative in need. 
The bill requires the Department or other child-placing 
agency to make applicants for assistance aware of certain 
criminal convictions that would exclude them from the 
program, as well as, identify the  types of convictions 
that would not prevent consideration of their application.  

hB 3531 - medication monitoring 
Many foster care children are exposed to significant 

emotional and psychological stress. This puts them at 
risk of needing multiple medications to cope. Legitimate 
concern exists about over-medicating these children, so it is 
important that health care providers have this information to 
prescribe medications appropriately.  HB 3531, coauthored 
by Rep. Dukes, requires the Health and Human Services 
Commission to implement a system to monitor psychotropic 
drug prescription for certain children in the conservatorship 
of the Department of Family and Protective Services.  

hB 3 - life SentenceS for Sexual aSSault crimeS

Reports have shown sexual assault and aggravated sexual 
assault committed against women and children are among 
the crimes with the highest recidivism rates. Rep. Dukes, as 
a strong proponent for the protection of women and children, 
coauthored HB 3, which enhances the punishment provisions 
for repeat offenders of these crimes. HB 3 amends the Penal 
Code to include the prison sentence of life without parole 
for repeat offenders of sexual assault and aggravated sexual 
assault. Enhanced punishments for these crimes sends a 
clear message that the state will take a tough stance on crime 
and will punish offenders to the fullest extent of the law. 

SB 24 - human trafficking

Texas is home to not only major human trafficking corridors, 
but many individual trafficking victims are brought to the state 
and forced to work against their will. SB 24, coauthored by Rep. 
Dukes, extends the civil and criminal statute of limitations for 
human trafficking crimes, requiring an offender who is convicted 
of sex trafficking to register in the Sex Offender Registry, and 
providing protection mechanisms for child victims. SB 24 
increases the penalty for compelling prostitution of a child to a 
first degree felony and allows sentences for human trafficking 
offenses to be stacked at the discretion of a judge. Offenders 
charged with subsequent convictions of human trafficking will 
become eligible for an automatic life sentence.

hB 2496 - teen dating Violence court 
Teen dating violence is a serious issue and a comprehensive 

approach is needed to effectively address all the factors which 
contribute to the violent episodes. Rep. Dukes coauthored 
HB 2496, which creates a 12 week teen dating violence court 
program designed to educate teens and encourage them to refrain 
from dating violence.  The program provides counseling and 
referrals and makes clear the juvenile justice system to victims 
of teen dating violence.  Before implementation, the program 
must be approved by the court and county commissioners court.

SB 768 - rio de Vida

With the support of Travis County and the City of Austin, 
Rep. Dukes sponsored SB 768, which creates the Rio de Vida 
Municipal Utility District. This is the first special district the 
City of Austin has supported during a legislative session in 
20 years.  The district will be a master planned community 
covering 2,130 acres and will support the construction of 
water, wastewater and drainage infrastructure and roads.  The 
district also has the authority to pay for  extensive parks and 
recreation facilities. SB 768 will result in high quality land 
development in Austin’s desired development zone, as well 
as, good jobs and a light industrial site near the airport that 
can be used by the city to recruit new businesses to our area.

hB 942 - School diStrict court coSt & aPPeal BondS

The devastating budget cuts enacted during the 82nd 
legislative session affected agencies and entities statewide, 
with school districts feeling the brunt of the impact. Therefore, 
legislation, to ease financial burdens on school districts 
serves to offset the severe cuts in educational funding. In the 
unfortunate event a school district is involved in a lawsuit, 
the law required the district to post court cost bonds or appeal 
bonds, even though a district poses little or no risk of non-
payment of those fees. This resulted in money, that could 
have been used to fund Pre-K programs, teacher salaries, and 
drop-out prevention programs, being held in accounts that 
served little purpose. HB 942 by Rep. Dukes, exempts school 
districts from these bond posting requirements in order for 
districts to use their money in the most beneficial way possible 
- educating our children and paying hard-working teachers.

