
 Joe Straus
Message from the Speaker
It’s a privilege to represent the people of District 121 in Austin. While I am 

pleased to have been again elected as Speaker of the House by fellow 

legislators, my first and most important obligation is to the people of District 

121 in Bexar County who honored me with their confidence and their vote. 

On the first day of the Session, when the gavel was lowered to signal the 

start of the 82nd Legislature, I told the Members and all assembled in the 

House Chamber that, “Every member of this House deserves to be heard and 

have a voice, to contribute his or her best because every member was sent 

here by the people of Texas. … This House is where truth rules, and where 

reason prevails. The will of the House should guide this House. And the will 

of the House does not begin in the Speaker’s office. It begins in the homes 

and office buildings, on the farms and in the cities, in the suburbs and in the 

high tech centers. It begins with the 25 million people who are proud to call 

themselves Texans.” Throughout the Session I was guided by that principle—

that each Member was sent to represent the interests of the people of 

their District. I hope you’ll see that even while in the Speaker’s chair, it is the 

constituents of District 121 from Alamo Heights, Olmos Park, San Antonio, 

Terrell Hills and Windcrest, whom I always keep foremost in mind. Thank you 

again for the privilege to serve you.
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San Antonio Hosts Legislators  
From Around the Country
In August, I was pleased to co-host the National Conference of State 

Legislators’ (NCSL) Annual Legislative Summit in San Antonio with Lieutenant 

Governor David Dewhurst. It was a tremendous opportunity for San Antonio 

to welcome legislators from around the country, and share a little bit of 

our South Texas hospitality with them. The event was a unique chance to 

showcase our state, and bring together legislators to discuss the most 

important issues facing our states and our country.

Constitutional Amendments
The Texas Constitution was enacted in 1876 and has been amended more than 

400 times by voters. Ten proposed amendments to our constitution will be 

on the ballot on November 8, 2011. The ballot order was determined through 

a random drawing by fellow San Antonian, Secretary of State Hope Andrade. 

You can find explanatory statements for Propositions 1-10 for the Texas 

Constitutional Amendment Election at a site provided by the Secretary of State: 

http://www.votexas.org/exp-statements-2011.html

From left to right: Speaker Joe Straus, 
Governor Rick Perry and Lieutenant 
Governor David Dewhurst

VIA Metropolitan Transit
HB 2396 by San Antonio State Representative Ruth Jones McClendon gives 

VIA bonding authority and requires a public hearing before VIA takes action on 

allocating funds for advanced transportation purposes. This bill aims to help VIA 

Metropolitan Transit expand and improve services for the city of San Antonio.  

Bexar Metropolitan Water District
A bill allowing Bexar Metropolitan Water District residents to vote on the 

dissolution of the district was passed this session, with the support of almost 

the entire Bexar County legislative delegation. About 90,000 households and 

businesses in the county receive water service from Bexar Met. Bills were 

proposed over the last several legislative sessions to abolish or reform the 

district in response to service and performance issues. If approved by the voters, 

Bexar Met customers would receive water service from the San Antonio Water 

System. The election could be held as early as November.
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The recent session of the Texas Legislature was one of 

the most challenging in our state’s history.  A daunting 

budget shortfall of nearly $27 billion hung over almost 

every decision we made.  At a time when national 

spending and deficits are spiraling out of control, Texas 

legislators were determined to balance our budget 

without raising taxes. What we passed was a disciplined, 

fiscally responsible balanced budget that forced the 

state to live within its means, while prioritizing public 

and higher education, health care, nursing homes and 

financial aid for college students.  

During the 140 day regular session and the immediate 

30 day special session, we balanced the budget 

with no new taxes, passed four redistricting maps, 

promoted accountability and transparency in state 

government, and increased the security of your right to 

vote. And during the regular session, the Texas House 

of Representatives passed all of Governor Perry’s 

emergency items, including Voter ID, strengthened tort 

reform, eminent domain legislation to protect property 

rights and a resolution calling for a federal balanced 

budget amendment.

