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Dear Friends,

It is a great honor and privilege to serve you in the Texas House of Representatives, and I am happy 
to report that the 84th Legislative Session addressed several key issues faced by our great state. This 
newsletter will highlight the legislation affecting Texas and House District 13.

During session, I was appointed to the House Corrections and County Affairs Committees. The House 
Committee on Corrections has jurisdiction over the incarceration and rehabilitation of convicted felons, 
as well as the Texas Department of Criminal Justice, the Board of Pardons and Paroles, and other state 
agencies. With two TDCJ facilities in House District 13, this was an important committee assignment for 
me. The House Committee on County Affairs has oversight into counties, including their organization, 
creation, boundaries, government, and finance and the compensation and duties of their officers and 
employees. Coming from a rural district, serving on this vital committee was near and dear to my heart.

This session, the legislature was tasked with passing a budget for the 2016-17 biennium, securing the 
Texas-Mexico border, creating tax relief for Texans, and increasing funding to public and higher ed-
ucation for Texas students. You will find detailed in this newsletter that those issues were adequately 
addressed in both a prudent and fiscally sound manner. 

Thank you for taking the time to review this legislative update. During the upcoming year, please con-
tinue to contact the office regarding the issues that are important to you. My sole job as state represen-
tative is to be your voice in Austin, and I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Leighton Schubert
State Representative, House District 13

USEFUL CONTACT INFORMATION
Aging and Disability Services,  
Texas Department of (DADS) 
www.dads.state.tx.us 
Consumer Rights and Services: 800-458-9858 
Long-term Care Ombudsman: 800-252-2412

Agriculture, Texas Department 
www.texasagriculture.gov 
800-835-5832

Attorney General, Office of the 
www.texasattorneygeneral.gov 
Child Support State Office: 800-252-8014 
Consumer Protection: 800-621-0508

Comptroller of Public Accounts  
http://comptroller.texas.gov/  
800-252-5555

Education Agency, Texas 
http://tea.texas.gov/ 
512-463-9734

 

Environmental Quality,  
Texas Commission on (TCEQ) 
www.tceq.state.tx.us 
512-239-1000

Family and Protective Services,  
Texas Department of (DFPS) 
www.dfps.state.tx.us 
To report abuse or neglect: 800-252-5400 
Office of Consumer Affairs: 800-720-7777

Health & Human Services Commission  
of Texas (HHSC) 
www.hhsc.state.tx.us 
Local Health & Human Services info line: 2-1-1 
Ombudsman: 877-787-8999

Insurance, Texas Department of 
www.tdi.texas.gov  
Customer Services: 800-252-3439

Motor Vehicles, Texas Department of 
www.txdmv.gov 
Titles and Registrations: 888-368-4689

Public Utility Counsel, Texas Office of 
www.opuc.texas.gov 
877-839-0363

Parks and Wildlife Department, Texas  
http://tpwd.texas.gov/ 
800-792-1112 
Game Wardens: http://tpwd.texas.gov/warden/ 
Operation Game Thief: 800-792-4261

Public Safety, Texas Department of (DPS) 
www.dps.texas.gov  
Driver’s License: 512-424-2600 
Crime Stoppers: 800-252-8477

Workforce Commission, Texas  
Contact information:  
http://www.twc.state.tx.us/contact-information  
Greater Texarkana Workforce office:  
903-794-4163 



Fiscal Policy
House Bill 1 created a conservative, balanced budget for the 2016-17 
biennium. This fiscally sound budget invests significant resources in public 
schools, boosts formula funding for higher education, invests addition-
al general revenue in transportation, and promotes border security and 
public safety without raising taxes. At $209.4 billion, the budget increases 
spending below the level of population and inflation increases, stays well 
within the constitutional spending cap, and leaves more than $11 billion 
in the state’s Rainy Day Fund.

Senate Bill 1 provides a $10,000 increase to Texas homestead exemp-
tion for school property tax. To make up for the loss of revenue, the state 
will supplement the $1.24 billion returned to Texas taxpayers to ensure 
that school districts will not lose funding. 

House Bill 32 will provide a 25% reduction in franchise tax paid by busi-
nesses with $20 million or less in revenue, saving Texas businesses $2.6 
billion over the 2016-17 biennium.

Senate Bill 1760 updates the Texas Property Code to increase transparency and promote efficiency in the property tax system. 
This measure requires a 60% affirmative vote by the governing body of a local taxing unit that seeks to increase the effective 
tax, along with the requirement to justify the necessity of tax increase on notices and election ballots.

Education
The budget will fully fund the increase of 80,000 students in the state’s public school enrollment. This equates to an increase of 
$1.5 billion in funding for public education from the previous biennium.

House Bill 4 provides $130 million in additional funding for the implementation of high quality pre-kindergarten. As one of 
Governor Abbott’s priority items, HB 4 went into effect immediately.

House Bill 2804 establishes an A-F rating system for public school systems to increase accountability and understanding of 
school performance. This will decrease the emphasis on state-mandated standardized testing.

