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If you have an issue our office can help resolve, or if you would like 
Representative Guerra to  speak to your group or organization about 
legislative matters, contact our district office at (956) 292-0407.

Governor Perry came to the campuses of UT Pan American and UT Brownsville in late July for signing 
ceremonies, celebrating the passage of Senate Bill 24. The ambitious initiative calls for the creation of 
South Texas’ first medical school and consolidates the two undergraduate campuses into one institution 
that will span the entire Rio Grande Valley and have access to the state’s Permanent University Fund.

“There’s an old saying in Spanish,” noted State Representative Bobby Guerra. “No pedimos regalos, sólo 
pónganos donde hay oportunidades. We’re not asking for handouts, just put us where the opportunities are.  
And this legislation does just that.”

Dr. Robert Nelson, President of UT Pan American, defined the meaning of this moment, stating, “we are 
embarking on a dream.”  The medical school alone means ensuring the Valley meets the growing need for 
doctors and health care providers for a growing population, while providing critical access and care to the 
uninsured. The goal is for the university – with a focus on biliteracy, bilingualism and biculturalism – to 
build a world-class reputation and pursue global excellence in teaching, research and healthcare.

The new university is projected to enroll 28,000 students, employ 7,000 people and generate $11 million in 
research expenditures.

“I commend Senators Hinojosa, Lucio and Zaffirini for 
their leadership with the Valley delegation in passing this 
Senate Bill,” said Representative Guerra. “Chairman Rene 
Oliveira, Vice-Chair Armando Martinez and the entire 
Valley delegation worked tirelessly to garner the support 
needed in the House to pass this bill, enabling a decade-long 
dream to become reality.”

As a sign of the historic importance of this endeavor, 
Governor Perry was joined at the signing ceremonies 
by The University of Texas System Board of Regents 
Chairman Gene Powell, Chancellor Francisco Cigarroa, 
several key Texas legislators and more than a thousand 
students, parents, educators and community leaders from 
across South Texas.

iNsiDe:
• Voters face choices on future of 

water, roads and health care
• State budget restores nearly $4 

billion to public schools
• Legislation helps Valley  

hospitals recoup millions for 
uncompensated care

eleCtioN Day: November 5, 2013    early votiNg: oCtober 21 - November 1, 2013

NUmBER BAllOT lANGUAGE

Proposition 1

 YES 
 NO

H.J.R. 62
The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to provide for an 
exemption from ad valorem taxation of all or part of the market value of the 
residence homestead of the surviving spouse of a member of the armed services of 
the United States who is killed in action.

Proposition 2

 YES 
 NO

H.J.R. 79
The constitutional amendment eliminating an obsolete requirement for a State 
Medical Education Board and a State Medical Education Fund, neither of which is 
operational.

Proposition 3

 YES 
 NO

H.J.R. 133
The constitutional amendment to authorize a political subdivision of this state to 
extend the number of days that aircraft parts that are exempt from ad valorem 
taxation due to their location in this state for a temporary period may be located in 
this state for purposes of qualifying for the tax exemption.

Proposition 4

 YES 
 NO

H.J.R. 24
The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to provide for an exemption 
from ad valorem taxation of part of the market value of the residence homestead 
of a partially disabled veteran or the surviving spouse of a partially disabled veteran 
if the residence homestead was donated to the disabled veteran by a charitable 
organization.

Proposition 5

 YES 
 NO

S.J.R. 18
The constitutional amendment to authorize the making of a reverse mortgage loan 
for the purchase of homestead property and to amend lender disclosures and 
other requirements in connection with a reverse mortgage loan.

Proposition 6

 YES 
 NO

S.J.R. 1
The constitutional amendment providing for the creation of the State Water 
Implementation Fund for Texas and the State Water Implementation Revenue Fund for 
Texas to assist in the financing of priority projects in the state water plan to ensure the 
availability of adequate water resources.

Proposition 7

 YES 
 NO

H.J.R. 87
The constitutional amendment authorizing a home-rule municipality to provide in its 
charter the procedure to fill a vacancy on its governing body for which the unexpired 
term is 12 months or less.