SB 736 -  teen dating Violence PreVention

After the shocking murder of Ortralla Mosley in 2003 by her 
former boyfriend at Reagan High School, Rep. Dukes has worked 
since then with Ortralla’s mother, law enforcement, prosecutors, 
and educators to continue improvements to legislation that 
further addresses and prevents teen dating violence. Rep. 
Dukes sponsored SB 736, which adds “local domestic violence 
programs” to the list of organizations from which members of 
a local School Health Advisory Committee (SHAC) may be 
appointed. These committees include parents, teachers and local 
community members. They advise school districts on health 
education related topics. By adding domestic violence programs 
to the SHAC member list, there will be greater opportunities 
for those members to share their knowledge and expertise 
regarding critical teen dating violence prevention initiatives.

hB 1942 -  School Bullying PreVention 
Intimidation can come in many forms. When it affects our 

students at school, it not only disrupts their learning experiences, 
it also affects their mental well-being and social development. 
School bullying, in any form, cannot be tolerated . With the help 

of Rep. Dukes’ coauthorship, HB 1942 was enacted to address 
the devastating effects bullying has on our  schools, communities, 
and families. HB 1942 requires school districts to adopt policies 
to address school bullying, including cyber bullying, and teach 
staff how to identify and respond to bullying. HB 1942 encourages 
school districts, educators, parents, students and the community-
at-large to take a more proactive stance on this critical issue.

SB 778 - StudentS with diSaBilitieS

Teaching and making decisions for students with disabilities 
requires specialized knowledge. It is in a student’s best 
interest for a decision-making body to include, if practical,  a 
representative whose primary responsibilities include educating 
students with disabilities. Rep. Dukes is a proponent of quality 
education for all students. By cosponsoring SB 778, Rep. 
Dukes worked to ensure that professionals with specialized 
knowledge on district and campus-wide decision-making 
boards account for the interests of students with disabilities.

hB 2910 -  graduation rateS

Currently, Texas ranks ninth among the states for percentage 
of higher education enrollment, but 31st for percentage of adults 
with at least a Bachelor’s degree. Therefore, while Texans are 
enrolling in institutions of higher education, our graduation 
rate needs significant improvement. HB 2910, coauthored 
by Rep. Dukes, authorizes The Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board and post-secondary schools, to enter into 
agreements with nonprofit organizations. These organizations 
will assist the Board in identifying and implementing effective 
methods for increasing graduation rates. Economic success and 
development of the state depends on Texas students completing 
their degree requirements and graduating with a postsecondary 
degree. HB 2910 will help identify and analyze the critical 
issues affecting graduation rates and implement effective 
strategies to bring Texas to the forefront of academic success.

SB 329 -  electronic recycling

Caring for and protecting the environment is critical to ensuring a 
high-quality of life for Austin residents, those across the great state 
of Texas, and nationwide. Due to technological advancements, an 
estimated hundred million televisions in households across the 
country are no longer used. Electronic waste of this magnitude 
threatens to overwhelm available landfill space. A growing concern 
exists that electronic waste, which includes hazardous materials such 
as mercury and lead, threaten the environment and public health. SB 
329, coauthored by Rep. Dukes, establishes a television recycling 
program, which requires television manufacturers to take back and 
recycle a percentage of their sets sold in Texas. This change provides 
consumers with convenient alternatives to the disposal of televisions 
in landfills and incinerators. It is also a collaborative effort to increase 
public awareness and address important environmental issues. 

HIGHeR eDucaTIOn

hB 438 - oral medication - cancer treatment

Rep. Dukes coauthored HB 438 which increases cancer patients’ 
treatment options. Orally administered medication is a clinically 
safe and effective treatment option. Several factors, however,  
prevent more widespread use of oral medications. These include  
the fact that these types of medications have greater patient 
out-of-pocket costs than  intravenous medications. In 2010, the 
Texas Department of Insurance released a report on the disparity 
between orally administered and intravenously administered 
cancer medication and recommended that the Legislature 
work to equalize the cost difference. HB 438 requires a health 
benefit plan that includes chemotherapy treatment to cover 
orally administered anticancer medication at the same levels 
as intravenously administered or injected cancer medications.

SB 218 - foSter care redeSign

Based on the unanimous recommendations of the Department 
of Family and Protective Services’ (DFPS) Foster Care 
Redesign Committee, SB 218, sponsored by Rep. Dukes, 
transforms Texas’ foster care system to help displaced children 
remain in their home communities, so they can remain in their 
valuable support networks. The struggles children in the foster 
care system face are well documented. With the help of the 
Department and community service providers, Rep. Dukes has 
worked tirelessly over the years to improve the child welfare 
system and ensure the most vulnerable children are provided 
with the best care and support possible. SB 218 furthers those 
efforts by calling for redesign of the treatment payment structure, 
which will increase accountability, quality, coordinated services 
and ultimately, better outcomes for children and youth.  

