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Halloween 2015: 

Safety Tips 
 

As Halloween festivities quickly approach, it is important that 
we take a moment to be reminded of safety tips and cautions 
surrounding the holiday. For many, the magic of Halloween is 
encompassed by the trick-or-treating, classroom dress up 
parties, or a family trip to the neighborhood haunted house. 
For moms and dads, however, there is often a fine line 
between Halloween fun and safety concerns, particularly 
when it comes to motorist and pedestrian safety. 
 
In 2013, an estimated 6,100 pedestrian deaths and 160,00 
nonfatal injuries occurred among pedestrians in motor 
vehicles incidents, according to Injury facts 2015, the 
statistical report on unintentional injuries created by the 
National Safety Council. NCS research revealed the reasons 
for pedestrian deaths and injuries varied by age. Running into 
the road accounted for about 70% of pedestrians deaths or 
injuries for those age 5 to 9, and about 47%  of incidents for 
those 10 to 14. Additionally, October ranked No. 2 in motor 
vehicle deaths by month, in the U.S. 
 
"As we prepare for the Halloween holiday, I would like to 
remind all parents, children and motorists to be extra 
cautious and on high alert as they partake in festivities 
around neighborhood streets, malls, schools, etc. 
Remember,  a safe Halloween is a happy Halloween!" urged 
Rep. Roberto Alonzo.  
 
Although Halloween is an extremely exciting time for kids, 
safety should always come first. Below are some tips from the 
American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) to help ensure they 
have a safe holiday. 

• A parent or adult should always accompany young 
children on their neighborhood rounds 

• If your older children are going alone, plan and review 
the route that is acceptable to you 

• Only go to homes with a porch light on and never enter 
a home or car for a treat. 

• Remember reflective tape for costumes and treat bags 
• Remain on well-lit streets and always use the sidewalk 
• Carry a cell phone for quick communications 
• Law enforcement authorities should be notified 

immediately of any suspicious or unlawful activity. 

 
 

For more information concerning these topics or to schedule an appointment please call (512) 463-0408 or visit www.house.state.tx.us 
 

 
Nov. 2015 Ballot:  

Proposition 6  
 
Proposition 6, a proposed amendment to be submitted 
at the general election next Tuesday November 3, 2015, 
would provide that hunting and fishing were preferred 
methods of managing and controlling wildlife. Under 
this amendment, people would have the right to hunt, 
fish, and harvest wildlife subject to laws that promote 
wildlife conservation. 
 
Proposition 6 would ensure that wildlife conservation 
and management decisions continue to be based on 
sound science in order to preserve Texas' hunting 
heritage. While Texas has a rich and vibrant hunting and 
fishing tradition, anti-hunting organizations in other 
states have worked to limit hunting through "bag 
limits" or by eliminating hunting of certain types of 
game. To guard against restrictions, many other states 
have passed right-to-hunt-and-fish amendments. 
Proposition 6 aims to protect the long-standing heritage 
of hunting and fishing for future generations to come.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Latinos Continue to  

Outpace National  
Population Growths 

 
Latino population numbers continue to show phenomenal 
growth, with Texas leading the country. Dallas-Fort worth 
and Houston have each exceeded the population growth 
of any metropolitan area in the U.S. between 2010 and 
2014. Immigration actually hardly accounts for any of the 
growth. More than 50 percent of the increase comes from 
birth.  
 
However, the numbers are only part of the story. The 
Socioeconomic data is even more important. Nationwide 
poverty rates for Hispanics are two to three times that of 
white and incomes are 60% of what whites earn. These 
numbers, therefore create a sense of urgency for Texas  
where the future heavily depends on the success of 
Latinos at educational attainment.  
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