Proposition 8

 YES 
 NO

H.J.R. 147 and S.J.R. 54
The constitutional amendment repealing Section 7, Article IX, Texas Constitution, 
which relates to the creation of a hospital district in Hidalgo County.

Proposition 9

 YES 
 NO

S.J.R. 42
The constitutional amendment relating to expanding the types of sanctions that 
may be assessed against a judge or justice following a formal proceeding instituted 
by the State Commission on Judicial Conduct.

PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAl AmENDmENTS

please Cut out & take with you to vote 

State law allows you to take this information into the polls. 
Please feel free to cut out this practice ballot and take it with you to vote. 

More detailed arguments for and against the constitutional amendments on the November 5, 2013 ballot are available  
online at www.hro.house.state.tx.us, view the report entitled, Constitutional Amendments Proposed for 2013 Ballot.

Representative Bobby Guerra joins the Valley legislative delegation 
and UT leaders as Governor Perry holds a ceremonial signing enacting 
Senate Bill 24 into law.

HElPFUl NUmBERS

Child/Elderly Abuse Hotline  ............................... 800-252-5400

Child Care Locator  ..............................................800-862-5252

Child Support Enforcement  ................................800-252-8014

Children’s Health Insurance (CHIP) ................... 800-647-6558

Consumer Protection  ........................................... 512-463-2070

Crime Stoppers  ..................................................... 512-472-8477

Domestic Violence/Rape Crisis Hotline ..............512-267-SAFE

Equal Employee Rights  ....................................... 800-832-2829

Texas Information & Referral ..................................................211

Governor’s Information & Referral  ......................512-463-1782

HIV/STD Information  .............................................800-299-2437

Insurance Consumer Line .................................... 512-463-6515

Medicaid Information .......................................  800-252-8263

Medicare Information ......................................... 800-633-4227

Nursing Home Complaints .................................. 800-458-9858

Runaway Hotline ..................................................888-580-HELP

Social Security Information ...................................800-772-1213

Suicide Prevention Hotline ................................... 512-472-4357

Tenants’ Council .....................................................512-474-7006

Texas Youth Hotline ...............................................800-210-2278

Veterans’ Information ...........................................800-827-1000

Victims’ Services, Austin Police Department.....512-974-5037

LITE-UP Texas Program ......................................... 866-454-8387



* * * * *

Public Education

Despite the increase in funding for public schools this past legislative session, an analysis conducted by the 
Center for Public Policy Priorities shows that the combination of continued student population growth and 
the 2011 budget cuts means we’re still spending $611 less per student than we were pre-recession.  There is 
still more work to be done.

State Priorities Reflected in Budget
Highlights of the State Budget, passed by the House on April 4th, 2013 include:

• $3.9 billion restored to public schools
• $265 million increase for mental health 

programs
• Fully funding projected caseloads 

for Medicaid, CHIP and foster care 
programs

• Increase in the State’s contribution rate 
for retired teachers’ pensions

• $11.5 million additional funds for 
Communities in Schools, total funding is 
now $40.7 million

• $175 million increase for financial aid 
programs, including $145 million increase 
for Texas Grants, providing financial 
assistance to our highest performing 
students in need

PlANNING FOR TEXAS’ POPUlATION & ECONOmIC GROWTH REPRESENTATIVE GUERRA’S lEGISlATION83RD lEGISlATIVE ACCOmPlISHmENTS

Notes:
1. Excludes Interagency Contracts
2. Biennial change and percentage change are  

calculated on actual amounts before rounding. 
Therefore, figure totals may not sum due to rounding.

Figures provided by Legislative Budget Board

  TOTAl   
$196.951 Billion

Business and  
Economic Development  
$25.007 billion (12.7%)

Public Safety and  
Criminal Justice  
$11.586 billion (5.9%)

The Judiciary  
$727.9 million (0.4%)

General Government  
$4.763 billion (2.4%)

Regulatory  
$784.9 million (0.4%)

Natural Resources  
$4.744 billion (2.4%)

General Provisions  
$952.1 million (0.5%)

The legislature  
$358.3 million (0.2%)

Representative Guerra Leads Effort to Reimburse Millions to Local Hospitals

A 50-Year Water Plan: Overcoming Droughts and Keeping Up with Growth
Facing the cross pressures of a growing population 
and an extended drought, legislators passed House 
Bill 4, authored by Chairman Allan Ritter, to secure 
the state’s water needs for the next 50 years.  House 
Bill 4 creates the State Water Implementation Fund 
for Texas, a water infrastructure plan that contains 
over 500 strategies that, if fully implemented, will 
develop 9 million acre-feet of new water over the 
next 50 years.  