SB 218 directs the Department to pay foster care providers 
based on their performance. Currently, providers lack incentive 
to improve children’s outcomes because they are paid according 
to the child’s level of need. If a child has more intense medical 
or behavioral needs, the provider receives more money. 
Changing how we pay providers will ensure foster children 
receive the services they require when they need them, which in 
turn will encourage more positive outcomes for these children. 

hB 452 - temPorary houSing - former foSter children

University students who leave the foster care system at 
age 18 may lack somewhere to go home during semester 
breaks. Allowing former foster care students to stay in their 
dorm during these breaks prevents temporary homelessness 
and helps provide these students more stability. HB 452, 
coauthored by Rep. Dukes, provides for temporary housing 
between academic terms including the summer semester. 
Students may participate if they were in the Department’s 
care when they turned 18 and were enrolled in a state college 
or university both before and after the semester break. 

hB 943 -  miSSing foSter care children

In Fiscal Year 2010, approximately 26,000 children were in 
DFPS conservatorship. Of that number, 173 children had run 
away from care and nine children had been abducted. When 
children go missing from their home they become exposed 
to great personal risk, sexual and criminal victimization, 
drugs and alcohol abuse and of committing crimes 
themselves. These risks increase the longer they are missing. 

Rep. Dukes authored HB 943 to minimize the possibility of 
child injury. The bill requires the Department to immediately 
report and investigate all cases, and enter them into the 
state clearinghouse. The Department shall also notify law 
enforcement, the court, the child’s attorney ad litem and the 
child’s parents when a child is missing from his or her substitute 
care provider.  This notice must be provided no later than 24 
hours after the Department is made aware the child is missing. 

SB 501 - diSProPortionality 
Research has shown that children who are members of racial 

or ethnic minority groups are disproportionately involved in 
the foster care, special education, juvenile justice and criminal 
justice systems.  To address these systemic disparities, Rep. 
Dukes sponsored SB 501, which employs a comprehensive 
approach and creates the Interagency Council for Addressing 
Disproportionality. The Council will be composed of 
representatives from relevant agencies and the public. It will 
examine best practices and training, review the availability 
of funding, consider both entry into the juvenile justice, 
child welfare, education, mental health systems and ultimate 
outcomes, as well as, make recommendations to the Legislature 
to address disproportionality as it exists within various systems.
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Rep. Dawnna Dukes participates in Read-a-thon with school 
children at Andrews Elementary School.

HeaLTH caRe

Leila Dukes patiently listening to her mother, Rep. Dawnna Dukes 
converse with a member on the House floor during “Take Your 

Daughter to Work Day” at the end of legislative session.

Rep. Dukes led the fight during the Redistricting  debates to ensure 
Travis County residents would have a Congressional Representative 

whose district would be based in the county. 



SB 993 - Parental child Placement agreement.
In the event a parent is under investigation by DFPS 

or receiving family-based services, a parental child 
placement agreement becomes vital to ensuring child safety. 
The parent identifies another home for the child to stay 
during the investigation or while receiving the services. 

SB 993, cosponsored by Rep. Dukes, requires greater 
detail within these agreements to ensure the placements 
are appropriate, everyone understands their rights and 
responsibilities and the placements last no longer than necessary. 

h B  2 3 7 0  -  P e r m a n e n c y  c a r e  a S S i S ta n c e

Permanency Care Assistance helps establish much needed 
stability for children in state conservatorship who have 
experienced abuse and/or neglect. Child development experts 
agree that a sense of permanent home and family is key for 
a child to mature as a healthy, functioning and productive 
member of society. To help establish this sense of  permanency, 
caseworkers look first to extended relatives for help. 