And, though we won’t gavel in for another legislative 

session until January 2013, our work has already begun. 

In anticipation of the next session, this summer I asked 

legislators to identify topics to study and develop 

strategies to address during the interim. The suggestions 

have poured in ranging from business tax reform and 

public school finance, to energy policy and health care.

One thing this session made abundantly clear was 

the need to plan and develop sustainable, long-term 

solutions for our state. We need a fiscal and legislative 

environment that is less complicated and more 

transparent. In the interim we will work hard to develop 

a blueprint for Texas that will put our state on stronger 

footing for the future.

District 121 at the Capitol

During the Session I was pleased to welcome many District 121 residents to the 

Capitol, including business leaders, families and many groups from local area schools. 

Door knob from Texas Capitol

Jimmie Walker, a fourth grade teacher  

at Cambridge Elementary in District 121, 

and winner of the HEB Excellence in 

Education award in elementary leadership, 

joined me in my office during the session. 

Larry Johnson (second from right),  

a District 121 resident, joined me on the 

House Chamber floor, following  

the passage of House Resolution 1660, 

which expressed the importance of 

pedestrian safety and driver awareness.  

I was pleased to sponsor the Resolution  

at Mr. Johnson’s request and on behalf  

of the American Council of the Blind  

of Texas, of which he sits on the Board  

of Directors.

Contact My Office
I want to hear from you. Please share ideas, questions and concerns at: 

http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/speaker/ and click

Or, please contact either office:

Email

Capitol Address:

Room CAP 2W.13, Capitol 

P.O. Box 2910 

Austin, Tx 78768 

(512) 463-1000

District Address:

7373 Broadway, 

Suite 202-A 

San Antonio, Tx 78209 

(210) 828-4411

Speaker’s Office  
Internship Opportunities

If you are an undergraduate, graduate, 

or law student and are interested in 

applying for an internship with the  

Office of the Speaker, please submit 

your resume to:

Kari Torres, Director of  

Special Programs 

Office of Speaker Joe Straus 

P.O. Box 2910 

Austin, Tx 78768 

(512) 463-6486 phone 

(512) 463-0675 fax 

Kari.Torres@speaker.state.tx.us

Tonika Williams, a student from District 121, visited the Speaker’s office  

while in Austin to participate in Education in Action’s 2011 Lone Star 

Leadership Academy. 

How the 82nd Legislature 
Impacted District 121
There were a number of key pieces of legislation that specifically impact  

San Antonio residents that I wanted to be sure to highlight. 

Our Veterans
One piece of legislation, SB 1002, provides assistance to our military men and 

women who have suffered severe burns in the line of duty. Many of these 

soldiers come to San Antonio because of the Brooke Army Medical Center, 

recently renamed as the San Antonio Military Medical Center, and we are 

proud to call them our neighbors, honored by their sacrifice, and eager to help 

care for them after all they have done for our freedom. Other legislation of 

interest to San Antonio residents was the College Credit for Heroes program 

which provides that military students may receive academic or workforce 

education credit for their experience obtained during military service.  

This program again, honors our armed forces and will benefit the people  

and economy of San Antonio. 

The Alamo
This year we celebrate the 175th anniversary of the assault on the Alamo. 

In an effort to preserve one of Texas’ and San Antonio’s most precious 

landmarks, House Bill 3726 was enacted, directing the General Land Office  

to enter into a contract with the Daughters of the Republic of Texas to ensure 

the preservation, maintenance, restoration and protection of the historic 

shrine and its contents.

The Texas House of Representatives is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer and does not discriminate  
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, 
age or disability in employment or the provision  
of services. This newsletter is available in alternate 
formats upon request. Please call 1-800-241-1163.



The recent session of the Texas Legislature was one of 

the most challenging in our state’s history.  A daunting 

budget shortfall of nearly $27 billion hung over almost 

every decision we made.  At a time when national 

spending and deficits are spiraling out of control, Texas 

legislators were determined to balance our budget 

without raising taxes. What we passed was a disciplined, 

fiscally responsible balanced budget that forced the 

state to live within its means, while prioritizing public 

and higher education, health care, nursing homes and 

financial aid for college students.  