According to current projections, the state could 
face a water shortage of nearly 3 trillion gallons of 
water per year by the year 2060.

Voters must ratify the $2 billion proposal designed to 
ensure we have enough affordable water available 
to secure public health and to further economic 
development, while protecting the agricultural and 
natural resources of the entire state.  

On a range of issues, from the medical school to Texas Grants, the Valley 
delegation accomplished more through a united regional approach.

* * * * *

Road Funding Escapes Legislative Gridlock 
Policy makers know it, truck drivers know it, and so 
do parents stuck in traffic: Texas is years behind in 
keeping up with roads. 

To help close the gap, the Legislature passed, in 
the third called Special Session, House Bill 1 and SJR 
1, which increases transportation funding by $1.2 
billion annually if voters approve the measure in 2014.  
SJR 1 would take 50 percent of the state’s oil and 
gas severance taxes that normally are deposited 
in the state Economic Stabilization (“Rainy Day”) 
Fund and instead put that revenue into the state 
highway fund. This plan would enable us to relieve 
congestion on Texas roadways, while providing 

more resources for building and maintaining a 
transportation system. 

State Transportation Department leaders warn, 
however, that the increased spending would still 
fall short of the $15 billion a year needed for road 
construction and maintenance of 80,000 miles of 
state and interstate highways.  

Texas spent $427 per person in fiscal year 2011 
on highways, behind the U.S. average of $490, 
according to the most recent available data from 
the Tax Policy Center in Washington.

Border Agricultural Inspection Training Program 
House Bill 3761 will allow the Texas Department of 
Agriculture to explore the possibility of supplement-
ing Federal Custom and Border Protection officers 
with agricultural inspections at ports of entry on the 

border. This will significantly shorten wait times wait 
times for a product whose shelf life demands that 
every hour count.

AARP members from the Rio Grande Valley visit with State Representative Bobby Guerra

* * * * *

Small Business Advisory Panel 
House Bill 3714 establishes a task force of qualified 
individuals to review difficulties encountered by 
small businesses with the regulatory system and to 
ensure information for small businesses is provided 
in plain language to the public. 

The advisory panel will report policy recommenda-
tions to the legislature and also advise the Gover-
nor on small business promotional opportunities; 
recommend improvements in state-funded pro-
grams; identify state laws, programs and policies 
that may need change; and work on special proj-
ects assigned by the Governor. 

* * * * *

Provider Protection Plan
Senate Bill 1150, the companion to HB 3712, offers 
protections to reduce administrative burdens on 
managed care providers. These protections include 
the prompt and accurate payment of claims; ability 
to electronically submit claims, corrected claims, 
prior authorizations, appeals, and supporting 
documentation; and prompt credentialing and 
contracting of providers. These protections will be 
added to contracts with health plans by September 

1, 2014, and a workgroup will be created to address 
those protections. 350,000 Medicaid recipients 
throughout Texas, and especially in the Rio Grande 
Valley, are enrolled in Medicaid Managed Care 
programs.  This bill addresses this shift, which affects 
the operations of hundreds of physicians, numerous 
hospitals and other health care providers responsible 
for providing care to Medicaid recipients.

* * * * *

HJR 147 – Proposing Constitutional Amendment
Voters will be asked to approve a constitutional 
amendment on November 5, 2013 that would 
repeal the constitutional provision that currently 
sets a 10-cent cap for a Hospital District created in 
Hidalgo County. This policy change will ensure that 
if a hospital district was created in Hidalgo County, 
it will be done in a manner equal to every other 
hospital district in Texas. 

• Hidalgo County is the largest county in Texas, 
and one of the largest urban counties in the 
nation without an operating Hospital District.  

