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Dawnna DukeS
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If you would like periodic updates about happenings at the legislature and in the community, please contact us to be added to 
our electronic mailing list. 

Austin/Travis County Health & Human Services  ........ (512) 972-5400
Center for Child Protection  ...........................................(512) 472-1164
City of Austin  ............................................................... (512) 480-5000
City of Manor  ............................................................... (512) 272-5555
City of Pflugerville  ....................................................... (512) 251-4004
Child/Elderly Abuse Hotline  ........................................ (800) 252-5400
Child Care Information  ................................................ (512) 327-7660
Child Support Enforcement  ......................................... (800) 252-8014
Children’s Health Insurance (CHIP) ............................. (800) 647-6558
Consumer Protection  .................................................... (512) 463-2070
Crime Stoppers  ............................................................. (512) 472-8477
Disability Issues  ........................................................... (512) 463-5739
Domestic Violence/Rape Crisis Hotline  ......... (512) 267-SAFE (7233)
Employee Rights  .......................................................... (800) 832-2829
First Call for Help of United Way  .................... 211 or  (512) 973-9203
Governor’s Information & Referral .............................. (512) 463-1782
HIV/STD Information  .................................................. (800) 299-2437
Insurance Consumer Line  ............................................ (512) 463-6515

Lawyer Referral Service  .............................................. (512) 472-8303
Legal Aid Society  ......................................................... (512) 447-7707
Medicaid Fraud Division  ..............................................(512) 463-2011
Medicaid Information  .................................................. (800) 252-8263
Medicare Information  .................................................. (800) 442-2620
MHMR Crisis Hotline (24-hour)  ................................. (512) 472-4357
Nursing Home Complaints  .......................................... (800) 458-9858
Older Adults’ Information & Referral  .......................... (888) 215-1293
Older Texans’ Legal Hotline    ...................................... (512) 477-3950
Runaway Hotline  ............................................ (888) 580-HELP (4357) 
Social Security Information .......................................... (512) 916-5404
Suicide Prevention Hotline  .......................................... (800) 210-2278
Travis County Sheriff’s Dept.  ...................................... (512) 854-9770
Veteran’s Information  ................................................... (800) 827-1000
Victims’ Services, Austin Police Dept.  ........................ (512) 974-5037
Village of Webberville  ................................................. (512) 521-3984
Women’s Legal Hotline  ............................................... (512) 476-1866

HB 470- Homestead Preservation 
Districts

Rep. Dukes joint authored House Bill 470 to create a 
homestead preservation district in Austin.  It grants cities the 
tools to help increase home ownership, provide affordable 
housing, and prevent the involuntary loss of homesteads by 
existing low-income and moderate-income homeowners living 
in neighborhoods experiencing rising property values, such as 
in Central East Austin. 

HB 6- Texas State Parks
While Texas has some of the most beautiful landscapes and 

interesting wildlife in the country, our state parks and historic 
sites have languished in recent years due to under-funding.  
That is why Rep. Dukes co-authored House Bill 6 to help save 
our parks by appropriating $182 million to the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department (TPWD) and the Texas Historical 
Commission.  She was instrumental in securing the funds as 
the Chair of Budget and Oversight of the Culture, Recreation 
and Tourism Committee.

BRIeF OVeRVIew OF
CaPITOL aCTIOn 2007

• Numerous hours on the Appropriations Committee allowed Rep. Dukes to 
work on budgetary items that provided historic property tax relief which 
was extended to the elderly and disabled.

• The legislature increased spending on public education by $3.9 billion, 
leaving $2.5 billion unspent so property owners will continue to enjoy the 
tax reductions enacted in the 79th legislative session.

• The legislature assisted families in paying for the high cost of college 
education by creating the Texas Tomorrow Fund II.  

• The Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) cuts were restored to 
help alleviate the increasing costs of healthcare for our children.

• The fate of the CHIP (SCHIP) appropriations to the states now awaits 
the action of Congress, following a presidential veto of a compromise bill 
agreed upon by both the U.S. House and Senate.