During the 140 day regular session and the immediate 

30 day special session, we balanced the budget 

with no new taxes, passed four redistricting maps, 

promoted accountability and transparency in state 

government, and increased the security of your right to 

vote. And during the regular session, the Texas House 

of Representatives passed all of Governor Perry’s 

emergency items, including Voter ID, strengthened tort 

reform, eminent domain legislation to protect property 

rights and a resolution calling for a federal balanced 

budget amendment.

And, though we won’t gavel in for another legislative 

session until January 2013, our work has already begun. 

In anticipation of the next session, this summer I asked 

legislators to identify topics to study and develop 

strategies to address during the interim. The suggestions 

have poured in ranging from business tax reform and 

public school finance, to energy policy and health care.

One thing this session made abundantly clear was 

the need to plan and develop sustainable, long-term 

solutions for our state. We need a fiscal and legislative 

environment that is less complicated and more 

transparent. In the interim we will work hard to develop 

a blueprint for Texas that will put our state on stronger 

footing for the future.

District 121 at the Capitol

During the Session I was pleased to welcome many District 121 residents to the 

Capitol, including business leaders, families and many groups from local area schools. 

Door knob from Texas Capitol

Jimmie Walker, a fourth grade teacher  

at Cambridge Elementary in District 121, 

and winner of the HEB Excellence in 

Education award in elementary leadership, 

joined me in my office during the session. 

Larry Johnson (second from right),  

a District 121 resident, joined me on the 

House Chamber floor, following  

the passage of House Resolution 1660, 

which expressed the importance of 

pedestrian safety and driver awareness.  

I was pleased to sponsor the Resolution  

at Mr. Johnson’s request and on behalf  

of the American Council of the Blind  

of Texas, of which he sits on the Board  

of Directors.

Contact My Office
I want to hear from you. Please share ideas, questions and concerns at: 

http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/speaker/ and click

Or, please contact either office:

Email

Capitol Address:

Room CAP 2W.13, Capitol 

P.O. Box 2910 

Austin, Tx 78768 

(512) 463-1000

District Address:

7373 Broadway, 

Suite 202-A 

San Antonio, Tx 78209 

(210) 828-4411

Speaker’s Office  
Internship Opportunities

If you are an undergraduate, graduate, 

or law student and are interested in 

applying for an internship with the  

Office of the Speaker, please submit 

your resume to:

Kari Torres, Director of  

Special Programs 

Office of Speaker Joe Straus 

P.O. Box 2910 

Austin, Tx 78768 

(512) 463-6486 phone 

(512) 463-0675 fax 

Kari.Torres@speaker.state.tx.us

Tonika Williams, a student from District 121, visited the Speaker’s office  

while in Austin to participate in Education in Action’s 2011 Lone Star 

Leadership Academy. 

How the 82nd Legislature 
Impacted District 121
There were a number of key pieces of legislation that specifically impact  

San Antonio residents that I wanted to be sure to highlight. 

Our Veterans
One piece of legislation, SB 1002, provides assistance to our military men and 

women who have suffered severe burns in the line of duty. Many of these 

soldiers come to San Antonio because of the Brooke Army Medical Center, 

recently renamed as the San Antonio Military Medical Center, and we are 

proud to call them our neighbors, honored by their sacrifice, and eager to help 

care for them after all they have done for our freedom. Other legislation of 

interest to San Antonio residents was the College Credit for Heroes program 

which provides that military students may receive academic or workforce 

education credit for their experience obtained during military service.  

This program again, honors our armed forces and will benefit the people  

and economy of San Antonio. 

The Alamo
This year we celebrate the 175th anniversary of the assault on the Alamo. 

In an effort to preserve one of Texas’ and San Antonio’s most precious 

landmarks, House Bill 3726 was enacted, directing the General Land Office  

to enter into a contract with the Daughters of the Republic of Texas to ensure 

the preservation, maintenance, restoration and protection of the historic 

shrine and its contents.