House Bill 2370, authored by Rep. Dukes, will provide 
a simple disclosure to those family members interested in 
stepping forward and caring for a child relative in need. 
The bill requires the Department or other child-placing 
agency to make applicants for assistance aware of certain 
criminal convictions that would exclude them from the 
program, as well as, identify the  types of convictions 
that would not prevent consideration of their application.  

hB 3531 - medication monitoring 
Many foster care children are exposed to significant 

emotional and psychological stress. This puts them at 
risk of needing multiple medications to cope. Legitimate 
concern exists about over-medicating these children, so it is 
important that health care providers have this information to 
prescribe medications appropriately.  HB 3531, coauthored 
by Rep. Dukes, requires the Health and Human Services 
Commission to implement a system to monitor psychotropic 
drug prescription for certain children in the conservatorship 
of the Department of Family and Protective Services.  

hB 3 - life SentenceS for Sexual aSSault crimeS

Reports have shown sexual assault and aggravated sexual 
assault committed against women and children are among 
the crimes with the highest recidivism rates. Rep. Dukes, as 
a strong proponent for the protection of women and children, 
coauthored HB 3, which enhances the punishment provisions 
for repeat offenders of these crimes. HB 3 amends the Penal 
Code to include the prison sentence of life without parole 
for repeat offenders of sexual assault and aggravated sexual 
assault. Enhanced punishments for these crimes sends a 
clear message that the state will take a tough stance on crime 
and will punish offenders to the fullest extent of the law. 

SB 24 - human trafficking

Texas is home to not only major human trafficking corridors, 
but many individual trafficking victims are brought to the state 
and forced to work against their will. SB 24, coauthored by Rep. 
Dukes, extends the civil and criminal statute of limitations for 
human trafficking crimes, requiring an offender who is convicted 
of sex trafficking to register in the Sex Offender Registry, and 
providing protection mechanisms for child victims. SB 24 
increases the penalty for compelling prostitution of a child to a 
first degree felony and allows sentences for human trafficking 
offenses to be stacked at the discretion of a judge. Offenders 
charged with subsequent convictions of human trafficking will 
become eligible for an automatic life sentence.

hB 2496 - teen dating Violence court 
Teen dating violence is a serious issue and a comprehensive 

approach is needed to effectively address all the factors which 
contribute to the violent episodes. Rep. Dukes coauthored 
HB 2496, which creates a 12 week teen dating violence court 
program designed to educate teens and encourage them to refrain 
from dating violence.  The program provides counseling and 
referrals and makes clear the juvenile justice system to victims 
of teen dating violence.  Before implementation, the program 
must be approved by the court and county commissioners court.

SB 768 - rio de Vida

With the support of Travis County and the City of Austin, 
Rep. Dukes sponsored SB 768, which creates the Rio de Vida 
Municipal Utility District. This is the first special district the 
City of Austin has supported during a legislative session in 
20 years.  The district will be a master planned community 
covering 2,130 acres and will support the construction of 
water, wastewater and drainage infrastructure and roads.  The 
district also has the authority to pay for  extensive parks and 
recreation facilities. SB 768 will result in high quality land 
development in Austin’s desired development zone, as well 
as, good jobs and a light industrial site near the airport that 
can be used by the city to recruit new businesses to our area.

hB 942 - School diStrict court coSt & aPPeal BondS

The devastating budget cuts enacted during the 82nd 
legislative session affected agencies and entities statewide, 
with school districts feeling the brunt of the impact. Therefore, 
legislation, to ease financial burdens on school districts 
serves to offset the severe cuts in educational funding. In the 
unfortunate event a school district is involved in a lawsuit, 
the law required the district to post court cost bonds or appeal 
bonds, even though a district poses little or no risk of non-
payment of those fees. This resulted in money, that could 
have been used to fund Pre-K programs, teacher salaries, and 
drop-out prevention programs, being held in accounts that 
served little purpose. HB 942 by Rep. Dukes, exempts school 
districts from these bond posting requirements in order for 
districts to use their money in the most beneficial way possible 
- educating our children and paying hard-working teachers.

SB 736 -  teen dating Violence PreVention

After the shocking murder of Ortralla Mosley in 2003 by her 
former boyfriend at Reagan High School, Rep. Dukes has worked 
since then with Ortralla’s mother, law enforcement, prosecutors, 
and educators to continue improvements to legislation that 
further addresses and prevents teen dating violence. Rep. 
Dukes sponsored SB 736, which adds “local domestic violence 
programs” to the list of organizations from which members of 
a local School Health Advisory Committee (SHAC) may be 
appointed. These committees include parents, teachers and local 
community members. They advise school districts on health 
education related topics. By adding domestic violence programs 
to the SHAC member list, there will be greater opportunities 
for those members to share their knowledge and expertise 
regarding critical teen dating violence prevention initiatives.

hB 1942 -  School Bullying PreVention 
Intimidation can come in many forms. When it affects our 

students at school, it not only disrupts their learning experiences, 
it also affects their mental well-being and social development. 
School bullying, in any form, cannot be tolerated . With the help 

of Rep. Dukes’ coauthorship, HB 1942 was enacted to address 
the devastating effects bullying has on our  schools, communities, 
and families. HB 1942 requires school districts to adopt policies 
to address school bullying, including cyber bullying, and teach 
staff how to identify and respond to bullying. HB 1942 encourages 
school districts, educators, parents, students and the community-
at-large to take a more proactive stance on this critical issue.