DukeS BILLS aMenDInG OTHeR BILLS InCLuDe…

HB 2237- Dropout Prevention
Rep. Dukes co-authored House Bill 2237, which created the High School Completion and Success Initiative. It 

establishes a council devoted to reducing our state’s dropout rate. Texas suffers from one of the worst dropout rates 
in the nation. The 119,000 annual high school students who dropout cost the state about $3,168 per person each 
year for the duration of their lives because of increased social services costs, increased incarceration costs, and 
loss of tax revenue. In an effort to promote the importance of higher education, Rep. Dukes passed an amendment 
that creates “Education. Go Get It!” Week beginning in middle school to familiarize youth with the importance of 
higher educational opportunities and the process of applying for college and financial aid.

HB 3560- Historically underutilized Businesses
House Bill 3560 transferred the oversight of the state’s historically 

underutilized business (HUB) program from the Texas Building 
and Procurement Commission to the Comptroller’s office. Given 
the projected demographic trends for Texas, the economic future of 
the State is dependent upon how well our minority businesses are 
able to compete. The statewide HUB Program facilitates the use of 
HUBs in state procurement and provides information on the state’s 
procurement process to minority and woman-owned businesses. Rep. 
Dukes amended HB 3560 to implement safeguards so that the HUB 
rulemaking process and administration remains open and public. 
Rep. Dukes also added provisions to the law that will require local 
governmental entities to make available databases of HUB businesses.

In 1999, Rep. Dukes developed a comprehensive plan for 
improving the HUB program, including improvements to the 
electronic posting of state procurement opportunities, improving 
education and outreach and establishing a Mentor-Protégé program. 
She also introduced performance measures for state agencies in 
the appropriations process regarding their success in meeting HUB 
contracting goals, incorporating accountability measures, such as, 
subcontracting program compliance and good faith effort language 
enhancements. To find out more about the Texas HUB program you 
may visit: http://www.window.state.tx.us/procurement/prog/hub/

Rep. Dukes was presented the HUB Champions Award by the Texas 
Mexican American Chambers of Commerce for her tireless efforts in 
ensuring HB 3560 incorporated language to strengthen the state’s HUB 
program.

Austin Woman magazine stated that 
Dukes was fierce and relentless in 
her battle to protect and support her 
constitutents and Texans whose voices 
have gone unheard.

Dukes and Rep. Ruth Jones McClendon honor UT Women’s 
Basketball Coach Judy Conradt upon her retirement of 
meritorious distinction.

Dear Friend:
As a state and nation we are in the midst of difficult times. 

We face a recession with increased food, gasoline and utility 

prices; a sub-prime mortgage crisis; high unemployment; 

stagnant wages; sky rocketing healthcare costs; and 

devastating, harmful effects of global warming.  The federal 

government continues to fund a never ending Iraq war 

that is waged under false pretense. But, as our history has 

illustrated time and again, Texans in general and Americans 

as a whole, can and will weather the situation before us. 

As your state representative, I am more resolved to 

work hard to realign our great country, our great state 

and District 46 toward peace and prosperity.  I feel we 

must continue to focus on expanding economic and 

educational opportunity, building affordable housing, 

increasing  access to health care, establishing safer, stronger 

communities, creating  jobs and protecting the environment.

This newsletter serves as a general overview of the 

80th legislative session. Over 6,300 bills were filed last 

legislative session.  The Legislature enacted 1,374 of 

the new laws, many of which took effect September 1, 

2007.  These laws have a direct impact on our daily lives 

in the years to come.  It is my sincerest hope that this 

newsletter will provide a brief, yet informative overview 

of key pieces of legislation that became law in 2007.  

One of the highlights of the session for me was 

helping to restore $89 million to the Children’s Health 

Insurance Program (CHIP) and reducing the barriers 

to enrollment which has increased enrollment in the 

program to levels prior to the 2003 budget cuts to health 

and human services programs.  Another accomplishment 

was providing a long overdue benefit for retired teachers 

and school personnel that will provide a 13th check to be 

sent to eligible retirees.  In addition, I was able to pass 

meaningful teen dating violence prevention legislation 

and create film incentives in Texas which will not only 

benefit the state, but the central Texas region, in competing 

in the film and music industries and in job creation.  

I hope you will review the information in this 

newsletter and share your thoughts with me about issues 

important to you. Serving you in the Texas House of 

Representatives is truly an honor and privilege, and I 

look forward to further success as we work together 

for Texas’ future. God Bless Texas and America!