The Texas House of Representatives is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer and does not discriminate  
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, 
age or disability in employment or the provision  
of services. This newsletter is available in alternate 
formats upon request. Please call 1-800-241-1163.



The recent session of the Texas Legislature was one of 

the most challenging in our state’s history.  A daunting 

budget shortfall of nearly $27 billion hung over almost 

every decision we made.  At a time when national 

spending and deficits are spiraling out of control, Texas 

legislators were determined to balance our budget 

without raising taxes. What we passed was a disciplined, 

fiscally responsible balanced budget that forced the 

state to live within its means, while prioritizing public 

and higher education, health care, nursing homes and 

financial aid for college students.  

During the 140 day regular session and the immediate 

30 day special session, we balanced the budget 

with no new taxes, passed four redistricting maps, 

promoted accountability and transparency in state 

government, and increased the security of your right to 

vote. And during the regular session, the Texas House 

of Representatives passed all of Governor Perry’s 

emergency items, including Voter ID, strengthened tort 

reform, eminent domain legislation to protect property 

rights and a resolution calling for a federal balanced 

budget amendment.

And, though we won’t gavel in for another legislative 

session until January 2013, our work has already begun. 

In anticipation of the next session, this summer I asked 

legislators to identify topics to study and develop 

strategies to address during the interim. The suggestions 

have poured in ranging from business tax reform and 

public school finance, to energy policy and health care.

One thing this session made abundantly clear was 

the need to plan and develop sustainable, long-term 

solutions for our state. We need a fiscal and legislative 

environment that is less complicated and more 

transparent. In the interim we will work hard to develop 

a blueprint for Texas that will put our state on stronger 

footing for the future.

District 121 at the Capitol

During the Session I was pleased to welcome many District 121 residents to the 

Capitol, including business leaders, families and many groups from local area schools. 

Door knob from Texas Capitol

Jimmie Walker, a fourth grade teacher  

at Cambridge Elementary in District 121, 

and winner of the HEB Excellence in 

Education award in elementary leadership, 

joined me in my office during the session. 

Larry Johnson (second from right),  

a District 121 resident, joined me on the 

House Chamber floor, following  

the passage of House Resolution 1660, 

which expressed the importance of 

pedestrian safety and driver awareness.  

I was pleased to sponsor the Resolution  

at Mr. Johnson’s request and on behalf  

of the American Council of the Blind  

of Texas, of which he sits on the Board  

of Directors.

Contact My Office
I want to hear from you. Please share ideas, questions and concerns at: 

http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/speaker/ and click

Or, please contact either office:

Email

Capitol Address:

Room CAP 2W.13, Capitol 

P.O. Box 2910 

Austin, Tx 78768 

(512) 463-1000

District Address:

7373 Broadway, 

Suite 202-A 

San Antonio, Tx 78209 

(210) 828-4411

Speaker’s Office  
Internship Opportunities

If you are an undergraduate, graduate, 

or law student and are interested in 

applying for an internship with the  

Office of the Speaker, please submit 

your resume to:

Kari Torres, Director of  

Special Programs 

Office of Speaker Joe Straus 

P.O. Box 2910 

Austin, Tx 78768 

(512) 463-6486 phone 

(512) 463-0675 fax 

Kari.Torres@speaker.state.tx.us

Tonika Williams, a student from District 121, visited the Speaker’s office  

while in Austin to participate in Education in Action’s 2011 Lone Star 

Leadership Academy. 

How the 82nd Legislature 
Impacted District 121
There were a number of key pieces of legislation that specifically impact  

San Antonio residents that I wanted to be sure to highlight. 

Our Veterans
One piece of legislation, SB 1002, provides assistance to our military men and 

women who have suffered severe burns in the line of duty. Many of these 

soldiers come to San Antonio because of the Brooke Army Medical Center, 

recently renamed as the San Antonio Military Medical Center, and we are 

proud to call them our neighbors, honored by their sacrifice, and eager to help 

care for them after all they have done for our freedom. Other legislation of 

interest to San Antonio residents was the College Credit for Heroes program 

which provides that military students may receive academic or workforce 

education credit for their experience obtained during military service.  

