HIGHLIGHTS OF REP. DUTTON’S LEGISLATION

NEIGHBORHOOD
PROTECTION AND PUBLIC
SAFETY

HB 438: Added the justice courts
to list of venues that could grant
an occupational driver’s license.
Result: Signed by the Governor.

HB 2050: Created the Texas Task
Force on Gun Violence which was

empowered to study the causes
and effects of gun violence and
recommend programs to the Leg-
islature designed to prevent gun violence. Result:
Left pending in Committee.

CRIMINAL LAW

HB 184: Made possession of one ounce or less of
marihuana a Class C misdemeanor rather than a
Class B misdemeanor. Also a defendant would be
required to successfully complete a drug abuse
awareness and education program. Result: Passed
out of Committee.

HB 319: Eliminated the death penalty sentencing
option for those convicted under the Law of Par-
ties. Result: Left pending in Committee.

HB 328: Enhanced the penalty from a Class A misde-
meanor to a third degree felony if a police officer and/
or prosecutor intentionally or knowingly suppressed
evidence that would have been favorable to a defen-
dant and material to the defendant’s guilt or punish-
ment. Result: Left pending in Committee.

HB 1862: Removed switchblade knifes from the
prohibited weapon'’s list. Result: Signed by the Gov-
ernor.

Rep. Dutton with Cobb Middle School students.

CIVIL RIGHTS

HB 49: Required a police officer to obtain a search
warrant before conducting a body cavity search of
a person arrested or detained during the investi-
gation of a criminal offense involving a traffic stop.
Result: Left pending in Committee.

HB 439: Permitted ex-felons convicted in Texas to
apply to have their civil rights restored. Current law
provides only an opportunity for ex-felons con-
victed in another state or a foreign country to have
their rights restored. Result: Passed the House but
failed in the Senate.

FAMILY LAW

HB 190: Created the right of spouses who simply
want to separate to file with the courts to obtain a
legal separation. Result: Left pending in Committee.

HB 191: Required that any unpaid child support that
occurred during a person’s incarceration of 90 days
or more was stayed and would provide a rebuttable
challenge to a motion for contempt for failure to pay
the child support during that period of incarceration.
Result: Left pending in Committee.

Rep. Dutton with Our Mother of Mercy seniors.

HAROLD V. DUTTON, JR.
83 Legislature Report

How to Reach Representative Dutton

HOUSTON OFFICE:

8799 North Loop East, Suite 305
Houston, Texas 77029

PHONE: (713) 692-9192

FAX: (713) 692-6791

AUSTIN OFFICE:
State Capitol Room 3N.05
Post Office Box 2910
Austin, Texas 78768-2910
PHONE: (512) 463-0510
FAX: (512) 463-8333

harold.dutton@house.state.tx.us

The Texas House of Representatives is an Equal Opportunity Employer and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin,
sex, religion, age or disability in employment or the provision of services. This newsletter is available in alternate formats upon request. Please call 1-800-241-1163.
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HELPFUL NUMBERS

Child/Elderly Abuse Hotline .......covecenecunecenncce
Child Care Information
Child Support Enforcement
Children’s Health Insurance (CHIP).......ccveuuu..
Consumer Protection
Crime Stoppers
Disability Issues
Disability Issues (TDD)
Domestic Violence/Rape Crisis Hotline............
Employee Rights
First Call for Help of United Way......ccureeereerss
Governor’s Information & Referral.....................
HIV/STD Information
Insurance Consumer Line
Lawyer Referral Service
Legal Aid Society

(800) 252-5400
(512) 327-7660
(800) 252-8014
(800) 647-6558
(512) 463-2070
(512) 472-8477
(512) 463-5739
(512) 463-5746
(512) 267-SAFE
(800) 832-2829
211 0r 9739203
(512) 463-1782
(800) 299-2437
(512) 463-6515
(512) 472-8303
(512) 447-7707

Medicaid Fraud Division

Medicaid Information

Medicare Information

MHMR Crisis Hotline (24-hour) ...................
Nursing Home Complaints .........ccccceeeeeneeen.
Older Adults’ Information & Referral.........
Older Texans' Legal Hotline ......coevcvervenenee
Runaway Hotline

Social Security Information .........ccoeeveneeeen.
Suicide Prevention Center

Tenants’ Council

Texas Youth Hotline

Veterans' Information

Victims' Services, Austin Police Department
Women'’s Legal Hotline
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252-8263
633-4227
472-4357
458-9858
916-6062
477-3950
580-HELP
(800) 772-1213
(512) 472-4357
(512) 474-7006
(800) 210-2278
(800) 827-1000
(512) 974-5037
(512) 476-1866
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Harold V. Dutton, Jr.

Message from Representative Dutton

As you may know, the 83rd Legislative Session ended on May 27, 2013, only to be followed by three Special
“Called” Sessions with the final one ending on August 5, 2013.

This legislative session was marked by a slightly different economic environment than the 2011 legislative
session where the legislature bridged a 527 billion shortfall with unprecedented cuts to education and so-
cial services. However, the recovering economic climate presented an opportunity to restore some of last
session’ disastrous cuts in the 2014-2015 budget.

Including the three special sessions, 1,443 of the 6,142 bills filed
were passed and became law. Additionally, the Governor ve-
toed 28 bills that passed both Houses.

Finally, it continues to be an honor to serve as your Representa-
tive and a pleasure to do what is best for Texas generally and the
residents of District 142 specifically.

Enjoy reading this newsletter and | appreciate your support, ad-
vice, criticisms and suggestions.

All the best,

)
HAROLD V. DUTTON, JR.

Rep. Dutton presenting a bill.

As the 83rd Legislative Session began, the Speaker of the House appointed Rep. Dutton to serve as
Chairman of the Urban Affairs Committee and as a member of the Sunset Advisory Commission.
Rep. Dutton also served on the Public Education Committee where he now enjoys the distinction
of the longest serving member on this Committee in Texas’ history.
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