SB 778 - StudentS with diSaBilitieS

Teaching and making decisions for students with disabilities 
requires specialized knowledge. It is in a student’s best 
interest for a decision-making body to include, if practical,  a 
representative whose primary responsibilities include educating 
students with disabilities. Rep. Dukes is a proponent of quality 
education for all students. By cosponsoring SB 778, Rep. 
Dukes worked to ensure that professionals with specialized 
knowledge on district and campus-wide decision-making 
boards account for the interests of students with disabilities.

hB 2910 -  graduation rateS

Currently, Texas ranks ninth among the states for percentage 
of higher education enrollment, but 31st for percentage of adults 
with at least a Bachelor’s degree. Therefore, while Texans are 
enrolling in institutions of higher education, our graduation 
rate needs significant improvement. HB 2910, coauthored 
by Rep. Dukes, authorizes The Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board and post-secondary schools, to enter into 
agreements with nonprofit organizations. These organizations 
will assist the Board in identifying and implementing effective 
methods for increasing graduation rates. Economic success and 
development of the state depends on Texas students completing 
their degree requirements and graduating with a postsecondary 
degree. HB 2910 will help identify and analyze the critical 
issues affecting graduation rates and implement effective 
strategies to bring Texas to the forefront of academic success.

SB 329 -  electronic recycling

Caring for and protecting the environment is critical to ensuring a 
high-quality of life for Austin residents, those across the great state 
of Texas, and nationwide. Due to technological advancements, an 
estimated hundred million televisions in households across the 
country are no longer used. Electronic waste of this magnitude 
threatens to overwhelm available landfill space. A growing concern 
exists that electronic waste, which includes hazardous materials such 
as mercury and lead, threaten the environment and public health. SB 
329, coauthored by Rep. Dukes, establishes a television recycling 
program, which requires television manufacturers to take back and 
recycle a percentage of their sets sold in Texas. This change provides 
consumers with convenient alternatives to the disposal of televisions 
in landfills and incinerators. It is also a collaborative effort to increase 
public awareness and address important environmental issues. 

HIGHeR eDucaTIOn

hB 438 - oral medication - cancer treatment

Rep. Dukes coauthored HB 438 which increases cancer patients’ 
treatment options. Orally administered medication is a clinically 
safe and effective treatment option. Several factors, however,  
prevent more widespread use of oral medications. These include  
the fact that these types of medications have greater patient 
out-of-pocket costs than  intravenous medications. In 2010, the 
Texas Department of Insurance released a report on the disparity 
between orally administered and intravenously administered 
cancer medication and recommended that the Legislature 
work to equalize the cost difference. HB 438 requires a health 
benefit plan that includes chemotherapy treatment to cover 
orally administered anticancer medication at the same levels 
as intravenously administered or injected cancer medications.

SB 218 - foSter care redeSign

Based on the unanimous recommendations of the Department 
of Family and Protective Services’ (DFPS) Foster Care 
Redesign Committee, SB 218, sponsored by Rep. Dukes, 
transforms Texas’ foster care system to help displaced children 
remain in their home communities, so they can remain in their 
valuable support networks. The struggles children in the foster 
care system face are well documented. With the help of the 
Department and community service providers, Rep. Dukes has 
worked tirelessly over the years to improve the child welfare 
system and ensure the most vulnerable children are provided 
with the best care and support possible. SB 218 furthers those 
efforts by calling for redesign of the treatment payment structure, 
which will increase accountability, quality, coordinated services 
and ultimately, better outcomes for children and youth.  