This program again, honors our armed forces and will benefit the people  

and economy of San Antonio. 

The Alamo
This year we celebrate the 175th anniversary of the assault on the Alamo. 

In an effort to preserve one of Texas’ and San Antonio’s most precious 

landmarks, House Bill 3726 was enacted, directing the General Land Office  

to enter into a contract with the Daughters of the Republic of Texas to ensure 

the preservation, maintenance, restoration and protection of the historic 

shrine and its contents.

The Texas House of Representatives is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer and does not discriminate  
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, 
age or disability in employment or the provision  
of services. This newsletter is available in alternate 
formats upon request. Please call 1-800-241-1163.



 Joe Straus
Message from the Speaker
It’s a privilege to represent the people of District 121 in Austin. While I am 

pleased to have been again elected as Speaker of the House by fellow 

legislators, my first and most important obligation is to the people of District 

121 in Bexar County who honored me with their confidence and their vote. 

On the first day of the Session, when the gavel was lowered to signal the 

start of the 82nd Legislature, I told the Members and all assembled in the 

House Chamber that, “Every member of this House deserves to be heard and 

have a voice, to contribute his or her best because every member was sent 

here by the people of Texas. … This House is where truth rules, and where 

reason prevails. The will of the House should guide this House. And the will 

of the House does not begin in the Speaker’s office. It begins in the homes 

and office buildings, on the farms and in the cities, in the suburbs and in the 

high tech centers. It begins with the 25 million people who are proud to call 

themselves Texans.” Throughout the Session I was guided by that principle—

that each Member was sent to represent the interests of the people of 

their District. I hope you’ll see that even while in the Speaker’s chair, it is the 

constituents of District 121 from Alamo Heights, Olmos Park, San Antonio, 

Terrell Hills and Windcrest, whom I always keep foremost in mind. Thank you 

again for the privilege to serve you.
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San Antonio Hosts Legislators  
From Around the Country
In August, I was pleased to co-host the National Conference of State 

Legislators’ (NCSL) Annual Legislative Summit in San Antonio with Lieutenant 

Governor David Dewhurst. It was a tremendous opportunity for San Antonio 

to welcome legislators from around the country, and share a little bit of 

our South Texas hospitality with them. The event was a unique chance to 

showcase our state, and bring together legislators to discuss the most 

important issues facing our states and our country.

Constitutional Amendments
The Texas Constitution was enacted in 1876 and has been amended more than 

400 times by voters. Ten proposed amendments to our constitution will be 

on the ballot on November 8, 2011. The ballot order was determined through 

a random drawing by fellow San Antonian, Secretary of State Hope Andrade. 

You can find explanatory statements for Propositions 1-10 for the Texas 

Constitutional Amendment Election at a site provided by the Secretary of State: 

http://www.votexas.org/exp-statements-2011.html

From left to right: Speaker Joe Straus, 
Governor Rick Perry and Lieutenant 
Governor David Dewhurst

VIA Metropolitan Transit
HB 2396 by San Antonio State Representative Ruth Jones McClendon gives 

VIA bonding authority and requires a public hearing before VIA takes action on 

allocating funds for advanced transportation purposes. This bill aims to help VIA 

Metropolitan Transit expand and improve services for the city of San Antonio.  

Bexar Metropolitan Water District
A bill allowing Bexar Metropolitan Water District residents to vote on the 

dissolution of the district was passed this session, with the support of almost 

the entire Bexar County legislative delegation. About 90,000 households and 

businesses in the county receive water service from Bexar Met. Bills were 

proposed over the last several legislative sessions to abolish or reform the 

district in response to service and performance issues. If approved by the voters, 

Bexar Met customers would receive water service from the San Antonio Water 

System. The election could be held as early as November.
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