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Rep. Alonzo passes HR 156 honoring Cesar Chavez  
~ HR honors civil rights UFW icon ~ 

 
On Tues, March 31, Rep. Alonzo successfully read and passed unanimously on 
the House Floor a house resolution commemorating the 88th anniversary of the 
birthday of Cesar Chavez.  HR 156 honors icon Chavez and pays tribute to the 
inspiring life and achievements of the founder and longtime leader of the 
United Farm Workers of America (UFW), ALF-CIO.   
  
"Cesar Chavez  was a passionate advocate for social justice and civil rights for 
the poor and the disenfranchised, not only in Texas, but all over the country. 
He was a role model for many hard-working Americans, especially farm 
workers.  He was truly an American hero.  Chavez rallied for and succeeded in 
improving the wages, schooling, housing, and other living conditions of  farm 
workers of all ethnic backgrounds.  In 1991, Chavez received one of Mexico’s 
premier awards, Aguila Azteca (Aztec Eagle) for contributions made outside 
Mexico.  Additionally, in 1994, he was posthumously presented with our 
nation’s highest civilian honor, the Presidential Medal of Freedom.  As a 
former migrant worker myself, my family and I are honored indeed to join the 
millions of Americans and Texans across the U.S. who pay tribute to this great 
American hero," said Rep. Alonzo. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

This week Rep. Alonzo (left) met with the Dallas team from 
TEXpers. TEXpers is the Texas Assoc. of Public Employee Retirement 
Systems with nearly 130,000 active and retired participants. Their 
membership consists of police and fire departments, municipal 
employees, airport authorities, hospital districts, regional planning 
commissions, river authorities, transit authorities, community 
colleges and university medical centers. Any public employee 
retirement system of Texas is eligible for membership and 
encouraged to join. TEXPERS experts are frequently called to testify 
before the Texas Pensions Review Board, the Texas House Pensions 
Committee, and other official groups and agencies. 
 
 The team from Knowledge Is Power Program (KIPP) in 
the DFW area dropped by the office this week! They 
spoke with Rep. Alonzo (left center) about the 
progress their public charter schools have seen since 
the last legislative session. In fact, within the next 
school year KIPP- DFW plans on opening two new 
schools in the region to expand to a total of 10 
schools in southern Dallas by 2020 educating 5,000 
Pre-K through 12th grade students when fully 
enrolled.  KIPP DFW Executive Director Quinton Vince 
feels a sense of urgency to increase the number of 
high-quality public school seats in southern Dallas.  
For more information, visit www.kippdfw.org.  
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