• House rules prohibit me from taking a 
position on the constitutional amendments 
in this newsletter. If you would like additional 
information about this amendment, please 
call me in my district office at (956) 292-0407.
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Border counties in Texas have some of the highest 
rates of uninsured in the state and the nation. HB 
3710 (SB 1623), authored by Rep. Guerra, allows 
the counties of Hidalgo, Cameron, and Webb to 
draw down their share of federal dollars to fund 
initiatives that help improve quality and access to 
health care. 

In Hidalgo County almost 40% of residents are 
uninsured, compared to 24% in Texas. Because 
no hospital districts exists in these counties, they 
were faced with leaving $541 million on the table 
in funding available through the 1115 Waiver, 
a special 5-year funding program granted to 
the State by the U.S. Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services.

CONSTITUENT VISITS

Health and  
Human Services

$73.905 billion 
(37.5%)

Agencies  
of Education
$74.123 billion 

(37.6%)
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* * * * *

Public Education

Despite the increase in funding for public schools this past legislative session, an analysis conducted by the 
Center for Public Policy Priorities shows that the combination of continued student population growth and 
the 2011 budget cuts means we’re still spending $611 less per student than we were pre-recession.  There is 
still more work to be done.

State Priorities Reflected in Budget
Highlights of the State Budget, passed by the House on April 4th, 2013 include:

• $3.9 billion restored to public schools
• $265 million increase for mental health 

programs
• Fully funding projected caseloads 

for Medicaid, CHIP and foster care 
programs

• Increase in the State’s contribution rate 
for retired teachers’ pensions

• $11.5 million additional funds for 
Communities in Schools, total funding is 
now $40.7 million

• $175 million increase for financial aid 
programs, including $145 million increase 
for Texas Grants, providing financial 
assistance to our highest performing 
students in need
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Notes:
1. Excludes Interagency Contracts
2. Biennial change and percentage change are  

calculated on actual amounts before rounding. 
Therefore, figure totals may not sum due to rounding.

Figures provided by Legislative Budget Board

  TOTAl   
$196.951 Billion

Business and  
Economic Development  
$25.007 billion (12.7%)

Public Safety and  
Criminal Justice  
$11.586 billion (5.9%)

The Judiciary  
$727.9 million (0.4%)

General Government  
$4.763 billion (2.4%)

Regulatory  
$784.9 million (0.4%)

Natural Resources  
$4.744 billion (2.4%)

General Provisions  
$952.1 million (0.5%)

The legislature  
$358.3 million (0.2%)

Representative Guerra Leads Effort to Reimburse Millions to Local Hospitals

A 50-Year Water Plan: Overcoming Droughts and Keeping Up with Growth
Facing the cross pressures of a growing population 
and an extended drought, legislators passed House 
Bill 4, authored by Chairman Allan Ritter, to secure 
the state’s water needs for the next 50 years.  House 
Bill 4 creates the State Water Implementation Fund 
for Texas, a water infrastructure plan that contains 
over 500 strategies that, if fully implemented, will 
develop 9 million acre-feet of new water over the 
next 50 years.  

According to current projections, the state could 
face a water shortage of nearly 3 trillion gallons of 
water per year by the year 2060.

Voters must ratify the $2 billion proposal designed to 
ensure we have enough affordable water available 
to secure public health and to further economic 
development, while protecting the agricultural and 
natural resources of the entire state.  

On a range of issues, from the medical school to Texas Grants, the Valley 
delegation accomplished more through a united regional approach.

* * * * *

Road Funding Escapes Legislative Gridlock 
Policy makers know it, truck drivers know it, and so 
do parents stuck in traffic: Texas is years behind in 
keeping up with roads. 

To help close the gap, the Legislature passed, in 
the third called Special Session, House Bill 1 and SJR 
1, which increases transportation funding by $1.2 
billion annually if voters approve the measure in 2014.  
SJR 1 would take 50 percent of the state’s oil and 
gas severance taxes that normally are deposited 
in the state Economic Stabilization (“Rainy Day”) 
Fund and instead put that revenue into the state 
highway fund. This plan would enable us to relieve 
congestion on Texas roadways, while providing 

more resources for building and maintaining a 
transportation system. 