Sincerely,

2008 REPORT FROM REPRESENTATIVE DUKES



HB 121- Teen Dating Violence
In 2003, the Austin community was shocked when 

a young woman named Ortralla Mosley was violently 
killed by her former boyfriend at Reagan High School. 
With the help of Ortralla’s mother, Carolyn Mosley, Rep. 
Dukes passed House Bill 121, requiring school districts to 
address safety planning, enforcement of protective orders, 
counseling, and awareness education regarding dating 
violence. It also provides an opportunity to educate teachers 
and administrators on how to best assist vulnerable students 
when the issue arises. With awareness education, teens will 
have the tools to recognize potentially threatening behavior 
in their own relationships or with that of their peers.

HB 3900- College Tuition Grant Program
Rep. Dukes co-authored House Bill 3900, establishing the 

Texas Tomorrow Fund II. This program creates new savings 
options to help families pay for higher education beginning 
in September 2008. Under this plan, families will be able to 
lock in today’s rates for tuition and required fees for their 
children’s future higher education needs, giving them more 
certainty about the cost of a college education. For more 
information on the Texas Tomorrow Fund II and other college 
savings opportunities, visit: http://www.texastomorrowfunds.
org/

HB 109- Children’s Health  
Insurance Program

As a joint author of House Bill 109, Rep. Dukes 
was successful in changing eligibility requirements and 
reducing barriers in the Children’s Health Insurance 
Program (CHIP) to expand coverage to Texas children.  
Due to Rep. Dukes’ efforts, enrollment in the low-cost 
insurance program has increased by 109,000, from 300,262 
to 409,176.  If the trend holds up, the reforms from HB 
109 could end up expanding CHIP enrollment by about 
200,000 children. It would also return CHIP enrollment to 
levels last seen prior to budget cutting measures in 2003.

Rep. Dukes was successful in defeating two amendments 
that would have inhibited certain children from accessing 
CHIP benefits; including the elimination of 17,000 legal 
permanent resident immigrant children from CHIP and 
the elimination of the CHIP Perinatal program, which 
would have ultimately removed 70,000 children per 
month from the Children’s Health Insurance Program. The 
Perinatal Program provides pre-natal care for the unborn 
children of low-income women and to the child once 
born for the duration of the 12-month coverage period.

About 1.5 million children in Texas lack health insurance, 
with about half of those children eligible to enter Medicaid 
or CHIP. With the cost of private health insurance continuing 
to increase, more families making just above twice the 
level of poverty can’t afford to buy health coverage. Next 
legislative session,  Rep. Dukes will work to increase 
income limits on the Children’s Health Insurance Program 
to $63,600 for a family of four. The higher income families 
would share a larger portion of the cost as is done currently 
with families up to 200% of the federal poverty level.

SB 814- Lead Investigations for Children  
(HB 370 by Dukes)

As the House sponsor of Senate Bill 814, Rep. Dukes 
provided the Department of State Health Services the 
authority to ensure that children are protected from lead in 
their homes, schools, and day care facilities. It requires the 
Department of State Health Services (DSHS) to conduct 
environmental investigations when the results of childhood 
testing reveal elevated blood levels of lead. The American 
Academy of Pediatrics estimates that one in four children live 
in housing with deteriorated lead paint, part of a toxic legacy 
from generations past when less was known about the dangers 
of such substances.  The effects of elevated levels of lead 
can range from kidney disease to neurological disease.  Joel 
Schwartz of the Harvard School of Public Health calculated 
that average IQ levels nationwide have risen four to five 
points as a result of lower lead levels in the environment. 

HB 2042- Healthcare Provider  
electronic Database
Rep. Dukes passed House Bill 2042, which establishes a 
web-accessible and searchable database for Texans to locate 
physicians,  hospitals and other health care providers in the 
state’s medical benefits programs.  The database includes 
specific information such as whether providers are accepting 
new Medicaid clients, any constraints on the scope of their 
practice, practice location, 
demographic and contact in-
formation. 