Higher education funding from the state budget increased by 7.5%, representing a $1.5 billion increase from the current bien-
nium. A new fund, the Governor’s University Research Initiative, was appropriated $40 million to attract top-notch researchers 
to Texas public universities.

House Bill 100 will allow public universities across the state to award $3.1 billion in capital construction bonds for campus 
improvements.

House Bill 1903 would have had a disastrous affect on the Blinn College System. The bill would have tied funding for Blinn to 
contact hours, effectively killing two of the three Blinn campuses in House District 13, defeating the purpose of having a college 
system. Representative Schubert successfully led the fight to defeat HB 1903.

Border Security
The state of Texas adopted a comprehensive, long term solu-
tion to border security problems. Border security measures 
have been appropriated $840 million, which will allow the 
deployment of 250 additional troops to the Texas-Mexico 
border by the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS).

House Bill 11 criminalizes the act of inducing a person to 
enter the country illegally, strengthens state smuggling laws to 
effectively target the organized criminal element infiltrating our 
border, and enhances the penalty for human smuggling. The 
legislation also protects local control by creating the “Texas 
Transnational Crime Intelligence Center”, which would supple-
ment state and local law enforcement agencies and provide a 
real-time, around-the-clock intelligence hub.

House Bill 374 requires state agencies and public univer-
sities to utilize the E-Verify system to safeguard against the 
hiring of individuals in the country illegally, and House Bill 
12 establishes a Border Prosecution Unit for the cooperation 
and investigative assistance of prosecutors of border crimes.

H  L E G I S L AT I V E  U P D AT E  H H  L E G I S L AT I V E  U P D AT E  H

Transportation
House Bill 20 requires the Texas Department of Transporta-
tion (TxDOT) to develop a performance-based planning and 
programming process to allow the legislature to assess TxDOT’s 
achievements. This measure will increase transparency, over-
sight, and accountability into TxDOT.

Second Amendment Legislation
House Bill 910 allows Concealed Handgun License (CHL) 
holders to openly carry handguns. By requiring those who wish 
to open carry to be a CHL holder, we can ensure that carriers 
pass a background check and display proof of handgun use 
proficiency. The bill does not restrict the ability for private busi-
nesses to prohibit the carrying of handguns on their premises.

Senate Bill 11, the Campus Carry legislation, will allow the concealed carrying of handguns on college campuses by CHL hold-
ers. CHL holders must be 21 years of age or older. Universities may adopt rules, regulations, and provisions regarding the storage 
of handguns on campus.

Pro-Life Issues
House Bill 3994 reforms the judicial bypass system in order to protect minors seeking to obtain an abortion and would require 
physicians to use due diligence to confirm identity and age prior to performing an abortion. The bill requires a local law enforce-
ment agency to investigate and report on alleged abuse to a minor within 24 hours.

House Bill 3074 reforms the statute governing end-of-life care to ensure that vulnerable patients are not denied basic human 
care, such as food, water, and pain management. Current laws regarding Advance Directives lack clarity, especially given the 
complexity of end-of-life care, and this bill seeks to provide transparency.

Public Safety
House Bill 10 creates a Child Sex Trafficking Prevention Unit, will increase reporting requirements for the trafficking of a child, 
and makes it easier for victims to seek compensation.

House Bill 416 requires abortion facility personnel to complete training on identifying victims of human trafficking. 
 
House Bill 2291 increases the punishment for repeat offenders of possession or promotion of child pornography.

Joint Authored and Co-Authored Legislation
Senate Joint Resolution 22, providing a constitutional amendment securing Texans’ right to hunt, fish, and harvest wildlife.

House Bill 1278 increases payment to either the surviving spouse, children, or parents of law enforcement officers, fire fighters, and 
other public employees killed in the line of duty.

House Bill 2521 allows the deposit of payments received from leases of the state’s oil and natural gas mineral interests from land under 
county roads to the new state county road oil and gas fund, as created by this bill. Future payments from leases entered into on or after 
September 1, 2017 for land subject to the bill would be paid directly to the counties for deposit to their county road and bridge funds. 

House Bill 437 permits veterans returning to work duties at a state agency following their discharge from active military duty to receive 
benefits without a waiting period.

House Bill 2813 requires health plans to cover ovarian cancer 
screenings for women in Texas.

House Bill 21 is the “Right to Try” legislation authorizing patients 
with certain terminal illnesses to access investigational drugs, biologi-
cal products, and devices involved in clinical trials. The bill authorizes 
certain actions by manufacturers and physicians to ensure access to 
such products.

House Bill 40 allows the state to regulate oil and gas operations 
below the surface of the ground. Though local ordinances may be 
preempted, local control remains with municipalities from the surface 
of the ground upward.

House Bill 2186 requires school districts to include suicide prevention training for educators on an annual basis.

Rep. Schubert talking with deskmate, Rep. John Cyrier, on 
the House floor.

Rep. Schubert with future Texas legislators.
Rep. Schubert with Reps. Cyrier and Morrison and the  

Republican Women of Yoakum

Rep. Schubert voting on the House floor.
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