SB 218 directs the Department to pay foster care providers 
based on their performance. Currently, providers lack incentive 
to improve children’s outcomes because they are paid according 
to the child’s level of need. If a child has more intense medical 
or behavioral needs, the provider receives more money. 
Changing how we pay providers will ensure foster children 
receive the services they require when they need them, which in 
turn will encourage more positive outcomes for these children. 

hB 452 - temPorary houSing - former foSter children

University students who leave the foster care system at 
age 18 may lack somewhere to go home during semester 
breaks. Allowing former foster care students to stay in their 
dorm during these breaks prevents temporary homelessness 
and helps provide these students more stability. HB 452, 
coauthored by Rep. Dukes, provides for temporary housing 
between academic terms including the summer semester. 
Students may participate if they were in the Department’s 
care when they turned 18 and were enrolled in a state college 
or university both before and after the semester break. 

hB 943 -  miSSing foSter care children

In Fiscal Year 2010, approximately 26,000 children were in 
DFPS conservatorship. Of that number, 173 children had run 
away from care and nine children had been abducted. When 
children go missing from their home they become exposed 
to great personal risk, sexual and criminal victimization, 
drugs and alcohol abuse and of committing crimes 
themselves. These risks increase the longer they are missing. 

Rep. Dukes authored HB 943 to minimize the possibility of 
child injury. The bill requires the Department to immediately 
report and investigate all cases, and enter them into the 
state clearinghouse. The Department shall also notify law 
enforcement, the court, the child’s attorney ad litem and the 
child’s parents when a child is missing from his or her substitute 
care provider.  This notice must be provided no later than 24 
hours after the Department is made aware the child is missing. 

SB 501 - diSProPortionality 
Research has shown that children who are members of racial 

or ethnic minority groups are disproportionately involved in 
the foster care, special education, juvenile justice and criminal 
justice systems.  To address these systemic disparities, Rep. 
Dukes sponsored SB 501, which employs a comprehensive 
approach and creates the Interagency Council for Addressing 
Disproportionality. The Council will be composed of 
representatives from relevant agencies and the public. It will 
examine best practices and training, review the availability 
of funding, consider both entry into the juvenile justice, 
child welfare, education, mental health systems and ultimate 
outcomes, as well as, make recommendations to the Legislature 
to address disproportionality as it exists within various systems.
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Rep. Dawnna Dukes participates in Read-a-thon with school 
children at Andrews Elementary School.

HeaLTH caRe

Leila Dukes patiently listening to her mother, Rep. Dawnna Dukes 
converse with a member on the House floor during “Take Your 

Daughter to Work Day” at the end of legislative session.

Rep. Dukes led the fight during the Redistricting  debates to ensure 
Travis County residents would have a Congressional Representative 

whose district would be based in the county. 
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If you would like periodic updates about happenings at the legislature and in the community, please contact us to be added to 
our electronic mailing list. 

Austin/Travis County Health & Human Services  ........ (512) 972-5400
Center for Child Protection  ...........................................(512) 472-1164
City of Austin  ............................................................... (512) 480-5000
City of Manor  ............................................................... (512) 272-5555
City of Pflugerville  ....................................................... (512) 251-4004
Child/Elderly Abuse Hotline  ........................................ (800) 252-5400
Child Care Information  ................................................ (512) 327-7660
Child Support Enforcement  ......................................... (800) 252-8014
Children’s Health Insurance (CHIP) ............................. (800) 647-6558
Consumer Protection  .................................................... (800) 621-0508
Crime Stoppers  ............................................................. (512) 472-8477
Disability Issues  ........................................................... (512) 463-5739
Domestic Violence/Rape Crisis Hotline  ......... (512) 267-SAFE (7233)
Employee Rights  .......................................................... (800) 832-2829
First Call for Help of United Way  .................... 211 or  (512) 973-9203
Governor’s Information & Referral .............................. (512) 463-1782
HIV/STD Information  .................................................. (800) 299-2437
Insurance Consumer Line  ............................................ (512) 463-6515

Lawyer Referral Service  .............................................. (512) 472-8303
Legal Aid  ...................................................................... (512) 374-2700
Medicaid Fraud Division  ..............................................(512) 463-2011
Medicaid Information  .................................................. (800) 252-8263
Medicare Information  .................................................. (800) 442-2620
MHMR Crisis Hotline (24-hour)  .................... (512) 472-HELP (4357)
Nursing Home Complaints  .......................................... (800) 458-9858
Older Adults’ Information & Referral  .......................... (888) 215-1293
Older Texans’ Legal Hotline    ...................................... (512) 477-3950
Runaway Hotline  ............................................ (888) 580-HELP (4357) 
Social Security Information .......................................... (512) 206-3700
Suicide Prevention Hotline  .......................................... (800) 210-2278
Travis County Sheriff’s Dept.  ...................................... (512) 854-9770
Veteran’s Information  ................................................... (800) 827-1000
Victims’ Services, Austin Police Dept.  ........................ (512) 974-5037
Village of Webberville  ................................................. (512) 276-1865
Family Law Hotline  ..................................................... (512) 476-1866