This database will help 
Texans locate a provider, es-
pecially since there is a con-
tinuing decline in the number 
of Texas providers who are 
accepting new Medicaid pa-
tients. The number of provid-
ers accepting new patients is 
down to 38% overall from 
67% in 2000, making it dif-
ficult for patients to find doc-
tors and for providers to find 
referrals to specialists. The 
database will also assist legis-
lators in ensuring there are ad-
equate networks of physicians in specific areas of the state and 
as a whole. You may access the database at: http://www.tmhp.
com/OPL/providerManager/AdvSearch.aspx?Mode=Adv

HB 321- Regional electronic eligibility 
enrollment System

Through the passage of House Bill 321, Rep. Dukes creat-
ed a pilot program for a regional indigent care network to di-
rectly import client data electronically when they present for 
services to determine eligibility for state health and human 
services programs, such as, Medicaid, Children’s Health In-
surance Program, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 

(TANF), and food stamp pro-
gram. As a result, the Indigent 
Care Collaboration (ICC) of 
Travis, Hays and Williamson 
counties was chosen as the pi-
lot project. The ICC is an al-
liance of healthcare safety net 
providers that work together 
to increase access, improve 
quality and impact financing 
solutions to provide care to 
the region’s medically indi-
gent. Central Texans will now 
have more efficient and time-
ly access to state assistance 
programs through this pilot 
program. HB 321 moves the 

State of Texas forward to function as a statewide eligibility 
system that can interface with the regional provider networks 
that serve indigent clients.

SB 811- Influenza Vaccination Supply 
(HB 532 by Dukes)

Rep. Dukes sponsored and successfully passed Senate Bill 
811, which requires the Texas Department of State Health Ser-
vices to maximize its ability to obtain influenza vaccine by 
purchasing and providing all available vaccine formulations, 
including the new nasal-inhaled influenza vaccine preferred by 
many parents and providers. The influenza vaccine production 
and supply line is particularly fragile as it must be re-formulat-
ed and a new vaccine produced each year; in fact, there have 
been frequent interruptions in the influenza vaccine supply over 
the past several years that have threatened the availability of 
the vaccine.  SB 811 avoids or minimizes the effects of short-
ages in particular vaccine formulations, including any shortage 
caused by problems with one particular manufacturer.

HB 14- Cancer Prevention and Research
House Bill 14 co-authored by Rep. Dukes, establishes the 

Cancer Prevention and Research Institute of Texas which 
may issue grants to create and expedite innovation in the 
area of cancer research and prevention. The bill authorizes 
the institute to make grants up to $300 million per fiscal year 
to institutions of learning and to advanced medical research 
facilities for the purpose of medical research in the prevention 
and cure of cancer. Grants may also be provided to expand 
research capabilities of institutions of higher education and 
other public or private entities that will promote an increase in 
cancer research and in the creation of high-quality new jobs.     
HB 14 will enhance the potential for a medical or scientific 
breakthrough in the prevention of cancer and cures for cancer.
As a member of the Appropriations committee, Rep. Dukes was 
successful in defeating a measure to restrict funding for stem 
cell research, greatly hampering expanded cancer research and 
hope for a cure.

HB 662- Building Healthy Families
Currently, the State of Texas incurs $2.3 billion in expenses 

per year on the aftermath of child abuse; including health care 
costs, Child Protective Services costs, and costs of juvenile 
delinquency.  Preventing child abuse and neglect and investing 
in early prevention tactics to tackle the problem before it 
becomes exacerbated and Texas children and families suffer has 
been a priority of Rep. Dukes.  In the Appropriations process, 
she has been successful in increasing the budget to $50 million 
per year for child abuse and neglect prevention and intervention 
programs.

Rep. Dukes has also created the Interagency Coordinating 
Council for Building Healthy Families, comprised of eleven 
state agencies whose programs and services promote and foster 
healthy families.  In Rep. Dukes’ mission to shift the practice of 
sending dollars into a remedial system and instead invest at the 
front end of children’s lives, she successfully passed House Bill 
662 requiring the Council to develop a statewide, long-range 
strategic plan for child abuse and neglect prevention services.  
HB 662 also included language to safeguard the child abuse and 
neglect prevention trust fund account for the services for which 
it was created.

Dukes Bills enrolleD anD sent to the Governor
SB 1470- Violence against women act  
(HB 3021 by Dukes)

Rep. Dukes sponsored SB 1470 to ensure that the State of 
Texas is certified and meets the necessary judicial notification 
requirements pursuant to the Violence Against Women Act 
(VAWA). Rep. Dukes championed this bill to advocate for 
additional protection to women who have been physically 
abused by their intimate partner.  One key provision of this 
bill is that it provides grants to help state and local cooperation 
of advocates, public health departments, and healthcare 
providers to create a more efficient health care response to 
domestic violence and sexual assault.