State Transportation Department leaders warn, 
however, that the increased spending would still 
fall short of the $15 billion a year needed for road 
construction and maintenance of 80,000 miles of 
state and interstate highways.  

Texas spent $427 per person in fiscal year 2011 
on highways, behind the U.S. average of $490, 
according to the most recent available data from 
the Tax Policy Center in Washington.

Border Agricultural Inspection Training Program 
House Bill 3761 will allow the Texas Department of 
Agriculture to explore the possibility of supplement-
ing Federal Custom and Border Protection officers 
with agricultural inspections at ports of entry on the 

border. This will significantly shorten wait times wait 
times for a product whose shelf life demands that 
every hour count.

AARP members from the Rio Grande Valley visit with State Representative Bobby Guerra

* * * * *

Small Business Advisory Panel 
House Bill 3714 establishes a task force of qualified 
individuals to review difficulties encountered by 
small businesses with the regulatory system and to 
ensure information for small businesses is provided 
in plain language to the public. 

The advisory panel will report policy recommenda-
tions to the legislature and also advise the Gover-
nor on small business promotional opportunities; 
recommend improvements in state-funded pro-
grams; identify state laws, programs and policies 
that may need change; and work on special proj-
ects assigned by the Governor. 

* * * * *

Provider Protection Plan
Senate Bill 1150, the companion to HB 3712, offers 
protections to reduce administrative burdens on 
managed care providers. These protections include 
the prompt and accurate payment of claims; ability 
to electronically submit claims, corrected claims, 
prior authorizations, appeals, and supporting 
documentation; and prompt credentialing and 
contracting of providers. These protections will be 
added to contracts with health plans by September 

1, 2014, and a workgroup will be created to address 
those protections. 350,000 Medicaid recipients 
throughout Texas, and especially in the Rio Grande 
Valley, are enrolled in Medicaid Managed Care 
programs.  This bill addresses this shift, which affects 
the operations of hundreds of physicians, numerous 
hospitals and other health care providers responsible 
for providing care to Medicaid recipients.

* * * * *

HJR 147 – Proposing Constitutional Amendment
Voters will be asked to approve a constitutional 
amendment on November 5, 2013 that would 
repeal the constitutional provision that currently 
sets a 10-cent cap for a Hospital District created in 
Hidalgo County. This policy change will ensure that 
if a hospital district was created in Hidalgo County, 
it will be done in a manner equal to every other 
hospital district in Texas. 

• Hidalgo County is the largest county in Texas, 
and one of the largest urban counties in the 
nation without an operating Hospital District.  

• House rules prohibit me from taking a 
position on the constitutional amendments 
in this newsletter. If you would like additional 
information about this amendment, please 
call me in my district office at (956) 292-0407.
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Border counties in Texas have some of the highest 
rates of uninsured in the state and the nation. HB 
3710 (SB 1623), authored by Rep. Guerra, allows 
the counties of Hidalgo, Cameron, and Webb to 
draw down their share of federal dollars to fund 
initiatives that help improve quality and access to 
health care. 

In Hidalgo County almost 40% of residents are 
uninsured, compared to 24% in Texas. Because 
no hospital districts exists in these counties, they 
were faced with leaving $541 million on the table 
in funding available through the 1115 Waiver, 
a special 5-year funding program granted to 
the State by the U.S. Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services.

CONSTITUENT VISITS

Health and  
Human Services

$73.905 billion 
(37.5%)

Agencies  
of Education
$74.123 billion 

(37.6%)
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Governor Perry came to the campuses of UT Pan American and UT Brownsville in late July for signing 
ceremonies, celebrating the passage of Senate Bill 24. The ambitious initiative calls for the creation of 
South Texas’ first medical school and consolidates the two undergraduate campuses into one institution 
that will span the entire Rio Grande Valley and have access to the state’s Permanent University Fund.

“There’s an old saying in Spanish,” noted State Representative Bobby Guerra. “No pedimos regalos, sólo 
pónganos donde hay oportunidades. We’re not asking for handouts, just put us where the opportunities are.  
And this legislation does just that.”

