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 Adamson High School Band 

Receives $100,000 Grant 
 

The Adamson High Scholl Leopard band members are full of 
spirit, passion, and a genuine love for music. In the last six 
years the band has grown from 12 students to 200, and 
unfortunately Dallas ISD's budget has not been able to keep 
up with the growth. Taking matters into their own hands the 
band entered a contest to win a grant of $100,000 from 
Thank America's Teachers program to go to new instruments 
and other program enhancements. With the support of the 
student body, school staff, and the community the Adamson 
High School band won the online contest and learned of the 
good news  at an assembly on Monday Nov. 30th.    

For the past several years the Adamson High school band has 
played with instruments in poor condition, many of them held 
together by duct tape. Due to the growth of the program and 
school budgetary restraints, many band members would 
share instruments and sanitize them between classes. This 
grant of $100,000  has the potential to completely transform 
the Adamson's band program. The grant was awarded based 
on a nationwide vote, and almost all of the funds will go 
toward new instruments. No longer will instructors have to 
struggle to teach music to students with poor quality 
instruments.  

"The Adamson High School band program is truly deserving 
of this amazing gift. This award is a testament to the 
amazing support of the community and the overall 
determination of the band to push through challenges and 
strive for greatness. I have high hopes that this grant will 
open up a whole new musical world for Adamson High 
School band members," stated Rep. Roberto R. Alonzo. 

Although the program is already strong and continues to grow 
stronger, this grant will undoubtedly give the Adamson High 
School band the push that they need to reach its full 
potential.  
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Parkland Named a Top Hospital  

by The LeapFrog Group    
  
Parkland Hospital is proud that they have recently been 
named one of the top hospitals in the nation by The 
LeapFrog Group. This coveted and respected 
recognition showcases Parkland's commitment to 
Leapfrog's vision of providing the safest, high quality 
healthcare for consumers and purchasers alike.  
 
"The extraordinary quality of care offered by Parkland 
Hospital has not gone unnoticed. Their genuine 
dedication to serving all members of the community, 
including those below the poverty threshold, is 
remarkable and entirely worthy of this recognition," 
stated Rep. Alonzo. 
 
The selection is based on the results of The Leapfrog 
Group's annual hospital survey, which measures 
hospitals' performances on patient safety and quality, 
focusing on three critical areas of hospital care: how 
patients fare, resource use, and management 
structures established to prevent errors. Parkland 
Hospital is one of only 98 hospitals honored with 
national distinction for patient care.  
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Rep. Roberto Alonzo  
visiting with AARP  

members in Cedar Crest 
 
 

 
(photo right) 
Rep. Roberto R Alonzo 
at the 2015 Capitol Christmas 
Tree Trimming Lunch. A special 
Grand Prairie ornament, created 
by student Rosa Burciaga, 
adorns the Capitol Christmas  
Tree this year. 
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