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Dear Friends:

The 80th Session of the Texas Legislature is just around the corner and I look 

forward to representing you in Austin in 2007. I consider it a true honor and 

privilege to serve as your voice in the Texas House of Representatives. 

We will be faced with a variety of issues during the upcoming legislative session. 

My goal is to continue working to provide long term property tax relief by passing a 

constitutionally lower mandated appraisal cap, secure further reductions in property 

taxes, push for illegal immigration reform and cut wasteful government spending. 

We will also deal with issues such as our state’s economy, the environment, our 

transportation needs and our education and tax systems, to name a few. I expect 

that all of these issues will generate hours of spirited debate, both in the legislative 

committees and on the floor of the House. I look forward to continuing the fight 

for these and other issues that matter most to you and all Texans.

This newsletter is an extension of a conversation that began twelve years ago 

when you first gave me your vote and, more importantly, your trust. I will continue 

to cast votes that reflect the values of our community while protecting the social 

and economic security of our families. Please do not hesitate to contact me or my 

staff whenever we can be of assistance to you. We are committed to working to 

improve your lives. I invite you to read this newsletter, participate in the survey 

and call or e-mail my office should you have any questions or concerns. 

Sincerely,

Gary Elkins

TEXAS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPRESENTATIVE    GARY ELKINS

Email: district135.elkins@house.state.tx.us

Gary discusses pending legislation with a fellow member.

Gary meets with constituents at the Capitol.

Visiting the Capitol
Our state capitol offers free guided tours most days of the 
week. The tours are approximately forty-five minutes long 
and are offered every Monday through Friday between 
8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., and Sunday between noon and 
3:30 p.m. If you have a group consisting of more than 
ten people, you should call Capitol Information and 
Guide Services at (512) 463-0063 to make reservations. 
Visitor parking is available at 1201 San Jacinto and is 
free for the first two hours. A charge of $0.75 is accrued 
for each additional half-hour following the initial two 
hour stay. While you are here, please feel free to come by 
my office, E1.408, to visit.
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HOW DOES TEXAS FARE?
Texas was #1 in state business climate 
ranking in 2004.
Texas is #2 in state business climate ranking 
in 2005.
Texas has the #1 best tort system. 
Texas is 50th in per capita spending.
Texas is the 4th fastest growing state.
Texas state and local tax burden is the 47th 
lowest.
Texas exports more than any other state.
Texas exports more computers and electronics 
than chemicals.
Texas is 1 of 3 states that decreased its 
expenditures in 2005.



















ApprAisAl CAps

On August 21, 2006, Governor Perry issued an executive 
order establishing the Texas Task Force on Appraisal 
Reform (TFAR). In an effort to curb the out-of-control 
appraisal increases, the Governor has charged TFAR with 
formulating recommendations to improve the current tax 
appraisal process so taxpayers are not burdened with tax 
levies that continue to rise rapidly while providing a long-
term stable source of revenue for essential government 
services. The recommendations are due prior to the start 
of the upcoming session beginning on January 9, 2007, 
and will serve as maps as the legislature debates various 
scenarios to help our constituents.  

How CAn i sAve Money on My 
eleCtriC Bill?

You may recall that three years ago the Legislature 
deregulated electricity. The competition created by that is 
paying off. You can go to the Public Utility Commission’s 
website at http://www.powertochoose.org and enter 
your zip code. Then choose between “residential” and 
“business” rates. You will see a list of rates to choose 
from that may help you reduce your electricity costs by 
switching providers. 

The Texas House of Representatives is an Equal Opportunity Employer and does not discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age or disability in employment or the provision of services. This 
newsletter is available in alternate formats upon request.  Please call  1-800-241-1163.
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Border seCurity

Securing the 1,254-mile long border that Texas shares 
with Mexico is of significant importance to Texas and 
our nation’s security. For this reason, earlier this year 
Governor Perry announced a border security plan 
that includes assigning DPS personnel and other state 
resources to the border area to assist in law enforcement, 
including the Texas Department of Criminal Justice 
canine search teams, Texas Parks and Wildlife game 
wardens, and Texas Department of Transportation road 
barriers to the area. During the interim, legislators met 
with think tanks to formulate ideas for possible state 
legislation for the upcoming session.

Which of the following do you feel is the single most important problem currently facing 
our community today?

How would you rate the overall quality of education in your local public schools? 

In order for the State to fund education and initiate property tax reduction, which of the 
following options would you most support? 

Do you favor or oppose sending military, National Guard, and Department of Public 
Safety troopers to patrol the Texas-Mexico border?
Do you favor or oppose making it a criminal offense for employers to hire illegal 
immigrants? 
Do you favor or oppose requiring all applicants for U.S. citizenship to be able to read and 
speak English?
Do you favor or oppose building a security fence or physical barrier along the Texas-
Mexico border?
Do you favor or oppose having public school teacher pay raises based on performance 
in addition to seniority?
Do you favor or oppose pursuing “clean-coal” technology for coal-plants in the state of 
Texas? 
Do you favor or oppose building new lakes and reservoirs across the state of Texas to 
meet our future water needs?  
Do you favor or oppose building toll roads to help improve local traffic congestion?
Is there something that is of importance to you that has not been included in this survey? 
If so, please, feel free to write it below.  
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

District 135 Questionnaire 
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LegisLative interim upDate 
Your opinions are important to me. Please take a moment to let me know where 
you stand on the issues affecting local families and our community.