Dr. Robert Nelson, President of UT Pan American, defined the meaning of this moment, stating, “we are 
embarking on a dream.”  The medical school alone means ensuring the Valley meets the growing need for 
doctors and health care providers for a growing population, while providing critical access and care to the 
uninsured. The goal is for the university – with a focus on biliteracy, bilingualism and biculturalism – to 
build a world-class reputation and pursue global excellence in teaching, research and healthcare.

The new university is projected to enroll 28,000 students, employ 7,000 people and generate $11 million in 
research expenditures.

“I commend Senators Hinojosa, Lucio and Zaffirini for 
their leadership with the Valley delegation in passing this 
Senate Bill,” said Representative Guerra. “Chairman Rene 
Oliveira, Vice-Chair Armando Martinez and the entire 
Valley delegation worked tirelessly to garner the support 
needed in the House to pass this bill, enabling a decade-long 
dream to become reality.”

As a sign of the historic importance of this endeavor, 
Governor Perry was joined at the signing ceremonies 
by The University of Texas System Board of Regents 
Chairman Gene Powell, Chancellor Francisco Cigarroa, 
several key Texas legislators and more than a thousand 
students, parents, educators and community leaders from 
across South Texas.

iNsiDe:
• Voters face choices on future of 

water, roads and health care
• State budget restores nearly $4 

billion to public schools
• Legislation helps Valley  

hospitals recoup millions for 
uncompensated care

eleCtioN Day: November 5, 2013    early votiNg: oCtober 21 - November 1, 2013

NUmBER BAllOT lANGUAGE

Proposition 1

 YES 
 NO

H.J.R. 62
The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to provide for an 
exemption from ad valorem taxation of all or part of the market value of the 
residence homestead of the surviving spouse of a member of the armed services of 
the United States who is killed in action.

Proposition 2

 YES 
 NO

H.J.R. 79
The constitutional amendment eliminating an obsolete requirement for a State 
Medical Education Board and a State Medical Education Fund, neither of which is 
operational.

Proposition 3

 YES 
 NO

H.J.R. 133
The constitutional amendment to authorize a political subdivision of this state to 
extend the number of days that aircraft parts that are exempt from ad valorem 
taxation due to their location in this state for a temporary period may be located in 
this state for purposes of qualifying for the tax exemption.

Proposition 4

 YES 
 NO

H.J.R. 24
The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to provide for an exemption 
from ad valorem taxation of part of the market value of the residence homestead 
of a partially disabled veteran or the surviving spouse of a partially disabled veteran 
if the residence homestead was donated to the disabled veteran by a charitable 
organization.

Proposition 5

 YES 
 NO

S.J.R. 18
The constitutional amendment to authorize the making of a reverse mortgage loan 
for the purchase of homestead property and to amend lender disclosures and 
other requirements in connection with a reverse mortgage loan.

Proposition 6

 YES 
 NO

S.J.R. 1
The constitutional amendment providing for the creation of the State Water 
Implementation Fund for Texas and the State Water Implementation Revenue Fund for 
Texas to assist in the financing of priority projects in the state water plan to ensure the 
availability of adequate water resources.

Proposition 7

 YES 
 NO

H.J.R. 87
The constitutional amendment authorizing a home-rule municipality to provide in its 
charter the procedure to fill a vacancy on its governing body for which the unexpired 
term is 12 months or less.

Proposition 8

 YES 
 NO

H.J.R. 147 and S.J.R. 54
The constitutional amendment repealing Section 7, Article IX, Texas Constitution, 
which relates to the creation of a hospital district in Hidalgo County.

Proposition 9

 YES 
 NO

S.J.R. 42
The constitutional amendment relating to expanding the types of sanctions that 
may be assessed against a judge or justice following a formal proceeding instituted 
by the State Commission on Judicial Conduct.

PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAl AmENDmENTS

please Cut out & take with you to vote 

State law allows you to take this information into the polls. 
Please feel free to cut out this practice ballot and take it with you to vote. 

More detailed arguments for and against the constitutional amendments on the November 5, 2013 ballot are available  
online at www.hro.house.state.tx.us, view the report entitled, Constitutional Amendments Proposed for 2013 Ballot.

Representative Bobby Guerra joins the Valley legislative delegation 
and UT leaders as Governor Perry holds a ceremonial signing enacting 
Senate Bill 24 into law.
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