HB 550- Domestic Violence
Each year, approximately 1.5 million women are physically 

or sexually assaulted by an intimate partner in the U.S. 
and more than half of them have had severe complications 
with their jobs as a result of these assaults. To address this 
issue, Rep. Dukes authored House Bill 550 which authorizes 
victims of domestic violence to qualify for unemployment 
compensation. HB 550 allows victims of abuse to have an 
independent source of income if they have lost their job or 
must relocate to escape their abuser.

HB 1318- austin Police
HB 1318, authored by Rep. Dukes, strengthens the Austin 

Police Retirement System by clarifying and making minor 
changes to the system.  The bill increases the death benefit 
for police officers’ families and also allows members of the 
system more flexibility in designating a beneficiary.  More 
importantly, this bill protects the retirement system of the 
individuals who serve and protect our community.

HB 1634- Film Incentives
Rep. Dukes authored groundbreaking legislation that enables 

the state to offer incentives for film projects completed in Texas. 
Texas has lost more than $700 million in production budgets 
and 4,500 jobs to other states that have implemented the types 
of incentives that House Bill 1634 will allow. House Bill 1634 
solidifies our support of the state’s moving image production 
industry, which now employs more than 18,000 Texans.  It will 
entice producers to locate more projects in Texas and make sure 
that our filmmakers and crews always have employment.

SB 1523- Sports event Trust Fund
To bolster our local economy, Rep. Dukes sponsored Senate 

Bill 1523, which allows Travis County and the City of Austin 
to utilize the state’s Sports Event Trust Fund to promote and 
bring major sporting and athletic events to the area.  This 
fund presents an enticing offer to sports associations to host 
sporting events in Central Texas and it will also benefit roads, 
education and health care.

SafePlace board members present Dukes with an award 
in recognition of her passage of Teen Dating Violence 
Legislation, HB 121.

Dukes along with Reps. Darby, S. King, Sen. Van de Putte 
and Rep. Patrick Rose rally a group of doctors and medical 
students in favor of HB 109 - CHIP legislation.

Dukes, Travis County Commissioner Ron Davis, and Mayor 
Hector Gonzales along with Environmental and Community 
activists protest a City of Austin planned landfill in District 46
near Webberville, Texas.

During late night House floor debate, Dukes discussing a 
legislative floor amendment with Rep. Fred Hill.

As a former Girl Scout, Rep. Dukes participates in the Junior 
Girl Scout Induction Ceremony for Troop 776.

State employees Pay Raises -   $500 million

Law enforcement Parity and Raises - 5%-10%

Children’s Health Insurance Program - $89.5 million\State 

Cemetery Cenotaph -    $20,000

(honors 19th Century African American Legislators)

System Benefit Fund -   $200 million

(10% electricity rate discount for low income Texans)

State Park Preservation -   $182 million

Texas Film Incentives -   $20 million

Medicaid Frew Lawsuit -   $1.8 billion

25% increase in physician reimbursement- $203 million 

Targeted rate increases for physician subspecialists- $50 million

50% increase in dental reimbursement rates- $258.7 million

Strategic medical and dental initiatives- $150 million

Outreach, family and physician education, transportation 

initiatives, and toll-free hotline- $45 million

Crisis Mental Health Services   $82 million

Medicaid Reform   $1.5 billion

CPS Reform Package    $450 million

Child abuse & neglect Prevention  $100 million

other Dukes actions in appropriations committee

 
elimination of the problematic $899 million accenture outsourced 

contract for eligibility and enrollment of the state’s healthcare 

programs;

Prevented privatization of the state’s foster homes and oversight of 

the foster care program (saved Tax payers $18 million);

Prevented fund diversion from women’s health care;

Defeated restrictions on stem cell research; and

Defeated elimination of the infant Pre-natal program.

Dukes introduces “Go Red for Women” resolution for 
prevention of heart attack and strokes with female legislative 
co-sponsors in background.

Dukes measures in

appropriations Bill (hB1)
approveD By the leGislature