Jobs and the economy
Property Taxes/Appraisal Caps
Quality of Public Education
Crime and drugs
Traffic congestion
Health care
Illegal/Legal Immigration
Border Security
Other_________________________________________________________

Excellent
Good
Average
Fair
Poor
Undecided

State Income Tax
Increase and Broaden the Sales Tax
Cut Government Services such as Children’s Health Insurance Program, 
Medicaid Program and Family Services 
Maintain current property and business taxes as mandated by the 79th 
legislature
Other_________________________________________________________

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

1.
2.
3.

4.

5.

1.

2.

3.

5.

4.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.
12.

Legislature

The Kids’ house

The “Kids’ House” is an interactive website designed to teach children of all ages about 
the people, processes, and places associated with Texas government. The site includes 
a video tour of the Capitol, ideas for class projects and links to helpful websites. During 
the interim a new resource was made available to educate our youngsters about the 
Texas House of Representatives.
The Kids’ House Flyer will be an excellent tool for students to learn about the Texas 
House, state government and Texas history. Some highlights include: the six flags over 
Texas, three branches of state government, state seal, how an idea becomes a law 
and Texas trivia. Used in combination with the Kids’ House Web site, the flyer will allow 
students to visually explore the Texas Legislature in new and fun ways. 
Please visit www.kids.house.state.tx.us to explore the “Kids’ House” or download a 
printable version of the Kids’ House Flyer. You may also contact my office and we will be 
happy to send you the flyers.
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Helpful Constituent inforMAtion 
trACking tHe legislAture

You can access the Texas Legislature online at: http://
www.capitol.state.tx.us. This site makes following and 
tracking bills easy as they move through the legislative 
process. You can even have the status of a particular 
bill you are tracking automatically e-mailed to you 
when changes occur. 
Through this site, you also have the ability to view 
House, Senate and committee proceedings at home 
via live or archived video streams. To find more 
information you can also visit www.house.state.tx.us 
or www.senate.state.tx.us.

Gary discusses pending legislation with 
Speaker Tom Craddick.

eMinent doMAin

Eminent domain is the power of government to take 
private land for public use. This power is limited by the 
federal and state constitutions, both of which require 
that when government does take private property for 
public use that it must fairly compensate the owner for 
the property taken. The term “public use” has never had a 
precise definition and courts have historically struggled to 
determine what it does and even should mean. Certainly 
it means the taking of land for the purpose of roads, 
schoolhouses, libraries, and courthouses. However, the 
courts have been ever more willing to expand the term 
“public use” to include such things as a taking from one 
private party to be given to another private party, merely 
for economic development purposes. 
In Kelo v. City of New London, Connecticut, the U.S. 
Supreme Court upheld the constitutionality of the 
municipal taking of a group of working-class homes and 
the subsequent transfer of the land to private parties for 
the purpose of economic development. In response to 
the Kelo decision, the Texas Legislature debated and then 
enacted Senate Bill 7, which prohibits a governmental 
or private entity from using eminent domain to take 
private property if the taking confers a private benefit on 
a particular private party, or is for economic development 
purposes. It is too early to determine the full ramifications 
of Senate Bill 7 and the courts will certainly have a say in 
how it is interpreted. Regardless, the legislature has made 
clear that there are significant limitations that should be 
placed on the exercise of the power of eminent domain.

interiM CoMMittees
During this interim legislative period, Speaker of the 
House Tom Craddick gave each house committee 
certain issues to study, take testimony on, and then 
make recommendations about. These issues are generally 
“hot button” topics that will be discussed during the 
upcoming 80th Legislative Session. I currently serve 
on two substantive committees (Business and Industry 
and Local Government Ways and Means) as well as one 
procedural committee (Calendars). 

Business and industry

The House Committee on Business and Industry was 
charged with studying five issues, including “rent-to-
own” laws, identity theft, and the workers’ compensation 
system. In addition, we looked at the possibility of 
adopting a standard set of laws to govern homeowner 
associations in the state. Complaints surrounding these 
associations are routinely brought before us here in 
the legislature. I believe that the committee members 
generally agree that a proper balance needs to be found 
between the rights of homeowners and the requirements 
of the associations. A number of pieces of legislation 
will be introduced during the upcoming session that 
will deal with homeowner associations. If you have any 
comments or concerns regarding this issue, please feel 
free to contact me so we can find a balance between the 
needs of all concerned parties.  

LocaL Government Ways & means

As a member of the House Committee on Local Gov-
ernment Ways and Means, I am fortunate to be a part 
of the discussions regarding local property taxes. During 
this interim we were given five charges by the Speak-
er, including how to appraise property that is located 
in more than one appraisal district; how counties and 
school districts impose property taxes, and an evalua-
tion on the effective tax rate, the rollback tax rate, and 
rollback elections; the impact of unfunded mandates by 
state and federal governments on cities; and a broad study 
of appraisal districts in general. As part of our study of 
appraisal districts in general, we were asked to look at 
the makeup of the board of directors, the possibility of 
consolidating certain appraisal districts to save money, 
appraisal districts’ methodology in arriving at appraisal 
values, and the impact of the Comptroller’s Office audit 
on the operation of the appraisal district. In the best in-
terest of my district, I could not sign the interim report 
since the committee did not support lowering the ap-
praisal cap. For several years I have been on record in 
support of lowering the appraisal cap on all residential 
property and once again, I plan to coauthor legislation 
that will reduce the appraisal cap to at least 5%.