• Jan. 19, 2013: 14th Annual MLK, Jr. Blvd. Clean Up - Join me in honoring Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. by beautifying the street bearing his name on Saturday, 
January 19, 2013. We will meet at JJ Seabrook Park located on Pershing Dr. 
at 9:30 a.m. to gather supplies and enjoy snacks before setting off to remove 
debris from MLK, Jr. Boulevard between Airport and Springdale Road. Clean 
Up estimate from 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

• Feb. 23, 2013: 14th African American Community Heritage Festival 
celebrating family and community during Black History Month in Austin’s 
historical African-American neighborhood. Food, fun rides and games for 
children, local vendors, health fair and great entertainment for the whole 
family. The 14th annual festival will be held Saturday, February 23, 2013 
from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at Huston-Tillotson University, 900 Chicon St. in 
Austin, Texas. 

f82nD LeGIsLaTuRe aPPROPRIaTeD BuDGeT

DAWNNA Dukes
Dear Friends: 

This newsletter serves as an overview of key bills that 
became law as a result of the 82nd legislative session, 
in which I was privileged to represent you. 

The 82nd Legislative Session will  be recalled in Texas 
history as one of the most difficult, contentious and 
challenging sessions ever.  It proved to be 
a nightmare.  6,124 bills were introduced 
and of these 1,320 bills passed.  A $27 
billion dollar deficit, major changes in our 
state’s political leadership structure and 
uncertainty in our economic future caused 
many in the Legislature to pursue short-
term solutions to ongoing, long-term 
problems.  All this played out against the 
contentious backdrop of constitutional 
redistricting. Though I worked against 
it, the Legislature made draconian cuts to vital 
programs, including health care services for women, 
children, the elderly and individuals with disabilities. 
For the first time in history, our schools will not be 
fully funded and higher educational opportunities will 
be more expensive and difficult to obtain. So-called 
“emergency” legislation to disenfranchise voters an 
restrict women’s reproductive rights, pandering to 
partisan interests was put ahead of  critically needed 
measures.  

Although there were a few key legislative victories for 
working Texans and families, the budget deficit and 
redistricting dominated the session. As a member of the 
Appropriations Committee, I participated in countless 
budget debates in an effort to save programs important 
to our community.  Though we had some successes in 
fighting the budget-cutting majority, Texas still falls 

short in many important areas. 

Thousands of families still have no health 
insurance or child care. Far too many 
children and adults lack basic literacy 
skills. Educational and employment 
remain out of reach for many Texans. 
Finally, Travis County was purposefully 
divided into five Congressional districts.

I want to personally thank all of you who 
contacted my office during the regular session. Your 
insight and concerns were valuable in determining how 
to vote on particular issues.  As always, it is a privilege 
to serve you in the Texas House of Representatives. 
I pledge to continue to work diligently for all the 
residents of House District 46 in the upcoming 83rd 
session which begins in January.

Sincerely,

T e X A s  H O u s e  O F  R e P R e s e N T A T I V e s

82nd Texas Legislative session

LeGIsLaTIVe RePORT

Follow me on 
Facebook as well as 
join my mailing list to 
get updates about the 
latest happenings in 
State government.

RePResenTaTIVe Dukes’ sTaFF
Introducing Team Dukes (as they joyfully referred to themselves) who conquered the Capitol during the 82nd Legislative 

Session. My wonderfully witty and sharp legislative staff and interns preferred a less traditional end-of-session photo. The rest 
of the pictures are a riot! I just love these young adults. Special thank you to the dedicated staff and interns who worked tirelessly 
on behalf of the constituents of District 46  during the long and arduous hours of the 82nd Texas Legislature. 

Left to right:  Edward Pollard, Texas Legislative Internship Program; Jennifer Berberich, University of  Texas - Austin student; 
Jessica Kemp, Legislative Director; Pam Parker, Special Project Coordinator; Pamela McPeters, Chief-of-Staff; Rep. Dawnna 
Dukes; Juan Garcia, Mexican American Legislative Caucus Internship Program; Stephanie Lebleu, University of Texas - Austin 
Social Work Program; Czara Venegas, University of Texas - San Antonio McClendon Scholar; Thais De Macedo, Texas A&M 
University Internship Program; Esteban Desantiago, University of Texas - Austin student volunteer.

Travis  County Distr ic t  46

sTATe RePReseNTATIVe

sAVe THe DATe
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historical African-American neighborhood. Food, fun rides and games for 
children, local vendors, health fair and great entertainment for the whole 
family. The 14th annual festival will be held Saturday, February 23, 2013 
from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at Huston-Tillotson University, 900 Chicon St. in 
Austin, Texas. 

f82nD LeGIsLaTuRe aPPROPRIaTeD BuDGeT

DAWNNA Dukes
Dear Friends: 

This newsletter serves as an overview of key bills that 
became law as a result of the 82nd legislative session, 
in which I was privileged to represent you. 

The 82nd Legislative Session will  be recalled in Texas 
history as one of the most difficult, contentious and 
challenging sessions ever.  It proved to be 
a nightmare.  6,124 bills were introduced 
and of these 1,320 bills passed.  A $27 
billion dollar deficit, major changes in our 
state’s political leadership structure and 
uncertainty in our economic future caused 
many in the Legislature to pursue short-
term solutions to ongoing, long-term 
problems.  All this played out against the 
contentious backdrop of constitutional 
redistricting. Though I worked against 
it, the Legislature made draconian cuts to vital 
programs, including health care services for women, 
children, the elderly and individuals with disabilities. 
For the first time in history, our schools will not be 
fully funded and higher educational opportunities will 
be more expensive and difficult to obtain. So-called 
“emergency” legislation to disenfranchise voters an 
restrict women’s reproductive rights, pandering to 
partisan interests was put ahead of  critically needed 
measures.  

Although there were a few key legislative victories for 
working Texans and families, the budget deficit and 
redistricting dominated the session. As a member of the 
Appropriations Committee, I participated in countless 
budget debates in an effort to save programs important 
to our community.  Though we had some successes in 
fighting the budget-cutting majority, Texas still falls 

short in many important areas. 

Thousands of families still have no health 
insurance or child care. Far too many 
children and adults lack basic literacy 
skills. Educational and employment 
remain out of reach for many Texans. 
Finally, Travis County was purposefully 
divided into five Congressional districts.

I want to personally thank all of you who 
contacted my office during the regular session. Your 
insight and concerns were valuable in determining how 
to vote on particular issues.  As always, it is a privilege 
to serve you in the Texas House of Representatives. 
I pledge to continue to work diligently for all the 
residents of House District 46 in the upcoming 83rd 
session which begins in January.

Sincerely,

T e X A s  H O u s e  O F  R e P R e s e N T A T I V e s

82nd Texas Legislative session

LeGIsLaTIVe RePORT

Follow me on 
Facebook as well as 
join my mailing list to 
get updates about the 
latest happenings in 
State government.

RePResenTaTIVe Dukes’ sTaFF
Introducing Team Dukes (as they joyfully referred to themselves) who conquered the Capitol during the 82nd Legislative 

Session. My wonderfully witty and sharp legislative staff and interns preferred a less traditional end-of-session photo. The rest 
of the pictures are a riot! I just love these young adults. Special thank you to the dedicated staff and interns who worked tirelessly 
on behalf of the constituents of District 46  during the long and arduous hours of the 82nd Texas Legislature. 

Left to right:  Edward Pollard, Texas Legislative Internship Program; Jennifer Berberich, University of  Texas - Austin student; 
Jessica Kemp, Legislative Director; Pam Parker, Special Project Coordinator; Pamela McPeters, Chief-of-Staff; Rep. Dawnna 
Dukes; Juan Garcia, Mexican American Legislative Caucus Internship Program; Stephanie Lebleu, University of Texas - Austin 
Social Work Program; Czara Venegas, University of Texas - San Antonio McClendon Scholar; Thais De Macedo, Texas A&M 
University Internship Program; Esteban Desantiago, University of Texas - Austin student volunteer.

Travis  County Distr ic t  46

sTATe RePReseNTATIVe

sAVe THe DATe


